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HAVE A FANTASTIC SPRING ! !
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EMERGING 200 - CHICAGO 

In 2008, the U. S. Small Business Administration piloted a new entrepreneur training initiative, Emerging 200 (E 200). In Chicago through 2009, 38 firms have graduated from the E 200 program. SBA is now seeking to enroll 15 inner city businesses with high growth potential to participate in the upcoming session of E 200. The core of the E 200 initiative is 90+ hours of advanced business training. The SBA Illinois District Office, Illinois Small Business Development Center Network, SCORE Chicago Chapter and the Chicago Minority Business Opportunity Council (CMBOC) will sponsor business development training for the 2010 E 200 class participants.
The profile of firms sought for the 2010 E 200 class:

- have been actively operating at least 3 years 

- have minimum annual revenue of $400,000 and 

- headquartered in the inner city 

SBA is seeking to attract firms in various industries including:

- Advanced telecommunication 

- Construction 

- Film, video and interactive media services 

- Health services support and supply 

- Hospitality, tourism, entertainment 

- Light manufacturing 

- Logistics, transportation and distribution 

- Professional services 

- Retail 

- Sustainable green industries – alternative energy and recycling 

To indicate interest, prospective small business firms may go to the SBA Illinois District Office website www.sba.gov/il  and complete the expression of interest form.

ECONOMIC INJURY DISASTER LOANS - DEADLINE - APRIL 16TH

The U.S. Small Business Administration is reminding small businesses affected by the severe storms and tornadoes that occurred on May 8th, 2009 that April 16th is the filing deadline for Economic Injury Disaster Loans.  

Small businesses and most private non-profit organizations in the following counties are eligible to apply: Franklin, Jackson, Johnson, Perry, Pope, Randolph, Saline, Union and Williamson in Illinois and Perry County in Missouri.

Loans are available up to $2 million for eligible entities that suffered substantial economic injury from the disaster.  These working capital loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable, and other bills that could have been paid had the disaster not occurred.  The loans are not intended to replace lost sales or profits.

The interest rate on these loans is 4 percent with a maximum term of 30 years.  The SBA determines the amount of economic injury and the terms of each loan based on the financial circumstances of the borrower.  Eligibility for the program is based on the size and type of business, and its financial resources.  

To obtain a loan application, businesses should contact the SBA’s Customer Service Center by calling 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired) Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. EDT or send an e-mail to disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

Business disaster loan applications can also be downloaded from www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.  Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX  76155.

Victims may visit the SBA’s secure Web site at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/ to apply for disaster loans.

The deadline for economic injury applications is April 16, 2010.
NATIONAL SBDC ECONOMIC IMPACT SURVEY

The Illinois SBDC is participating in the Annual Survey of the Clients from 2008, who received five or more hours of advising. This is the first year we are using an electronic survey, in partnership with the ASBDC and Constant Contact.  The email addresses will be imported from WebCATS.   Clients that do not have an email address in the system will be sent a hard copy of the survey as has been done in the past.   We wanted to make you aware that the surveys are being sent out.

As we are moving to electronic surveying of clients in the future, please make every effort to obtain accurate and current emails as this will help all of us communicate more efficiently and effectively.  Thank You. 

Please click on http://www.asbdc-us.org/About_Us/2010_brochure.pdf to find a brochure which contains information about the national economic impact results for America’s Small Business Development Center Network. 

ANGEL CAPITAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

Please click on the following link to access the twenty-first edition of the Angel Capital Education Foundation newsletter, reporting matters of interest to angel group leaders and others involved in angel investing and the start-up space with a special focus on best practices.   The Angel Capital Education Foundation (ACEF) is a charitable organization devoted to education, information and research about angel investing for investors, entrepreneurial support organizations, university faculty and students, and policy makers.  
Please click on http://www.angelcapitaleducation.org/newsletter/  to go to the newsletter or you can click on http://www.angelcapitaleducation.org/  to go to the Angel Capital Education Foundation website. 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ULTIMATE MACHINING

This week's "Success of the Week" is Ultimate Machining and Engineering in Plainfield.   As a client of the Illinois PTAC at College of DuPage, they are also a participant in the Disaster Assistance and Recovery (DAR) Grant Project.   Below is their story as told by Kristine Fay, who has been coordinating the DAR Project at the Illinois SBDC at COD

Ultimate Machining and Engineering, was prompted by a DAR email to attend the "Are You Ready?" webinar. The President then requested that I meet directly with their team for planning assistance.  They were motivated by a recent requirement from  their largest customer, to provide documentation of business continuity plans in three areas (IT, general business and manufacturing). During our meeting we reviewed the specific documents and the Ready Business (from DHS) sample emergency plan and the accompanying user’s guide that I brought (with e-versions on a flash drive). 

