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16% INCREASE IN EXPORTS FOR 2007 

Recently Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich announced Illinois achieved record export growth for the third consecutive year. Illinois exports totaled more than $48.73 billion worth of goods and services in 2007, an increase of 15.79 percent from 2006, according to data released from WISER, the World Institute for Strategic Economic Research, who compiles its information from the US Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division.  This record growth maintains Illinois’ place as the fifth largest exporting state in the nation, up from seventh in 2005. 

The $48.73 billion the state exported in 2007 was an increase of $6.65 billion over 2006, and a nearly 36 percent increase over 2005.  This total is nearly 4 percent higher than the national average of 12 percent. Illinois exports have increased close to 90 percent over the 2002 export figure of $25.69 billion. Illinois is now the nation’s fifth ranked exporting state behind only Texas, California, New York and Washington. Direct exports accounted for 7.1 percent of the Gross State Product (GSP) in 2006. Top countries for Illinois’ exports are Canada, Mexico, Germany, Australia, United Kingdom, Japan, Netherlands, China (mainland), Belgium and Brazil.  Top sectors include machinery, computers and electronic products and equipment, transportation equipment, chemicals, agricultural/food and kindred products.  Please go to http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/News/homepage_pr_03212008.htm for more details.

NFIP WORKSHOP

Out of the 102 Counties in Illinois, only 16 still do not participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  The overwhelming majority of these counties are located in IEMA Region 9 (S.E. Illinois). 
Non-participating communities are ineligible for flood insurance coverage as well as certain types of disaster assistance and mitigation funding.  With recent regulation changes for lenders, flood insurance coverage is often a loan requirement.  

Recent flooding in Southern Illinois has increased the awareness on the lack of flood insurance coverage in these counties.  There is plenty of bad information on the NFIP being delivered.  For this reason, Effingham County has volunteered to host a NFIP informational workshop on the morning of April 30.   

Please forward this email to agents and local officials and STRONGLY encourage those non-participating counties to attend.  The list of non-participating counties is shown below.

Clay; Edgar; Effingham; Fayette; Ford; Hamilton; Hardin; Jasper; Lawrence; Marion; Pope; Richland; Saline; Shelby; Wabash and Wayne Counties.

For questions and additional information about the workshop please contact Paul Osman, NFIP State Coordinator at 217-782-4428 or PAUL.OSMAN@illinois.gov. 
$267M USDA LOAN TO EXPAND BROADBAND
On March 25, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Under Secretary Thomas Dorr announced that Open Range Communications, headquartered in Denver, Colo., will receive a $267 million loan from USDA Rural Development to provide broadband service to 518 rural communities in 17 states. The commitment represents one of the largest public-private investments for broadband service by the federal government, the USDA reports. It is also the first USDA Rural Development investment to support Wi-Max technology.
 
The Open Range project is intended to cover more than six million people and serve more than 447,000 households within five years. In addition, the services are expected to help create jobs and business opportunities in the project's 17 states, including: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Wisconsin.
 
The partnership will help address the need to deploy wireless, portable broadband connectivity to improve service in considerable portions of rural America. The set of services will provide Wi-Max technology that transmits wireless data in areas not serviced by cable or DSL technologies. Open Range plans to offer affordable, wireless high-speed broadband service to underserved and unserved areas.
 
In addition to broadband, Open Range will offer satellite services to provide rural residents with portable connectivity virtually nationwide. Improved service with portability features will improve communications and responses for emergency first responders, such as law enforcement and rescue providers, and healthcare providers.  Open Range is leveraging the $267 million government loan with an investment of more than $100 million from the private sector. The loan is contingent upon Open Range meeting the conditions of the loan agreement.
 
The Rural Development Broadband Loan and Loan Guarantee Program is making the loan. Since its inception, the program has awarded $1.6 billion in loans for projects to provide rural broadband services. The Rural Development Broadband program has financed a variety of technologies, including wireless, fiber, hybrid fiber/coax, DSL and broadband over power lines. 
 
Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
INTERNATIONAL IMPACT ON SMALL FIRMS

International Competitive Pressure Varies In Impact On U.S. Manufacturers - Very Small Manufacturers More Affected By Global Conditions
Currency exchange rate pressures lead to an increase in the exit rates very small manufacturers (fewer than 20 employees), finds a report released today by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

“Interestingly, small manufacturers in high-tech industries are more insulated from international competitive pressures than those in other sectors,” said Robert Feinberg, professor at American University and author of the paper. 

The study, The Impact of International Competition on Small-Firm Exit in U.S. Manufacturing, (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs320tot.pdf) focused on 1990 to 2004.  The author noted little variation in the overall exit rate of small manufacturers over time, but a reasonable amount of variation across firm size and industry.  Factors affecting exit across firm sizes included overall economic activity, labor costs, and whether the firm’s industry sector produced consumer goods.  Changes in an industry’s import share produced mixed results across time periods and firm sizes.

For more information and a complete copy of the report, visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo.
NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK WEBSITE

The U.S. Small Business Administration this week launched a new Web site, www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com, for National Small Business Week 2008, featuring information about the agency’s premier annual event.  The celebration of National Small Business Week is April 21-25, with events in Washington, D.C., April 21-23 and in New York City April 24-25. 
Up-to-the-minute highlights, multimedia content and information will be updated to the Web site during Small Business Week events in real-time.  An added interactive feature will allow visitors to www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com  to upload photos of the events directly to the site. 

A full updated schedule of events appears below, and online at http://www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com/Schedule/.

After Small Business Week 2008 events have ended, the Web site will continue to serve as a nucleus for dialogue and communication, with archived events from 2008 accessible at the click of a mouse button.  Small business community members can receive updates on future SBA events, including a post-event discussion of National Small Business Week 2008 activities. 

Online registration for National Small Business Week is now open.  To hold your place, visit online to the new site at www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com.  Media outlets are encouraged to cover National Small Business Week events, and can also register online. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - Identify Theft Webinar Recording

Identity theft is an ever increasing problem for businesses and individuals alike.   As part of our Small Business Forum, monthly webinars, the IRS presented at 25 minute program with tips on how to avoid being a victim of this type of crime.   In addition, information was provided on what to do, if you suspect you may have had your identity stolen and who can help.   The program was presented on Wednesday, March 26th at 1pm, but the link provided will take you to the archived recording.    The recording uses the SBA ReadyTalk system.    You will be asked to type in your name, email, phone number and company.   Click on "submit" and the program will begin.    We hope you find this information helpful to you both professionally to share with clients and personally to protect yourself.  Simply click on:  https://cc.readytalk.com/play?id=gwn4aqe2 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Virtual Advisor Workshops
As we continue to look for ways to work more efficiently, using technology for training and education opportunities should be right at the top of the list.    At this time, we are currently reviewing several resources for possible purchase to help you help clients.   One of those opportunities is the Virtual Advisor Workshops.   We understand that about 15 SBDC state programs are using this training tool.   Your opinion matters and we would like you to take a few minutes to look at these two programs and let us know what you think.    They are quick to review, flexible in options and provide forms and checklists.   The first one is Analyzing Your Competition and the second is Targeting Your Market.   Both are also offered in Spanish.    After taking a look, please let us know what you think by emailing your comments to: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
http://64.46.37.170/vaworkshop/Analyzing_Your_Competition/English/main.htm  http://64.46.37.170/vaworkshop/Targeting_Your_Market/English/main.htm
MOVES AND NEWS

We welcome two new Directors to the Illinois SBDC this week.     First, the new director at the Illinois SBDC at the College of Lake County is Jan Bauer.    She joins the Center having just been the Executive Director of the Round Lake Area Chamber of Commerce.   In her time there Jan developed new initiatives which included value added member programs.    As a result of her leadership, the active membership grew from 85 to 205 in just 18 months.     We are very glad she can now use those skills in assisting clients through the Illinois SBDC.   Welcome Jan.

The other new center director is Andrew Fogaty who is at the Illinois SBDC at Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago (ICNC).   He has worked at ICNC since 2006,  working as the Outreach Coordinator, so he is no stranger to this Center and the clients they serve.    In that capacity, Andrew assisted companies with marketing, finance, website design and strategic planning.    He is also the founder and owner of SchoolandDaycare.com, in addition to being the author of two published books on school and daycare.    We welcome Andrew to the Illinois SBDC as well.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
