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SAVE THE DATES – ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

Illinois Small Business week will be held June 15-21, 2008.  On Thursday, June 19th there will be a Business Matchmaking Conference and also the Illinois Small Business Awards Event at the McCormick Place Hyatt Regency.    Please see the attached flyers for information on the Matchmaking Conference and the Small Business Awards Reception that you can use to help promote Illinois Small Business Week.  You can also go to www.allianceforbiz.com and click on “Alliance Great Lakes” for more details about the matchmaker.   

 

DISASTER LOAN DEADLINE APPROACHING

More than $1 million in U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Disaster Assistance Loans have been approved for residents and business owners in Illinois who were affected by the Presidentially declared disaster for severe storms and flooding occurring January 7 through March 14, 2008.  The SBA is reminding homeowners, renters and businesses that one month remains to submit disaster loan applications.  The deadline to file an application for physical damage is May 6, 2008.   Homeowners, renters, non-profit organizations and businesses that sustained physical damage in Iroquois and Livingston counties are eligible to apply.

The interest rates for these loans are as low as 2.937 percent for homeowners and renters and 4 percent for businesses with loan terms up to 30 years. Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs) are available to small businesses unable to pay bills or meet operating expenses because of the disaster with loan limits up to $1.5 million.  Actual terms are set by the SBA, and are based on each applicant’s financial condition.

SBA also offers mitigation funds to disaster victims who have approved physical loans. SBA mitigation funds are designed to help borrowers fund protective measures to prevent damages of the same kind from recurring in the future.  To help fund these protective measures, borrowers may request an additional 20 percent of their approved loan amount.  

Program information is available by calling the SBA Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired); Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. EDT.  Business loan applications can also be downloaded from the SBA website at www.sba.gov.  Completed applications may be returned to any of the Disaster Loan Outreach Centers or be mailed to:  U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Ft. Worth, TX 76155.  The deadline to return physical loan applications is May 6, 2008; the deadline for returning economic injury applications is December 8, 2008.
HOMELAND SECURITY WEB PORTAL

In partnership with the Homeland Security Market Development Bureau in the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and D&A Hi-tech Information of Israel, HSIEC is pleased to release the Illinois Homeland Security web portal. It includes links to over 400 Illinois companies and organizations that provide homeland security or advanced security products, services, training, information and educational resources. Using the portal, users will be able to:  Understand the depth and breadth of Illinois' Homeland Security Industry and its opportunities;  Identify potential business, marketing and production partners, and to;  Link to other sites providing information on growing your homeland security business in Illinois.  

Please visit the website (www.illinoishomelandsecurityindustry.com), and provide your comments and suggestions to Bret Johnson, Director, HSIEC. hsiec@northwestern.edu  www.hsiec.org.

SEDAC APRIL 2008 NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2008 - LOCAL CENTER ACTIVITIES

The SBA Awards Program will be held in Chicago on Thursday, June 19th.    Many of you will be hosting events, training seminars, workshops and other activities during this week.   We will be keeping a statewide master list of small business activities happening throughout the state within the IEN.   Please send your DCEO Network Coordinator a list of your events that are being held from June 15th through 21st.    As you add events when we get closer to Small Business Week, please forward that information as well.   Feel free to also include activities happening the week before and after June 19th as well.    We appreciate your contributions to this very important week.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

At the Spring Meeting last week, we requested that each IEN Member Center submit one Success Story to their DCEO Network Coordinator by 4/30/08.    There are several reasons for this request.    First, we want to be sure and have an inventory of one current story from each program and with geographic diversity when we get requests for them.   Secondly, the ASBDC will be asking for one Success Story from Illinois to be used in printing the "Success" book for the upcoming Annual Conference in Chicago.    We will choose one story from those you submit.    The third reason is that we will begin highlighting Program Successes every week, here in the IEN Weekly Connection.   Those program successes will include client success stories.   Thanks for contributing those stories that demonstrate the tremendous value in the services you provide.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CLIENT E-MAILS

This will be a new feature to the IEN Weekly Connection.   We want to provide you with tips for getting the most out of the Client Assistance Tracking System.   In addition, we will provide answers to frequently asked questions about this system to share with everyone.    We all know that the quality of the information we get out of this system is directly related to the quality and accuracy of the information that is put into the system.

The first topic we want to address is a reminder to make every effort to get accurate client emails into the system.   With the electronic age we live in, this information is critical.    The Client Satisfaction Survey is now being implemented using email as a means to collect this data.   Without client emails, we will be unable to capture the data that supports the great client assistance that you are providing.    Using this method will increase the number of responses we can obtain and improve on the quality of the information we receive.    Thanks for making this a priority.

QUICKBOOKS POINT OF SALE SYSTEM 

The Illinois Small Business Development Center at Elgin Community College is excited to announce their recent award of the “QuickBooks Point-of-Sale Hardware” package to be used for classes and training.  The package includes components to simulate actual point-of-sale (POS) processing including a bar code scanner, credit card reader and cash drawer.  QuickBooks (Intuit) granted the award, which has an approximate value of $3,500, to SBDC’s nationwide to centers who agreed to offer training on the system.  Kriss Knowles, Director at the center, is a certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor and currently provides Illinois SBDC clients with classes and individual training using QuickBooks products.  This award will allow the center to expand their QuickBooks offerings to include Point-of-Sale assistance.  Classes will begin in September.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - http://online.onetcenter.org/find/
This website was recommended to us by Michelle Miller of the Illinois SBDC at Sauk Valley Community College.    Here is what she had to say about this site.  " In doing research for my masters class I came across this website that I think is great from our friends at the Department of Labor.  It is an excellent tool for us as counselors, but also for business owners and career counselors.   We are in the process of writing material for our clients on HR and I think this will be a very helpful piece."   To learn more, please click on:  http://online.onetcenter.org/find/     Thanks Michelle, for sharing this information with the Network.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - VETERANS LEGAL SUPPORT CLINIC

The Veterans Legal Support Clinic (VLSC) at the John Marshall Law School in Chicago is one of the nation's first law school clinics dedicated solely to addressing the legal needs of veterans seeking their benefits from the Veterans Administration (VA).    Hundreds of thousands of veterans have returned home from the battlefield with serious life-altering injuries, but many are not receiving the full benefits to which they are entitled.   They simply do not have the necessary information and understanding to navigate the complexities of the claims and appeals process of the VA.

The purpose of the VLSC is to assist veterans filing VA benefit claims as well as to provide representation for veterans during the appeals process through their statewide network of pro bono attorneys.    The Center is located at 315 South Plymouth Court in Chicago.   Their phone number is: 312-427-2737 ext. 346.   To learn more, please visit their website which is:  www.jmls.edu/veterans
MOVES AND NEWS 

Mr. Dick Alton, Manager of the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) was elected to the position of Regional Director of the Association of Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (APTAC).  The Region consists of the States of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois.   He was elected last Wednesday during the national annual meeting of APTAC held in Lexington, Kentucky.    His responsibilities will include communicating Association interests to all members within this region.  As Regional Director he will also serve on the APTAC Board of Directors.  Congratulations to Dick from all of us in the IEN.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Ms. Lee Salzman who has joined the Entrepreneurship and Small Business Bureau and will be located in the Chicago Office of DCEO.    She will be focusing her efforts on women's business development.    Please join us in welcoming Lee to the IEN.

Bill Bucher, the Director of the Illinois SBDC at Danville Area Community College (DACC) will be leaving this position later this week.  His last day will be Thursday, April 17th.    We would like to thank Bill for his efforts on behalf of small businesses in the Danville area and wish him well in his future endeavors.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
