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NOTE:  The April 9th edition of the Weekly Connection is arriving early to allow us to wish everyone a very peaceful and joyful weekend.

HAPPY EASTER!
In Today's Weekly Connection:

· New Director Starts at DCEO

· IMEC Launches Made in Illinois Campaign

· Chicago Innovation Pipeline Available Online
· Illinois Governor's Sustainability Awards
· U.S. Postal Service Launches Innovative Technology for Small Businesses 

· Program Success of the Week - Kaliber Imaging, Inc.

· Getting the Most Out of WebCATS

· Website of the Week - http://ledger.illinoiscomptroller.com/
· Resource of the Week - Corporate Turnaround's Business Tool Box for SBDCs

· What's New on CenterConnect
· Moves and News

New Director Starts at DCEO 

Governor Pat Quinn has tapped his budget director to take over the state's commerce department.  David Vaught, who has led the Office of Management and Budget since 2009, has been appointed director of the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, effective Monday, April 2nd. Vaught is replacing Warren Ribley, who left his post to become the executive director of the Illinois Medical District Commission.  Please join us in welcoming Director Vaught to DCEO. 
IMEC Launches Made in Illinois Campaign 

As part of the national “Make it in America” campaign being undertaken by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Manufacturing Extension Partnership, IMEC is launching a companion Made in Illinois program to showcase Illinois products to the public and provide an internet-based forum for manufacturers to connect and generate business opportunities. Illinois manufacturers can register for a free profile page to feature their products and services, share company news, and display pictures and videos.

You can join IMEC in the campaign by communicating about Made in Illinois directly to your local manufacturers, displaying the Made in Illinois icon on your organization’s website or other promotional materials, and distributing information at your events and other activities that will involve manufacturers.  IMEC will also be developing a Made in IL Partner recognition page on the IMEC website and social channels.  If you join the campaign, IMEC will add your organization’s logo to the list of supporters.  Contact Tucker Kennedy at tkennedy@imec.org to discuss ways to partner with IMEC.
Chicago Innovation Pipeline Available Online
The Chicago Innovation Pipeline, an interactive, web-based tool featuring top technologies available for license from leading Chicago-area research institutions is now available. The Pipeline is a searchable database that provides one-stop shopping for members of industry and investors. Technologies are organized by product type, therapeutic area and development stage. Detailed product sheets for each technology as well as links to key contacts are included for easy download. Current Pipeline participants are Argonne National Laboratory; Children’s Memorial Research Center; Loyola University; University of Chicago; and University of Illinois at Chicago. To read more, please click HERE.
Illinois Governor's Sustainability Awards

The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) is accepting applications for the "2012 Illinois Governor's Sustainability Awards".     

The deadline for application submittal is the close of business on Friday, May 25, 2012.  Applications will only be accepted electronically.  Details can be found on this website: http://www.istc.illinois.edu/info/govs_awards.cfm
Two categories of awards will be presented:
· Governor's Sustainability Award

· Governor's Sustainability Award for Continuous Improvement (for past award winners only)

The award ceremony will be held this fall in the Chicago area.  Please forward this announcement to your clients and others that may be interested in the program. Details and application information can be found on the Illinois Sustainable Technology Center website or contact Deb Jacobson at 630-472-5019, djacobso@illinois.edu.

U.S. Postal Service Launches Innovative Technology for Small Businesses 

The U.S. Postal Service wants the small business world to know about its direct mail shipping service for small businesses, called ”Every Door Direct Mail.”

With Every Door Direct Mail, small businesses including restaurants, auto dealerships and doctor’s offices can send out direct mail campaigns such as postcards and brochures, with postage rates as low as 14.5 cents.  The remarkable thing is that you don’t need a mailing list with specific addresses and/or names, or a postal permit. Such items typically drive up the costs and effort in a direct mail campaign.

Instead, the Postal Service’s website provides an online mapping tool.  You  can choose a city, county, zip code or even a neighborhood (i.e., within a 5-mile radius of a specific address).  You just choose the area, and the direct mail will be delivered without the need to affix labels or print specific addresses.

The tool is fairly easy to use.  Once you’ve registered your business and learn it the first time, thereafter it only takes minutes to schedule a simple local mailing.  It walks you through the process step by step.  The amount of your postage cost  is displayed instantly online.  Once you pay, you print out the documentation and take it to the Post Office along with your bundles of direct mail pieces.

This is part of a larger initiative by the Postal Service to use innovation and technology to serve small businesses.

Program Success of the Week -Kaliber Imaging, Inc.

Kaliber Imaging, Inc. is a TIES client of the Illinois SBDC at College of DuPage, whose company headquarters is in Barrington.  When a client receives assistance from a Center and is so moved that they write a Thank You letter, that truly is a measure of success.

We want to thank David Gay for sharing with us, a letter written by Judy Reinhold from Kaliber to David, outlining the excellent assistance received by the company through the Illinois SBDC TIES program services.  A portion of the letter is below.  Congratulations to Kaliber Imaging, Inc. and to the Illinois SBDC at College of DuPage.

