
-------------------------------------------------------------
THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION
-------------------------------------------------------------
March 26, 2007
 

In Today's Weekly Connection: 

-    Signage Information for Small Businesses Available at New Website
-    Hot Technologies for 2007 
-    Ranking State Education Systems 
-    2007 Women’s Entrepreneurship Conference at COD
-    National Small Business Person of the Year to be Named
-    February 2007 IEN Performance Statistics
-    Q&A on Women-Owned Small Business Federal Contracting Program
 
Signage Information for Small Businesses Available at New Website
If you owned a business, would you hire someone who worked day and night, including weekends and holidays, for less than $20 a day, helped boost your sales by 10% to 100% and could attract new customers, brand your business and create impulse sales?    Of course you you would, but where to find such an employee?
Look no further than your business sign.  Research shows the impact that a well designed sign can have on sales.   However, the typical small business owner is not aware of what effective signage can do.  To help small businesses, the New York SBDC and the International Sign Association (ISA) have created a new tool, a website, called "What's Your Signage?" that will help to:

 

- Educate small business owners on the value of proper signage
- Create a more educated customer in working with the signage industry and
- Provide an online tool for business owners to discuss their sign needs with nearby ISA member companies.
 

The address for this new free tool is: www.whatsyoursignage.com
 

Also available to assist SBDCs in training and educating clients about signage, is a 60 minute presentation on the subject of signage and small business.  If you are interested in this resource, please contact Mark Enstrom at 217-524-4146 or at mark.enstrom@illinois.gov.
 

Hot Technologies for 2007 
Each year, Technology Review (TR) magazine lists hot new technologies with the potential to transform how we live and work. TR’s 2007 list touches on a lot of areas, including medicine, energy and the Internet. On the health care/biotech front, hot technologies include nanohealing, neuron control, and single cell analysis. All of these tools will help transform how we diagnose and treat diseases like Parkinson’s and depression. In the energy sector, quantum- solar dot power holds great promise. Quantum-dots are tiny crystals of semiconductors that are only nanometers wide. Their miniscule size allows them to interact with light in a more efficient manner, and may help make solar power more efficient and cost competitive. Finally, anyone who has logged onto YouTube will understand why TR also lists peer-to-peer video networks as an important emerging technology. As peer-to-peer video becomes more popular, the Internet backbone may not be able to efficiently handle the traffic. Peer-to-peer networks offer one tool to save bandwidth and enhance Internet capacity. The Technology Review “Ten Emerging Technologies 2007” list appears in the March/April edition of Technology Review. This article is provided through the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde. 
  

Ranking State Education Systems 
While one Chamber of Commerce-sponsored Commission was commenting on US capital markets reform, another Chamber division—the Institute for a Competitive Workforce—released a national scorecard of how states rank in terms of educational effectiveness. The Score Card uses nine different measures that seek to assess state performance in terms of academic achievement, return on investment, rigor of standards, teacher quality, and workforce readiness. States do not receive a single overall grade, but are instead graded on each of the nine measures. However, some interesting nationwide trends are revealed in the data. In general, the quality of data and statistics on educational outcomes is quite weak. In addition, many states need to introduce more rigorous standards for both teachers and for measuring student achievement. The report concludes by making the case for a “business-based” approach to education reform. As the authors note, “. . . much of what ails schooling today is a lack of management savvy, information, and organizational discipline.” Business leaders need to collaborate with educators to help them transform their schools into accountable, high performance organizations.     Access the February 2007 Institute for a Competitive Workforce report, Leaders and Laggards: A State-by-State Report Card on Educational Effectiveness. This article is provided through the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde. 

 
2007 Women’s Entrepreneurship Conference at COD
The Illinois SBDC/ITC/PTAC at the College of DuPage is proud to announce the upcoming 2007 Women’s Entrepreneurship Conference to be held Friday May 4, 2007 in Glen Ellyn. Please forward the informatin on to any appropriate business-related lists.  The conference includes great lineup of topics and speakers.   For more details please clieck on http://www.cod.edu/BPI/WEC_07_2nd_broc.pdf. 
National Small Business Person of the Year to be Named
The U.S. Small Business Administration will honor America’s top entrepreneurs – and name the National Small Business Person of the Year – at national ceremonies in Washington, D.C., during Small Business Week, April 23-24. The two-day celebration will honor the small business accomplishments of individuals and business owners at four major award events.

