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-  NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK - MAY 17TH THROUGH 23RD

-  CENTRAL ILLINOIS RENEWABLE ENERGY EXPO - MAY 2ND, 3RD  

-  PRESCRIPTION FOR RADON - A MEDICAL FORUM ON MAY 7TH

-  UPS AND OUTS OF STARTUP JOB GROWTH
-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - I-57 TRUCK AND TRAILER SERVICE
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – EXPORTING DATA 
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  HTTP://WWW.ENERGYTAXINCENTIVES.ORG
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBDC NATIONAL INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE
-  MOVES AND NEWS

EMERGING 200 – LAST CHANCE

As you may know, the SBA piloted a new initiative, Emerging 200. For 2009, 15 existing inner city businesses within the City of Chicago, with high growth potential will be able to participate in the E 200 class. The core of the E 200 initiative is 90+ hours of advanced business training.  SBA Illinois District Office will provide additional business development assistance to the E 200 class participants.

The profile of firms that will best benefit from the E 200 initiative are those that:

· have been actively operating at least 3 years 

· have minimum annual revenue of $400,000 

· headquartered in the inner city 

SBA is interested in having the following types of businesses in the pool of possible E 200 Chicago participant firms:

· Construction 

· Film, video and interactive media services   

· Health services, support and supply 

· Hospitality, tourism, entertainment 

· Light manufacturing 

· Logistics, transportation and distribution 

· Professional services

· Retail 

· Sustainable green industries – alternative energy and recycling 

· Telecommunications

To indicate interest, prospective participant firms may go to the SBA Illinois District Office website www.sba.gov/il  and complete the expression of interest form.  Please share this information with those firms that meet the profile description and may have an interest in participating. 

CONTRACT COMPLIANCE SEMINAR - APRIL 30TH IN SPRINGFIELD

Each year, the federal government purchases more than $400 billion from small businesses. This amount doesn’t even include State and Local purchases. The Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) of Central Illinois was established to help small businesses understand and profit from government contracting.  In this seminar, participants will learn about contract compliance for government contractors, contract negotiations with integrity, and accountability along with information on fraud and accountability.

Plan to gain knowledge on how to prepare for a DCAA audit, what to expect and how to follow up after a DCAA audit.  Featured speakers from DCMA (Defense Contract Management Agency), Ms. Kathryn (Kay) Lindbeck, Fraud Counsel, DCMA Contract Integrity Center, St. Louis, MO and DCAA (Defense Contracting Audit Agency), Ms. Linda Bettis, CPA, Financial Liaison Advisor, SDDC @ Scott Air Force Base. 

This seminar will be held in Springfield at Lincoln Land Community Colleges Capital City Training Center, located at 130 West Mason Street.   It will begin at 10am and conclude at 2pm on Thursday, April 30th.  Your registration fee of $10 includes the seminar and lunch.   Please contact Mary Turner at 217-223-5636, with the Illinois PTAC of Central Illinois with questions.   To register on line, please click on: http://springfieldilcoc.weblinkconnect.com/CWT/External/WCPages/WCEvents/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=1542
NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK - MAY 17TH THROUGH 23RD

Top entrepreneurs from each state will soon head to the nation’s capital to compete for the honor of National Small Business Person of the Year during the U.S. Small Business Administration’s National Small Business Week celebration, May 17-23, 2009.   

This year, Small Business Week will be a three-day event in Washington, D.C., taking place at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel.  Events can be viewed virtually through SBA’s free, live webcasting, which will be accessible at http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/.

The National Small Business Person of the Year and runners-up will be selected from among the 53 state small business winners, including the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam.  More than 100 outstanding small business owners will be honored, reflecting a broad range of business products, services and innovations offered by our nation’s entrepreneurs.  They include a bed and breakfast owner, Web site developer, printer, brewer, and mobility aid maker.

These small business owners will be recognized during five major award events that will focus on the achievements of America’s top entrepreneurs.  Besides the State Small Business Persons of the Year, men and women involved in 

disaster recovery, government contracting, small business champions as well as SBA partners in financial and entrepreneurial development will be honored.

The 2009 National Small Business Week award events will include the following 

individuals and groups:

• The National Small Business Person of the Year, selected from the 53 State Small Business Persons of the Year. 

• The Champion Awards, recognizing both individuals and organizations for their achievements on behalf of small business, including minority, women and veteran-owned small businesses.

• The Phoenix Awards, recognizing a public official, two business owners and a volunteer whose efforts have helped their businesses or communities recover successfully from a disaster.