A couple of weeks after our meeting I followed up via email and received this response from Lynn, the Ultimate Machining and Engineering Vice President who handled this project. 

Hi Kris,

It is good to hear from you.  I completed our plan and have already submitted the customer documents based upon it.  

Using the template that you provided made it really easy.  I did of course modify some of the wording to better suit our company's goals.

This template also led me to develop a "Shelter in Place" plan, which I had never included in previous emergency plans.  I am actually doing our OSHA required Annual Safety Training with our employees next week, and the new "Shelter In Place" plan (while not required by OSHA), will now be included.  Interestingly, this project additionally led me to do deeper research into FEMA's advisories, as well as well as public advisories from the nearby Nuclear Power Plants, Dresden and Braidwood that are located just 20 and 25 miles from our facility.

Thank you again for your assistance, and follow-up,

Best regards,  

Lynn

Congratulations to Ultimate Machining and Engineering for their success and to the Illinois SBDC and PTAC at COD on their efforts to assist this client through the Disaster Assistance and Recovery Project.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
How can I create a PDF file from my WebCATS Report?  There are a number of programs that can be installed on a user’s machine or a Terminal Server that can create PDF files from other applications. Some are fee based and others are free. We found one in particular, called PDFCreator, that is free and easy to use. 

The following steps will guide you through the installation and use of PDFCreator to generate a PDF report file from WebCATS.

1. Download and install PDFCreator from: http://www.pdfforge.org/pdfcreator
2. This will install a new printer on your machine named “PDFCreator.”

3. Now, generate the report in WebCATS that you wish to make into a PDF file. 

4. Right click anywhere on the report and select Print 

5. Select the PDFCreator printer. 

6. Set up the file to your specifications on the resulting screen and click on Save. You may chose other options, such as eMail as well. 

7. You now have a PDF to use as you wish. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://WWW.IRS.GOV/BUSINESSES/INDEX.HTML
As tax time is upon us, we wanted to remind everyone in the IEN about the information that can be found on the IRS website for businesses.   This information is updated regularly and particularly now as we approach the deadlines for tax filing.   Here are just some of the topics of value that can be found there.
· Starting a Business 

· Operating a Business 

· Closing a Business 
· Employer ID Numbers 

· Small Business Events 

· Employment Taxes 

· Appeal a Tax Dispute 

· More Topics . . 

To learn more, please visit: http://www.irs.gov/businesses/index.html
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS WEBINAR ON APRIL 14TH

Sageworks, Inc., the providers of the ProfitCents financial analysis tool, are offering a webinar to all of their SBDC customers on Wednesday, April 14th at 2pm.  This session will be a forum for product training, strategic thinking and collaboration of best practices as you look to strengthen your knowledge base of the ProfitCents tool.   This webinar will be presented by Shawn Moriarity and Dustin Lubertazzi, the two ProfitCents Advisors assigned to assist the Illinois SBDC.   Although this webinar is free to member centers of the Illinois SBDC, registration is required.   If you would like to participate, please send your name, phone number and email address to Mark Enstrom, the Illinois SBDC Resource Development Coordinator at mark.enstrom@illinois.gov by Wednesday, April 7th.      

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT - LENDER FORUM FLYERS 

The schedule for SBA Lender Forums is now on CenterConnect.   Flyers for both the Chicago Area and Downstate Forums have been added to the site.   You can find them on the right hand side of the front page of CenterConnect.

Information on the April 7th “Meeting the Lender” Forum at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield can also be found on CenterConnect.
MOVES AND NEWS

We are pleased to announce that effective Tuesday, March 16th, Mr. Tom Becker has joined the Entrepreneurship and Small Business Office as a Network Coordinator for the Illinois SBDC.  Tom comes to us from the DCEO Local Initiatives Office.   He can be reached in our Springfield Office by phone at: 217-558-6303 or by email at: tom.becker@illinois.gov    Please join us in welcoming Tom to our team.  Tom, It’s great to have you on board ! ! !




 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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