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2010 GOVERNOR'S SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS - APPS DUE MAY 21ST

The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) is now accepting applications for the 2010 Governor's Sustainability Awards.  Please be sure to review the application details carefully!  We have updated the award criteria to better coincide with the variety of sustainable activities and projects that improve our environment that applicants may have implemented. 

 

The deadline for application submittal will be the close of business on May 21, 2010.  Applications will only be accepted on-line. The award ceremony will be held in Champaign.  A final date has not yet been set, however ISTC is targeting the second half of October 2010. 

 

You are encouraged to forward this announcement to your colleagues that may also be interested in the program.  For questions please contact:  Debra Jacobson, Regional Operations Manager, Illinois Sustainable Technology Center, Institute of Natural Resource Sustainability, University of Illinois, 1010 Jorie Boulevard, Suite 12, Oakbrook, IL  60523 - 630/472-5019 or e-mail: djacobson@istc.illinois.edu. 
VET GAZETTE – 2nd QUARTER ISSUE NOW AVAILABLE

The Second Quarter issue of the SBA VET Gazette is now available.   Please click on the link below to read the second quarter edition of this publication.

http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_program_office/ovbd_2nd_qtr2010_gazette.pdf
SBA IS REVISING PROCUREMENT SCORECARD
The U.S. Small Business Administration is revising the format of the annual Small Business Procurement Scorecard to provide more clarity and transparency on the federal government’s performance in meeting its small business contracting goals. The revised scorecard will be based on an A through F letter grade system, as opposed to the previous red, yellow, green ratings. 

The revisions will appear when SBA issues its report later this year for federal contracting in fiscal year 2009.  Over the past year, SBA has worked collaboratively with contracting and small business officials to develop the new system.  The new system better reflects the unique needs of individual agencies while maintaining a focus on achieving the statutory small business contracting goals.

The overall small business prime contracting goals have been established by Congress to ensure that small businesses get their fair share of federal contracts.  The government-wide goal for prime contracts to small businesses is 23 percent of total qualified contract dollars, with additional goals of 5 percent for small disadvantaged businesses, 5 percent for women-owned businesses, 3 percent for HUBZone small businesses, and 3 percent for service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses.  

SBA negotiates individual goals for each agency, while ensuring that when combined they meet the overall statutory goals for the federal government.  SBA’s small business procurement goal, for example, is 67.05 percent. While Scorecards will measure subcontracting activity, that information is not factored into the determination of whether the federal government meets the statutory small business prime contracting goals.

The new scorecard holistically assesses an agency’s entire small business procurement performance.  An agency’s overall grade will be comprised of three quantitative measures: prime contracts (80 percent), subcontracts (10 percent) and its progress plan for meeting goals (10 percent).  

The letter grades for prime contracting and subcontracting will show an A+ for agencies that meet or exceed 120 percent of their goals, an A for those between 100 percent and 119 percent, a B for 90 to 99 percent, a C for 80 to 89 percent, a D for 70 to 79 percent and an F for less than 70 percent.

In last year’s Scorecard rating performance for the FY 2008 contracting year, small businesses won 21.5 percent of contract dollars, or about $93.3 billion out of a small business-eligible base of about $434 billion.  More than half of all agencies met their individual goals.  The small business eligible base for FY 2009 was about $437 billion. 

An example of the new Scorecard format can be accessed at http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_homepage/score_card_mock_up.pdf 

SIX WAYS HEALTH REFORM WILL HELP SMALL BUSINESSES
Small businesses want to provide health coverage for their workers, but they face extraordinary challenges in doing so, including premiums that are 18 percent higher on average than large businesses pay for the same coverage. Health reform legislation signed by the President includes a number of important benefits to help make coverage more affordable. Please click on the White House.Gov page for information about the new law and how it will help small businesses. http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/small-business
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - TLC METALS
TLC Metals, a sole proprietorship in Jonesboro, Illinois, was established in 1994 as a recycling business and then as a parts and manufacturing business. 

TLC Metals buys, sells, and remanufactures (recycles) new and used diesel locomotive and barge engines from the Electro-Motive division (EMD) of General Motors. EMD engines are currently being used throughout the world. Applications include locomotives, barge/towboats, oil drilling rigs, etc. New railroad lines are constantly being developed in other countries. Third world countries that have never utilized electricity are now purchasing EMD locomotive engines. The company also sells parts needed for specific engine applications. “There are common engine applications in which the parts that are needed are not readily available. Many of these parts are manufactured, converted, or remanufactured by our company”, says owner, Todd Suhling. “We have established a reputation for selling only the highest quality of new and used parts. Presently, the company offers nine remanufactured products and eight new products”. 

