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Director Warren Ribley Starts New Position at the Illinois Medical District

After nine years with the Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO), Warren Ribley has resigned his position as Director of DCEO to accept a new position as the Executive Director of the Illinois Medical District in Chicago beginning, today, April 2nd. 


In his departing message to staff Director Ribley said "It goes without saying that DCEO is the best agency within state government in which to work. I am very proud of the vast accomplishments we have achieved over the many years and likewise as proud of the outstanding staff with whom I’ve had the honor to associate."

He also added "I’ve been blessed with wonderful career opportunities throughout my life and I eagerly await the new challenges that lie ahead. I wish each and every one of you the very best that life has to offer and thank you for your service to our great State. "

We offer deep, sincere thanks to Director Ribley for his outstanding support of our entrepreneurial and small business development programs and wish him tremendous success in his new position.  Thank You, Warren. 

Illinois SBDC - Full Accreditation Status Awarded on March 17th, 2012

On Saturday, March 17th during the Spring meeting of the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) in Washington, D.C. the Accreditation Committee held their spring meeting.   On their agenda was a review of the Illinois SBDC and the conditions that resulted from an earlier on site accreditation visit.

After a review of the progress made in addressing those conditions, the Accreditation Committee concluded that the Illinois SBDC had satisfied all conditions and unanimously voted to approve our program as "Fully Accredited".

We would like to Congratulate and Thank all of you for your efforts and participation in this process that led to full accreditation the Illinois SBDC.
2011 Illinois Venture Capital Deal Activity Exceeds 2010 
Venture capital investments in Illinois companies were up 30% in 2011 over 2010. Both the number of companies receiving an investment and the total dollars invested were up over the prior year. In 2011, 93 Illinois companies received venture capital funding v. 74 companies in 2010. The total dollars invested for 2011 was $1 billion just exceeding the $930 million invested in 2010. In both years about 85% of the companies reported the dollar amount invested. Thirty-seven companies reported receiving venture funding in both 2010 and 2011 indicating strong investor support for these Illinois growth companies.  For the full article, please click HERE.
Free File from the IRS - Use It to File Your Federal Taxes for Free

IRS Free File, which has been making taxes a little less taxing for a decade, is open.  More than 33 million returns have been filed through Free File since its debut.
Everyone can use Free File, either the brand-name software offered by IRS’ commercial partners or the online fillable forms.  Free File can save you time and money. You can prepare and e-file your tax return at no charge.  The software also helps you find the tax breaks you are due.  

Free File software is a product of a public-private partnership between the IRS and the Free File Alliance, LLC. The Alliance is a consortium of approximately 20 tax software providers who make versions of their free-file products available exclusively at www.irs.gov/freefile.

All Free File members must meet certain security requirements and use the latest in encryption technology to protect taxpayers’ information. Seventy percent of taxpayers – 100 million people - are eligible for Free File software. It’s perfect for first-time filers, families looking to save money or older Americans adept at using the Internet.

The easiest way to locate a software provider is to use the online “get help” tool at www.irs.gov/freefile that, with a little of a taxpayer’s information such as income, age and state residency, can identify matching free-file products. Or, taxpayers can review all providers and their offers. Some software providers also offer state income tax preparation for free or for a fee.

Taxpayers must access the free-file products through IRS.gov or authorized kiosks to avoid any charges for preparing or e-filing a federal tax return.  Once taxpayers have selected a Free File software product, they will be directed away from IRS.gov to the partner’s site to prepare and e-file their returns. The IRS does not retain any personal information from the taxpayers.

The IRS also encourages businesses, state and local governments, charities and churches to inform their employees, clients and customers about Free File.

To learn more, please click on: http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=252506,00.html?portlet=108
Program Success of the Week - Chef Tom, Inc.

Tom and Athena Seefurth have been bootstrapping their Pizza Beer and Pizza Beer Products locally in St. Charles and regionally for about three years.  They have come a long way, since they began dreaming about beer in a garage brewery.

This company has been working with several Illinois SBDCs including the College of DuPage, Champaign County and Elgin Community College.   They are currently working with COD and Champaign County and their TIES programs, on developing the company business plan, seeking angel capital and tapping into center resources for guidance on non disclosure agreements, licensing agreements, etc.

They are expanding distribution in the United States as well as outside our boarders as they began shipping to Alberta in December.

This unique product has been mentioned and/or on various television shows including The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Rachel Ray and others and have been written up in the Chicago Tribune, N.Y. Times, WSJ and other publications. 