March 3, 2012

Dear David,

     On behalf of Ralph and myself, I'd like to thank you for your help in obtaining the SBDC Small Business Assistance Grant.  At this stage in our development, the $5,000 is extremely important to us.

     As I'm writing, a piece of paper fluttered to the floor.  It was an email from you from fall 2010 suggesting we apply for the NIH SBIR Joint Robotics Solicitation.  We did, we got it.  We also hired Barbara Norris Coates as our grant consultant, who you recommended to us.  We've been working with her ever since.  I have no idea where that paper came from, and before I saw it, I hadn't remembered that you were the one that led us in that direction.

     Sandra Beccue, from WISC recommended we apply to the Law and Entrepreneurial Clinic UW Madison.  We were interviewed, accepted into the program and they are handling all of our legal issues – at this time they're preparing a patent – at no cost to us.

     Sandra also recommended we talk to the Physical Science Lab (PSL) and they have helped with prototype development.

     Brian McCall – our lead student lawyer from the L&E Clinic recommended I meet with a professor in the Business School.  I did – and his students prepared an awesome report including market analysis and plan, funding strategy, potential partners, competitive landscape, and more.

     I just wanted you to know that your help has been a whirlwind of success stories for us.  Thank you so much.

Best Regards, Judy Reinhold

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
Checking for Duplicate Clients - One way to ensure that duplicate clients do not grow in our database is to be reminded to allow pop-ups in WebCATS.  This will enable the automatic duplicate check feature that searches for duplicates each time you enter a client into WebCATS.  WebCATS also performs an automatic pop up check at the login page to warn users of the need to allow pop-ups.  If you need further information on allowing pop-ups on your computer please reference the following link: http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/webcats/faq/43.asp
Whenever a client's status (pre-venture or in business) changes it is imperative that we update their profile information to reflect the change.  When you create a "started a business" milestone you will receive the following message:  You have just created a "started a business" milestone.  Would you like to have the client status updated from "pre-venture/nascent" to "start-up (In Bus. < 1year)"? (If you respond with {OK}, the client's Date Established will be updated to the current date)  Note: The client record's business type is currently "NA".  You may wish to update the client record if their type of business is now different.  Please say "OK" to this message to update the client status field and date established field.  We use these fields to track the current percentage of In Business vs. Not In Business clients.  It is very important to have accurate data in these fields.   Thank you for helping to keep this client information accurate and up to date.
Website of the Week - http://ledger.illinoiscomptroller.com/
Illinois Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka has launched a new website that will give the public easier access to a huge array of state financial information.

The website provides real time information on the state's unpaid bills, new hires, and how much different state agencies are spending.   Other features include the ability to search private companies who have contracts with the state. 

The site provides access to information on the state's fiscal condition, bond ratings, reports on incentives for private companies, and statements on the financial conditions of local taxing bodies.   Much of the information already was available, but was spread out and often difficult to access. Now, it will be pooled in one location


The website also will allow the public to easily file electronic freedom of information of requests by clicking on a link for information that may not be available on the site.
To view this new website, please click on: http://ledger.illinoiscomptroller.com/ 

Resource of the Week - Corporate Turnaround's Business Tool Box for SBDCs

The Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) understands the importance of small businesses in today’s marketplace.   That is why they work closely with their exhibitors, sponsors and alliance partners to provide you with real values on today’s most sought after products. 

One of those resources is the Corporate Turnaround's Business Tool Box for SBDCs.  

Corporate Turnaround specializes in debt restructuring for small businesses.   To learn more about their Tool Box for SBDCs, please click on the following link: http://www.corporateturnaround.com/toolbox/
If you have questions about their services, please contact: Mr. Charles Evans, Director of Business Development at Corporate Turnaround at: (800) 411-1113 Ext. 4047
What's New on CenterConnect
The Illinois PTAC Calendar Year 2011 Annual Report Brochure is now on CenterConnect.   It is in pdf form and can be printed as needed by local centers.   Please share this information with your host organization and other important stakeholders.   It clearly demonstrates the value and economic impact of the Illinois PTAC.   Thanks and Congratulations to all of the Illinois PTACs for your contributions which helped to make these accomplishments possible.
Moves and News

Veterans Entrepreneurial Boot Camp at GSU - Sign up now for a FREE full day of Veteran business-focused activities at the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Governors State University on May 9, 2012. Developed by Veterans for Veterans to promote Veteran owned business start-ups, Veteran financing options and growing and improving results of existing Veteran owned businesses. Hear from fellow Vet’s about their entrepreneurial journeys. 

Get the latest on:

· Marketing Your Business on a Shoestring Budget

· Financing Opportunities • Your Internet Presence

· “Military Friendly” Franchising Opportunities

· Planning Your New Business - Business Plans Why?

· Government Contracting • International Trade

· the “Law and Order of Entrepreneurship”

· Business Killers • Biz Plan Financials 

· Get Your Business Certified. . .and More

This full day event is free to all Veterans. A complimentary breakfast and full lunch will be provided. All presentation material and other helpful tools will be provided free to attendees on a “Dog Tag” style flash drive.  Business partners of veterans and family members pay only $25.00 for this $99.00 value (due at registration).
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each 

Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small 

business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to 

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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