TLC Metals realized that the size of its current building was inadequate. The engine and engine parts are very large and require a lot of space for manufacturing, re-manufacturing and storage. A larger facility would allow TLC Metals to expand its line of products. Suhling contacted the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Shawnee Community College in Ullin and Union County Economic Developer John Baldwin to assist in locating property suitable for this type of operation, business plan development, and financing. The team worked together to identify potential property and TLC Metals was able to purchase a building along with two adjacent Quonset huts that will be used for storage. This property offers more than 6 times the space of the current facility. Suhling says, “I am very happy that our business has grown throughout the years and that the company has the capability of purchasing a facility that will meet the needs of our customers. I hope that this is only the next step and that the continued growth of our business will necessitate future expansion”. 

Financing was secured in the amount of $30,000 through the Union County Revolving Loan Fund and $110,000 through a local bank. Owner Todd Suhling said, “The services provided by the Illinois Small Business Center at Shawnee Community College were invaluable. I couldn’t have completed this project without their assistance. I would highly recommend their services to anyone wanting to start or expand a business”. This expansion will help to retain one employee and create two new positions.

Congratulations to Todd Suhling of TLC Metals and to the Illinois SBDC at Shawnee Community College on the successful expansion of this Southern Illinois small business.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WEBCATS GETTING A NEW URL

On Monday, April 19th Softshare/Outreach Systems will migrate the Illinois WebCATS database from the Softshare domain to the OutreachSystems domain. Softshare/Outreach Systems will offer redirects from the current URL to the new URL for several months which means there should again be minimal impact on your operations.  However, you will need to eventually update your WebCATS bookmarks to the new URL.  Please note that this new URL will not take effect until Monday, April 19th.  The current and new URL's are below.

Current URL:  https://illinois.softshare.com
New URL:      https://illinios.outreachsystems.com
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.REMARKABLOGGER.COM 

THE ANATOMY OF A BUSINESS BLOG LAUNCH is the topic of an article on remarkablogger.com.  Your business and your blog are very tightly linked together because the direction of your business is also the direction of your blog. Your blog is your main marketing channel and you’re going to use it to communicate with the people who need your help.   To learn more about how to properly launch a business blog, please click on the link below from Remarkablogger.

http://remarkablogger.com/2010/04/08/anatomy-of-a-business-blog-launch/
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SELF EMPLOYMENT WEBINAR SERIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Please help promote this free webinar series for people with disabilities presented by the Illinois Assistive Technology Program in partnership with the Washington Assistive Technology Foundation (WATF).  

Free Self-Employment and Business Planning Webinar Series for People with Disabilities - Are you thinking about starting a business?  Or need a Business Loan for your small business?  Then sign up for FREE Accessible Web-based Meetings!

Spring 2010 Class Dates:

Wednesday, May 19th 2 -4 PM - Overview of Self-Employment

Wednesday, May 26th 2 -4 PM - The Business Plan – an overview

To Register:

Contact: Eric Guidish - Illinois Assistive Technology Program

Phone:  800-852-5110 V/TTY         

Email:  eguidish@iltech.org
Deadline to Register is May 10th

Presented By the Illinois Assistive Technology Program/ILoan Program in partnership with the Washington Assistive Technology Foundation (WATF)


”My experience attending the Webinars and networking with staff have proved to be very useful and I view the end results as a huge personal success.  I always felt that given half the chance, I could do this, but it was always out of my economic reach.  I am quite happy and pleased with WATF.  WATF is the real deal!”   --  Webinar participant
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 
This week on CenterConnect you will find updates on the IEN Illinois SBDC Current Environment and S.W.O.T. (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) discussions that were held at the last strategic planning session in December.  The revised strategic plan will be sent out next week. 

MOVES AND NEWS

The 2010 Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESGBA) Conference will celebrate the importance of small businesses in America and will be hosted by Millikin University in Decatur on Monday, May 24 & Tuesday, May 25, 2010.  With the ever-changing landscape of America’s workforce, Jude Kiah will explore Millennials in the Workforce.  Millennials are the fastest growing segment of our work force.  Who are they? They are the generation born after 1980, and they come with a different set of rules and needs as workers.  To be effective as managers, we will have to learn how to work with this group, as they are 90 million strong, and replacing our rapidly retiring workforce with alarming speed. Registration information for the IESBGA Conference is available online at www.dce.siu.edu
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
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