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SEDAC ENERGY SAVINGS FACT SHEETS

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) has just released 2 new important and informative fact sheets for energy savings in Convenience Stores/Gas Stations and Restaurants.    Please click on http://smartenergy.arch.uiuc.edu/html/what_factsheets.html  to view these new publications. 
ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER
The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.  Please click on the link below to access the April 2008 issue, Volume 27, number 4.

http://www.sba.gov/advo/april08.pdf.   In this issue you will  find:   Simplifying the Home Office Business Deduction, 2;  Message from the Chief Counsel, State Regulatory Flexibility Proposals in Bloom, 3;  Regulatory News,   Advocacy Hosts Driver Training Roundtable, 1; Research Notes, New Reports on Health Insurance, Global Competition, 4.
ENTREPRENEURSHIP STUDY

Please click on the link below to view a summary of a recent interesting study linking economic success with the level of entrepreneurship in a region.  

This summary was provided to us by the DCEO Research Office from the Council for Community and Economic Research, formerly known as ACCRA.  http://www.c2er.org/downloads/publications/newsletter/Entrepreneurship.htm.
GAZELLE SOLO ENTREPRENEURS 

While some self-employment ventures struggle to make ends meet, others hit the big time quickly. An interesting new Information Week article takes a closer look at the phenomenon of solo entrepreneurs who earn more than $1 million per year. These companies share several characteristics. Most importantly, they all rely heavily on the web, high speed computing, and new mobile technologies. In fact, they could probably not succeed without these base technology solutions. Most of these entrepreneurs seem to loathe traditional management tasks, and have little interest in building a large operation. However, that does not mean that they don’t want to make money. They just want to do it on their own terms. The article also includes interesting profiles of successful solo firms such as Steamshowers4less.com a distributor of steam shower systems, and Plenty of Fish, a popular on-line dating site. “Solo Entrepreneurs: Big Bucks from Tiny Computing Start-ups,” by Alice LePlante, appeared in the March 18, 2008 issue of Information Week. ( Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)

LIBRARIES AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

If you think about key institutions involved in revitalizing rural America, you probably don’t put libraries at the top of your list. Yet, as a new Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs study notes, libraries and librarians are key assets in many rural communities. Public libraries serve as community centers, but they can also contribute to local economic development efforts. This is especially true when it comes to serving local entrepreneurs who can benefit greatly from marketing research and other materials available at local libraries. The study reviews several case studies of effective programs (for example, in Lancaster County, PA), and offers tips for how libraries can be better partners in support of local entrepreneurs and their companies.  Download the Winter 2008 Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs Rural Research Report, “Public Libraries and Community Economic Development: Partnering for Success,” by Christine Hamilton-Pennell. ( Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - Legislative District Locator Tool http://www.elections.illinois.gov/DistrictLocator/SelectSearchType.aspx
This site is the Illinois State Board of Elections Legislative District Locator tool.    It will allow you to accurately identify the Congressional, State Senate and State House District for each of your clients.    After reaching this site, please click on the "By Address" tab.    All you need is the 9 digit zip code or the street address and five digit zip code of your client.   Simply enter that information into the form on this webpage and click on "Search".   It is critical that you enter accurate information into WebCATS so that when we provide Congressional Briefings and information by legislative districts, that we reporting correct information.   Thank You for using this tool. 
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - www.growilbiz.org
After the Spring Meeting, we realized that there are many individuals who are new to the IEN.   We wanted to remind new (and not so new) members of a very valuable resource available to all of us.   This website address is that of the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA).   Within the "Members Section" of this website is a Skills Profile area.    It is designed to be a resource for each of you to use when you need assistance in a specific area.   It will let you search by topic to find out which member of the Network has expertise in a particular subject.   However, it will only be effective, if each of you completes the Skills Profile for yourself.

It is easy to do.   Simply go to the website and look for the Members Section on the right hand side of the webpage.    Your "username" is the email address you use as your IESBGA membership email address.    Your "password" is your last name.   Once logged in, please take the time to complete your own Skills Profile.    We can each be a resource for one another, if we all share the knowledge and expertise we have.    Thanks to each of you for taking the time to complete your profile. 
MOVES AND NEWS

Special thanks to all of the members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network who participated in last week’s Spring Meeting.  We hope you all found it to be informative and productive.  We would like to remind all IEN members about the dates for the upcoming meetings.     Please save these dates.

Summer Meetings will be held on:

- Tuesday, August 5th at the Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center in Forest Park

- Wednesday, August 6th at the Illinois SBDC at Illinois State in Normal and

- Thursday, August 7th, at the Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia

Please plan on attending one of these three Summer meetings.

IESBGA Annual Conference - September 2nd-5th, 2008 in Chicago in conjunction with the ASBDC Annual Conference

- IESBGA Business Meeting will be held September 2nd from 1:30pm to 5:00pm
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
