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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-  The Advocate Newsletter - May 2006
-  Governor Announces CampCEO 
-  ISC Safety Conference and Expo
-  Greater Illinois OSHA Newsletter
-  Diversity Business Conference - May 6, 2006
-  Hector Barreto Resigns as SBA Administrator
-  Illinois Businessman Nominated To Be New SBA Administrator

 

 

The Advocate Newsletter - May 2006
The SBA's The Advocate Newsletter can be found at  http://www.sba.gov/advo/may06newsletter.pdf   The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.
 

 

Governor Announces CampCEO 
Continuing his efforts to promote entrepreneurship and innovation across the state, Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich announced today that the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network’s CampCEO once again will take place this June and July for high school students across the state.  CampCEO is a weeklong course that presents young adults with the challenges and opportunities of owning a business.  There are two sessions scheduled this summer - June 18th - 23rd and July 9th - 14th.  The camp will be held at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, and young adults throughout Illinois are encouraged to attend. Space for CampCEO is limited and admission is granted through a competitive application process.  For more information or to register, visit www.CampCEO.biz.
 

 

Greater Illinois OSHA Newsletter
The Greater Illinois OSHA Newsletter is attached for your review. 
 

 

ISC Safety Conference & Expo 
The Illinois Safety Council, is extending a discount to those that who register for the  ISC Safety Conference & Expo by Wednesday, May 3rd. You pay only $90 for both days! This conference will be held on May 10th and 11th at the Hillside Holiday Inn Convention Center.  An expo with live demonstrations and over 30 Safety Sessions presented by the best in industry, consulting, and OSHA. 

On May 11th, the 81st ISC Awards Luncheon and Safety Industry Association Meetings will be held. Association Meetings are a great opportunity to exchange best practices and lessons learned with safety peers in your own industry. On May 11th, Edwin G. Foulke, Jr. will be a guest speaker. As Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health, Mr. Foulke heads OSHA and its staff of more than 2,200 safety and health professionals and support personnel. Named by President George W. Bush to head OSHA on Sept. 15, 2005, he was confirmed by the Senate on March 15, 2006 and sworn in as the head of the agency on April 3, 2006. 
 

ISC Safety Conference & Expo Highlights 
See Edwin G. Foulke, Jr., newly appointed Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA - May 11th Click Here to submit a question for Mr. Foulke.  Over 30 Breakout Sessions presented by the best in industry, consulting, and OSHA - May 10th & 11th  Expanded ISC Expo - New ISC programs & services - Live demos inside & outside - May 10th & 11th  Vendors still being accepted - See registration form to sign up.  81st ISC Awards Luncheon with revised and expanded award categories - May 11th  "ISC Safety Industry Association" orientation meetings - Click Here to join an Association - May 11th  Reduced room rate of $89 a night at the Hillside-Holiday Inn  - Mention the ISC Safety Conference  Conference questions? Contact the ISC at: (312) 372-9756 or ISC@ILSafetyCouncil.org 
 
Diversity Business Conference - May 6, 2006
A Diversity Business Conference is being held on Saturday, May 6, 2006 from 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Jack Turner Conference Center (SRC 2800) at the College of DuPage. The morning will consist of  panel discussions addressing issues of minority business practices, policies and programs.  Representatives from business, local government, and education will be represented.  

There will be specific breakout sessions dealing with Bonding, Credit and Certifications presented by experts in these areas..

New this year is the addition of regional major contractors participating in a “expo” setting.  This affords the conference participants  the opportunity  to talk, face-to-face, to companies and purchasing agencies such as DuPage County, BP, ARAMARK and College of DuPage.  Registration fee is only $10.00. Please call 630-942-3775 to register.

 
 

Hector Barreto Resigns as SBA Administrator
SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto announced last week that he is stepping down as head of the agency to become national chairman of The Latino Coalition, a prominent Hispanic advocacy organization based in Washington DC.  Barreto has led the SBA since July 2001 and is the second longest serving administrator in the agency's 53-year history.

In his letter of resignation to President George W. Bush, Barreto said, "It has been a unique honor to serve as Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration and to help execute your vision to bring unprecedented opportunities to all entrepreneurs in every community as they seek to realize their dreams. I am proud that the agency has delivered strong results and achieved historic milestones on behalf of a vital component of our great economy, America's small businesses."

During Barreto's tenure, the SBA has seen significant growth in its lending, technical assistance and procurement programs, especially as they apply to minorities and women.  Between 2001 and 2005, the agency doubled the number of loans made through the main SBA business loan programs.  There has also been a steady increase in the number of clients obtaining technical assistance, education and counseling through the SBA and its resource partners.  Additionally, as a result of active engagement between the SBA and federal agencies, procurement dollars going to small businesses have reached all-time highs.

The SBA has also responded in an unprecedented manner following last year's devastating hurricanes.  Through the agency's disaster assistance program, more than $8.4 billion in low-interest disaster loans have been made to businesses and homeowners in the disaster area, more than double the next largest disaster response in the SBA's history. 

"Accountability, greater efficiencies and results-oriented management are now part of the SBA culture," Barreto also stated in the letter.  "I am confident that the foundation has been established for even better results in the future to the benefit of our small business clients as well as the U.S. taxpayer."  Barreto has agreed to remain in his post as SBA administrator during a transition period.

As national chairman of the Latino Coalition, Barreto will lead an organization whose mission is to develop and promote policies that will foster economic equivalency and enhance overall business, economic, and social development of the American Hispanic community.
 

Illinois Businessman Nominated To Be New SBA Administrator 
Shortly after SBA Administrator Barreto announced Tuesday that he was stepping down to accept a position with The Latino Coalition,  the White House announced that President Bush had nominated a Chicago area businessman, Steve Preston, to succeed  Administrator Barreto as SBA Administrator.  Mr. Preston will leave his position as executive vice president of Downers Grove, Ill.-based ServiceMaster Co., a $3.6 billion company where he recently has led the strategic services team and previously served as chief financial officer, to pursue the nomination, according to company statements. He joined the company in 1997, prior to which he was a senior vice president at First Data Corp. and an investment banker with Lehman Brothers. Preston earned a bachelor's degree in political science from Northwestern University and an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago's Graduate School of Business. In reacting to the nomination of Steve Preston, Chairman Manzullo said that he was impressed with “the credentials of Steven Preston of Illinois to become the next SBA Administrator.  After speaking with Mr. Preston, I am confident he will meet and exceed the many challenges he will encounter at the helm of the SBA.  As the current Executive Vice President and former Chief Financial Officer at The Service Master Company in Chicago, Mr. Preston has accumulated a wealth of experience in executive leadership and financial management that will serve him well at the SBA.  I look forward to working with Mr. Preston to continue our mission to help our small businesses prosper and create jobs for Americans.”
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"




===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  

 