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS
How do I track Professional Development and Outreach in WebCATS? - WebCATS gives us the ability to track both professional development and outreach as inquiries. To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields. Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries. Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and then select your center as the contact. Enter the date, time spent, type of inquiry (Professional Development or Outreach), and counselor for the record and then click add. By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year by counselor and hours.

Website of the Week - www.smallbusinessmajority.org/ 
The Small Business Majority is an advocacy group founded and run by small business owners to focus on solving the biggest problems facing small businesses today.   Based in Washington, D.C., they actively engage small business owners and policymakers in support of solutions that promote small business growth and drive a strong economy.  They advocate for policies that create jobs and maximize business opportunities and cost savings in healthcare reform, clean energy, access to capital and other areas.

The small business community is vast, diverse and dynamic. It includes 6 million small employers with 43 million employees and nearly 22 million self-employed people, with varying political points of view. But they have at least one critical thing in common: Together, these entrepreneurs and other small business owners create jobs, innovate and grow the economy. 

 

Some of their efforts on behalf of small businesses include:

· Conducting scientific research to illuminate key questions and opinions.

· Working with policymakers to find practical solutions.

· Getting real small businesses involved to share perspectives and solve problems.

To learn more about this organization, please visit their website at: http://www.smallbusinessmajority.org/
Resource of the Week - ASBDC Gateway 
The ASBDC Gateway is a public marketplace for you and your clients to search on your own time without the hassle of making fast decisions or deal with sales reps.  You can search the ASBDC Gateway for special offers, discounts and opportunities for ASBDC Members and Small Businesses.
Take advantage of the offers available to you by searching the following categories;
 
- Accounting & Bookkeeping
- Business Planning-Business Start-Ups-Communications 
- Customer Relationship Management (CRM)
- Debt Restructuring
- Finance/ Capital Access
- Human Resources
- Information Technology
- International Trade
- Marketing/ Advertising
- Software  
 Visit the Gateway now!
What's New on CenterConnect
This week in CenterConnect you will find a copy of the eBook Small Business Breakthrough, 2nd Edition. From the Illinois based author Michael Kramer - ""The purpose of this book is to help your company break through to its greatness. The first section explains our shared experience and the reasons why most small companies struggle. The second section provides a step-by-step strategy to retrofit your business with the organizational infrastructure it needs to break through to its next level of success. The third section suggests a roadmap for using the tools and methods outlined in this book. As you read the book your goal should be to find the easiest, fastest, lowest cost and lowest risk path to achieving your greatest success.  The final section of this book will be written by you. We invite you to share your experiences applying the tools and concepts presented in this book. We want to hear your story. We want to know how you were able to use this book to take back control of your business and your life."
Moves and News

Business Resource Fair - Thursday, April 12th, from 8am to 1pm at Moraine Valley Community College in Palos Hills.  To learn more about this upcoming event, please click on the following link for more information. http://www.morainevalley.edu/ccce/pdf/Business%20Resources%20Fair%20flier_CCCE.pdf
Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge - The Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge leverages existing financial and technical assistance resources from 13 federal agencies and bureaus to spur economic growth in rural areas in approximately 20 regions to be selected through a competitive inter-agency grant process. The Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) announcement will be open until May 9, 2012. 
The Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge offers a combination of $15 million in funding from four agencies and technical assistance resources from nine additional agencies and bureaus. This opportunity will support customized solutions targeted to address the gaps and opportunities specific for individual regions by strengthening linkages to self-identified, high-potential industry clusters in competitively selected rural regions across the nation and across all sectors.
Funds awarded to the winning applicants can be used to support and accelerate a range of projects including improving rural communities’ capacity and ability to undertake projects related to housing, community facilities, or economic and community development along with creation of regional linkages that connect communities with innovation clusters and regional opportunities leading to job creation, expanded markets, and economic growth.

This initiative represents the implementation of a number of Obama Administration policy priorities including the acceleration of bottom-up innovation strategies encompassing urban, rural and multijurisdictional geographies, as opposed to imposing 'one size fits all' solutions. Also, it helps reduce federal silos and promote more coordinated federal funding opportunities that offer a more efficient system for customers to access federal resources. Regional Innovation Clusters (RICs) provide a globally proven approach for developing regional economic prosperity. The Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge is designed to accelerate the benefits of RIC-based economic development, including business formation and expansion, job creation, and enhanced competitiveness in America’s regions by coordinating federal resources to support the development of self-identified, high-growth clusters. The Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge is a project of the Taskforce for the Advancement of Regional Innovation Clusters (TARIC) and the White House Rural Council, in partnership with many other federal partners.  More information about this funding opportunity can be found at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/RuralJobsAccelerator.html
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each 

Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small 

business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to 

mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.  Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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