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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

- New Buy Illinois Website Announced
- SBA Honors Small Business Award Winners 
- CDB Procurement Opportunity Information Web Page

- Eighth Annual Statewide Leadership Conference
- Chicago MED Week Award Nominations

- "IRS' Latest Enforcement: Is the Bulls-eye on Small  Businesses?"

 
 

New Buy Illinois Website Announced
Following up on his commitment to helping Illinois businesses grow, Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich unveiled the Buy Illinois Network Web site, an important tool that will help Illinois businesses market their goods and services online.  The Web site, www.buyillinois.net  will help consumers and purchasers locate vendors and producers throughout the state, allowing Illinois businesses to sell their products and services to a larger audience.  The Web site is a component of Gov. Blagojevich’s “Buy Illinois” initiative to increase opportunities for Illinois small and medium-sized businesses to more effectively sell their goods and services. The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) developed the Web site, which is free of charge for registering companies, to market Illinois goods and services by linking potential purchasers with producers who are located across the state.  The Buy Illinois Web site replaced the buyillinoisproducts.com Web site, formerly operated by the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA).  Those food processors and producers are encouraged to register free of charge with the new Web site. Illinois consumers spend billions of dollars on goods and services every year, and even a small shift in consumer buying habits to target more in-state buying would be a tremendous boost to the Illinois economy.  The Buy Illinois initiative includes a statewide series of regional trade fairs, procurement workshops and training programs in partnership with the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and Central Management Services (CMS) designed to help companies and small business understand the opportunities to become suppliers, contractors and subcontractors with several state agencies.  The Buy Illinois Network Web site is designed to continue this movement and build upon its success, helping businesses market their commercial products and services to potential customers across the state and stimulate more in-state, business-to-business commerce. 
  
SBA Honors Small Business Award Winners During National Small Business Week 2006
The U.S. Small Business Administration will honor the nation’s most outstanding entrepreneurs, and announce the National Small Business Person of the Year for 2006, during National Small Business Week in Washington, D.C., April 12-13, 2006.  More than 100 outstanding small business owners from around the country will be honored at award events that will focus on the achievements of America’s top entrepreneurs.  Four major award events will take place, culminating with the announcement of the National Small Business Person of the Year, and a tribute to small businesses recovering from natural disasters, including the recent hurricanes that devastated the Gulf region. The National Small Business Person of the Year and runners-up will be selected from among the 53 state small business winners, including the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam.

Small business honorees reflect the full range of business products, services and innovations offered by our nation's entrepreneurs, ranging from a cake bakery to a family health club; from a dairy farm to a manufacturer of components for Blackhawk helicopters.

This year the SBA will present a new award, the 2006 American Spirit Awards, which will recognize the accomplishments of small businesses in the areas devastated by the 2005 hurricanes, and acts of volunteerism on the part of individuals and businesses that went above and beyond the call of duty in their efforts to aid victims.

Small Business Champion Award winners will also be honored.  These awards recognize individuals who have distinguished themselves by their advocacy on behalf of women-owned, minority-owned and veteran-owned small businesses.  Champion Awards will go to a small business journalist, financial services and home-based business representative who contribute to small business development, as well as to a small business exporter, young entrepreneur and family-owned business. The National SCORE Chapter of the Year will also be honored.

In addition, the SBA will recognize the Small Business Development Centers (SBDC’s) 25th anniversary, marking the remarkable and successful milestone aiding the nation’s entrepreneurs to realize their dreams of business ownership.

The Phoenix Awards recognize a public official, a business owner and a volunteer whose efforts have enabled their businesses or communities to recover successfully from a disaster.  Several financial institutions will receive Lender Awards for their efforts in using SBA loan programs to support the growth of small businesses.

SBA will also award a number of honors in the area of federal contracting. Those awards include:

• Dwight D. Eisenhower Award for Excellence, recognizing large prime contractors that have excelled in their utilization of small businesses as suppliers and subcontractors.

• Gold Star Award, recognizing the exemplary performance of federal personnel who carry out the aggressive goals and strategic initiatives that help ensure a role for small business in the federal marketplace.

• Frances Perkins Vanguard Award, honoring government and industry for excellence in the use of women-owned small businesses as prime contractors and subcontractors.

• Small Business Prime Contractor and Small Business Subcontractor of the Year, honoring small businesses that have provided the government and industry with outstanding goods and services either as prime contractors or as subcontractors.

For additional information on Small Business Week 2006, including a full schedule of events, go online to www.sba.gov/sbw .


 

CDB Procurement Opportunity Information Web Page

The Capital Development Board has replaced the Bid Information Newsletter with a user-friendly website page that is continuously available to CDB partners in the design and construction industries. The BIN no longer will be published in its current form as a single document. In its place is a web-based information page on the CDB website that will be updated directly by CDB project managers. Everyone with an interest in CDB procurement opportunities will still receive updated periodic e-mail notifications.  You can sign up for these e-mail notices by visiting the “on-line request for notification” icon on the CDB homepage. Like the BIN, The Procurement Opportunity information Page will be updated twice a month, on approximately the 15th and the 30th. This new website page will constitute the agency’s legal procurement advertisement as required by the Illinois Procurement Code. To view this new page, please visit www.cdb.state.il.us/procurement.shtml. 
 
Eighth Annual Statewide Leadership Conference: Leadership in the Real World

June 7, 2006 in Champaign, Illinois  Designed for people who are in leadership positions, serve on a board of directors, or are working on community projects, and seek to manage community involvement in those projects more effectively.  Topics include facilitating groups, building consensus, homeland security, building a community foundation, cultural differences, developing youth as leaders, and leading without power.  $75 fee includes refreshments, lunch, and all materials. Scholarships available. Participation is limited, so register early.  contact Anne Heinze Silvis at asilvis@uiuc.edu , call Anne at 217.333.5126 or go to www.communitydevelopment.uiuc.edu   
 

 

Chicago MED Week Award Nominations
REMINDER: Attached you will find detailed information and awards criteria for the Chicago MED Week Award Nominations.  The April 17th deadline for submissions is fast approaching.   If any of the IEN Centers a potential nominee please contact Carole Harris at the SBA at (312)353-4003.
 

 

"IRS' Latest Enforcement: Is the Bulls-eye on Small Businesses?"
On April 5, 2006, Thomas M. Sullivan, Chief Counsel for Advocacy, testified before the Committee on Small Business, U.S. House of Representatives on "IRS’ Latest Enforcement: Is the Bulls-eye on Small Businesses?". This testimony can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/test06_0405.pdf.
 

If you have any questions regarding Advocacy's testimony, please contact Candace Ewell at (202) 401-9787.
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  