• The Lender of the Year, honoring financial institutions, including those that provide financing for small business exporters and inner city businesses.

• The Entrepreneurial Development Awards honoring Small Business Development Centers, Women’s Business Centers and the National SCORE Chapter of the Year for their innovation and excellence in assistance to entrepreneurs and small businesses. 

• The Dwight D. Eisenhower Award for Excellence, recognizing large prime contractors who have excelled in their utilization of small businesses as suppliers and subcontractors.

• The Gold Star Award, recognizing exemplary performance of federal staff who manage the aggressive goals and strategic initiatives that help ensure a role for small business in the federal marketplace.

• The Frances Perkins Vanguard Award, honoring government and industry for excellence in the use of women-owned small businesses as prime contractors and subcontractors.

• The Small Business Prime Contractor and Small Business Subcontractor of the Year, honoring small businesses that have provided government and industry with outstanding goods and services as prime or sub contractors.

A complete list of all award winners is available on the National Small Business Week Web site at 

http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/index.php?pID=7&PHPSESSID=45183a82f0fb3dfe34464cec61b44693
 

Small Business Week will feature a series of forums on Energy (Going Green), Business Financing and Social Media, designed to help entrepreneurs with current, real-world issues that impact their business.  In addition, there will be a town hall forum to discuss small business concerns.  Small businesses nationwide will be able to view the forums and town hall via live webcast online.  Also, the Small Business Week Cyber Café, sponsored by Trend Micro, will provide free Wi-Fi to all attendees.

Additional information on National Small Business Week, including a detailed schedule and registration information, is online at www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com.  Media outlets are encouraged to cover National Small Business Week events, and can also register online. 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS RENEWABLE ENERGY EXPO - MAY 2ND, The Peoria County 4-H and Extension Foundation is proud to present the Central Illinois Renewable Energy Expo, May 2nd and 3rd at the Green Sports Complex in Mossville, Illinois near Peoria. This event is designed to be educational and informative with plenty of vendor displays, seminars, kids’ activities and information on renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable solutions, green lifestyles, and earth-friendly technology.

The event, the first one to be offered in Central Illinois, is designed to provide an opportunity for area residents and businesses to learn more about renewable energy and energy-efficiency products and services. Many, if not all of us, would like to know more about how to save money on heating, fuel and electricity.   To learn more about this event, please visit their website at: www.ciree.net 

PRESCRIPTION FOR RADON - A MEDICAL FORUM ON MAY 7TH - 

The Impact: Radon is the number one cause of lung cancer among non-smokers.   Radon is also the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.
 

Please plan to join us for an informative day for healthcare professionals to:
-       Understand the latest epidemiologic studies regarding radon as a cause of lung cancer
-       Learn effective strategies to communicate the risk of radon exposure
-       Empower patients through communicating both preventative and corrective measures to eliminate radon exposure pathways
-       Gain valuable resources to assist you with patient education
 

This forum will be held on Thursday, May 7th at The Hyatt Lodge at McDonalds Campus, 2815 Jorie Boulevard in Oak Brook. For more information and to receive registration information, please visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call: 1-800-252-3998.  Please pass the word.  
UPS AND OUTS OF STARTUP JOB GROWTH
Growth is most noticeable in dogs, cats and humans when they are puppies, kittens and infants. A new analysis by the Kauffman Foundation looking at the Census Bureau's Business Dynamics Statistics reveals the same phenomenon in businesses: growth, as measured by net employment, is most significant for younger companies compared to their more mature counterparts.  Infant mortality of young firms is very high, though - nearly 20 percent of all jobs at very young startups are lost due to the businesses failing within the first year. 

Nevertheless, net employment growth in the firms that survive their first birthday is 15 percent. The net employment growth gradually tapers off as firms mature, but so, too, does the risk of failure and closing.  The Kauffman Foundation terms this an "up or out" pattern. 

The findings suggest TBED policies and investments that help to increase the survivability of young startups can lead to sustained employment growth, although at a lower incremental rate. Another possible implication for TBED programs could be to influence the importance of metrics that look at jobs sustained as much as annual job creation by client firms as they mature. 

High Growth and Failure of Young Firms is available at: http://www.kauffman.org/newsroom/young-businesses-that-survive-grow-faster-than-older-businesses.aspx. 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - I-57 TRUCK AND TRAILER SERVICE
Gail Anderson would never call herself a self-made woman. She knows the success of her business, the I-57 Truck and Trailer Service, has been built partially on efforts of at least three major contributors.  She knows her husband Don's background as a driver provided critical insights.  She also thanks Adrian Raymond for helping her ease into the owner's role as he rented her his facilities when the company was formed. And she will never underestimate the role of the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at Kankakee Community College.