The 2007 Small Business Week will be at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, where more than 100 outstanding small business owners from across the nation will be recognized. A highlight will be announcement of the National Small Business Person of the Year and runners-up, selected from among state winners who represent a diverse cross-section of American business, ranging from a sausage maker and wine café, to a bee keeper and a dog salon.  For more information on Small Business Week 2007 events, including award winner bios, visit www.sba.gov/sbw.
 

 

February 2007 IEN Performance Statistics
Included with this issue of the IEN Weekly Connection Newsletter you will find the February 2007 Statistical Report which includes monthly performance information for several programs of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network (IEN).
Q&A on Women-Owned Small Business Federal Contracting Program
Q. What is taking the SBA so long to implement this program?    A. Recent Supreme Court decisions require legislative findings to justify a gender-based preferential program such as the Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB) Contracting Program. Congress, for the first time, delegated this complex and controversial responsibility to SBA. The agency completed its initial study in 2001. This study was rejected as inadequate by an independent peer review group at the National Academies of Sciences. SBA contracted with the Rand Corporation, which specializes in government studies, to perform a new analysis. In addition, SBA is moving quickly to publish a final rule implementing the set-aside program by the third quarter of FY 2007.
 

Q. What is different from implementing this program versus the 8(a) Program?    A. The 8(a) Program had extensive legislative findings that allowed the legislation to withstand legal scrutiny. Unfortunately, the women’s procurement program did not include any legislative findings, leaving SBA with the burden of providing findings, and constitutional justification for the program.
 

Q. Will the RAND study be completed and released to the public?    A. The RAND study will be made public. It is in the final stages of clearance and SBA is working with RAND to get it completed and published. 
 

Q. What resources are available to help women-owned businesses seek contracts at federal agencies?    A. Resources for women-owned businesses include Small Business Development Centers (SBDC), Women’s Business Centers (WBC), SCORE, Procurement Technical Access Centers (PTAC), and the Office of Small Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSBDU) centers. PTACs are under the purview of the Department of Defense, while all agencies have OSBDUs. Within the Office of Small Disadvantaged Business Utilization at the major procuring agencies, there are often women’s business advocates.
 

Q. By delaying implementation of the women’s contracting program, has the SBA cost WOSBs contracting dollars?    A. First, the 8(a) program, which offers more benefits, has many female participants. Second, the question ignores the downsides. If SBA had rushed to implement the program without taking proper care to ensure its ability to withstand legal scrutiny, it would inevitably face lawsuits that could freeze the program. It would put both women business owners and SBA in a more difficult situation. SBA is committed to increasing the number of contracts being made to WOSBs and as noted below* has made significant progress in recent years. The agency is proud of its record and will continue to provide women with the assistance they need to make their businesses successful.  *WOSB Statistics:
Prime contract dollars going to WOSBs increased from $4.6 billion in FY 2000 to $10.5 billion in FY 2005. Subcontracting dollars increased from $3.6 billion in FY 2000 to over $6 billion in FY 2003 (latest validated data available).
 

Q. What can the public do to have input on the implementation of this program?    A. SBA did receive over 100 comments from the public, including women small business owners, during the proposed regulation process. The proposed regulations were posted for the statutory 30 days.
 

Q. How many women-owned small businesses are in the 8(a) and HUBZone Programs?    A. 8(a) Program (as of 3/14/07):
• 9,912 firms in the 8(a) Program
• 3,309 or 33.3 percent are women HUBZone Program (as of 3/14/07):
• 13,497 firms in the HUBZone Program

• 4,112 or 30.5 percent are women

Q. When will the program be implemented?    A. It is SBA's goal that the program be implemented by late 2007.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