"Ken Crite not only helped us with our business plan. He even went with us to the bank when we were ready to build our own building," she said.   Ken does recall those trying times.  "With Gail, the business was interested in expanding their operations and moving to another location," he said. "We offered assistance with the development of the business plan, record keeping, and financial assistance in the form of seeking out banks that were acquainted with the Small Business Administration."  The bottom line: The Andersons got their loan; the business grew.

Congratulations on their business expansion to I-57 Truck and Trailer Service and to the Illinois SBDC at Kankakee Community College for helping this client make their plans become reality.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – EXPORTING DATA 
How do I export data from a report in WebCATS into Microsoft Excel?  Once a report has been run in WebCATS there is no option or ability to manipulate the data of the report.  Fortunately, you do have the ability to export the report into a program that will allow you to manipulate and re-format the data.  Following are the steps for exporting a report from WebCATS into Microsoft Excel:

Click on the Report button and select the report that you want to run. (Note that you can do this with reports of any kind- Client reports, Counselor reports, Milestones reports etc.). 

Change the Output Format to "Export Format (comma delimited)".

Click Generate Report.  Once the report is finished generating, choose File|Save and save it to a location that you'll remember! 

Launch Excel and choose File|Open.  Browse to the saved data (you may have to select “All Files” from the “Files of Type” pick list at the bottom of the “Open” screen in order to find the desired file because the file that you saved is not yet an Excel file).

Once you have chosen to open the selected file, you will be taken to the "Text Import Wizard".  Step 1 of the Wizard should determine that your data is delimited- if for some reason it does not, select "delimited" and click Next. 

For Step 2 of the Wizard, choose "Comma" as your delimiter, then click Next. 

For Step 3 of the Wizard, the Column data format should be General.  Notice that there is a Data preview, similar to the WebCATS reporting preview so you can see what the column data format will look like.  Click the Finish button. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  HTTP://WWW.ENERGYTAXINCENTIVES.ORG
The Tax Incentives Assistance Project (TIAP), sponsored by a coalition of public interest nonprofit groups, government agencies, and other organizations in the energy efficiency field, is designed to give consumers and businesses information they need to make use of the federal income tax incentives for energy efficient products and technologies passed by Congress as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 and subsequently amended several times.

Beyond the stimulus plan, there are some other recent changes to energy incentives for businesses. During last fall's bailout negotiations, Congress extended until Dec. 31, 2013, a tax deduction that allows owners of commercial buildings to deduct as much as $1.80 per square foot on the cost of energy upgrades, such as installing high-efficiency interior lighting and heating, ventilating, air-conditioning and hot-water systems.

Businesses can also get a tax credit of as much as 10% of the cost of purchasing a combined heat and power system or geothermal system, which are generally used in larger commercial facilities.  In addition, the bailout package enhanced and extended, through the end of 2016, a 30% tax credit to businesses on the purchase of solar photovoltaic panels, small wind turbines, fuel cells and solar water heaters.  The stimulus plan will also allow businesses to take the renewable-energy tax credits as a grant instead, recognizing that some businesses without tax liability may not be able to benefit from the credit. The credit offsets taxes on income on a dollar-for-dollar basis.

By clicking on "Businesses" on the left hand side of the page, you can learn about incentives just for business.   Those include commercial buildings, commercial vehicles, combined heat and power, on-site renewables and fuel cells and microtrubines.    To learn more, please visit: www.energytaxincentives.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBDC NATIONAL INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE
If you've never taken advantage of the services offered by the SBDCNet, you might take a moment to check out their website. The SBDCNet offers more than just timely, relevant and quality business research at no cost to SBDC business advisors and their respective clients.  Information frequently requested includes business plan templates, industry market trends and stats, start up costs, financial ratios, competitor listings, demographic estimates and projections, consumer expenditures, retail sales potential and even competitor mapping.  Please visit the SBDCNet at www.sbdcnet.org 
MOVES AND NEWS

The United States Senate in the early hours of April 3rd gave unanimous consent to the nomination of Karen Gordon Mills to be the new Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration.  The ASBDC and the Illinois SBDC congratulates Administrator Mills and looks forward to working with her in an effort to reinvigorate the small business economy and help small businesses lead the nation's economic recovery.



 

      

     
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth for 25 Years"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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