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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

- February 2006 Statistical Report - IEN Programs
- PTAC Matchmaking Event - March 22nd
- OSHA Electrical Standards Training Session - April 20th
- ADA Audio Conference in Spanish April 26th - Pilsen
- September 28, 2006 – Regulatory Fairness Hearing – Springfield
- BIO 2006 Chicago
- Federal Regulatory Alerts Webpage
- Inventors, Inventions, and Innovative Small Business
- Live Webinars for Small Business Owners
- Record SBA Disaster Loan Approvals
- Advocacy Gives Junk Fax Law Recommendations to FCC
 

February 2006 Statistical Report - IEN Programs
Attached you will find the February 2006 monthly statistical report for several programs of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network including the IEN Business Information Center and the SBDC, PTAC, SBDC ITC/NOC and Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs.
 

PTAC Matchmaking Event - March 22nd
Attached you will find information about this weeks PTAC Matchmaking Event.
  

OSHA Electrical Standards Training Session - April 20th
Attached you will find a flyer for the upcoming training session on OSHA's Electrical Standards, Safety Related Work Practices and NFPA 70E Training. 
  

ADA Audio Conference in Spanish April 26 - Pilsen
Americans with Disabilities Act - 2005-2006 Audio Conference in Spanish

The Great Lakes ADA and Accessible IT Center, in collaboration with the network of Regional Disability and Business Technical Assistance Centers (DBTACs) and the Chicago Workforce Center at Pilsen, is proud to present the inaugural ADA 2005-2006 Audio Conferences in Spanish.

This program is free and open to the general public.  Each session is real-time captioned and individuals will have the opportunity to ask questions at www.adagreatlakes.org 
                       
April 26, 2006
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. (CST)
Chicago Workforce Center at Pilsen
1657 S. Blue Island Avenue - Chicago, IL 60608

Guest speaker:  Marisel Hernandez, Lawyer - Firm:  Jacobs Burns, Chicago, IL

Ms. Hernandez will be speaking on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA).

Questions?  Please call Anel González at (312) 413-1439  Fax: (312)413-1856     Email: anelpma@uic.edu 

Register online at www.adagreatlakes.org   or call (800) 949-4232 (V/TTY)
September 28, 2006 – Regulatory Fairness Hearing – Springfield
If you or any business you know of has had problems with federal agencies, or with unfair or excessive federal enforcement issues, make sure you plan to attend the Small Business Administration’s Regulatory Fairness Hearing on September 28th in Springfield.   The purpose of this hearing is to assist small businesses with unfair and excessive federal regulatory enforcement, such as repetitive audits or investigations, excessive fines, penalties, retaliation or other unfair regulatory enforcement action taken by a federal agency.  

The National Ombudsman receives complaints and comments from small business concerns and acts as a “trouble shooter” between them and federal agencies.  Small business comments are forwarded to federal agencies for high level review and federal agencies are requested to consider the fairness of their action.

Written testimony will also be accepted in lieu of attendance.  The meeting location and time has yet to be determined.   For questions or more information, contact Katy Khayyat at (217) 785-8020.
 
BIO 2006 Chicago
April 9-12, Register now!  Join us where the healthcare, agricultural, environmental and industrial sectors converge.  Many companies, from Abbott’s laboratories to the smallest start-ups, have chosen Illinois and Chicago based on a multitude of factors including the world class universities, the cultural amenities, the amount of venture capital available for startup companies, and the already established community of biotech industries.  To register or for more information, go to www.bio.org/events/2006/reg/
 

Federal Regulatory Alerts Webpage

Federal agencies publish thousands of proposed rules each year, stretching to tens of thousands of pages in the Federal Register.  The SBA’s Office of Advocacy’s Regulatory Alerts webpage highlights the rules that are likely to be of concern to small businesses and provides information necessary to comment on them.  This webpage is updated frequently, so visit it at www.sba.gov/advo/laws/law_regalerts.html.  In order to get small businesses views to count, remember to:

     1.     Identify upcoming rules.

2.       File public comments.

3.       Provide supporting evidence.

4.       Utilize the Regulatory Flexibility Act and the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act.

5.       Find allies for your position.

6.       Contact your elected officials. 

Inventors, Inventions, and Innovative Small Business
The Office of Advocacy released a Fact Sheet that summarizes the current interest in American inventors that has the country talking about inventors, inventions, and innovative small business. Here are some things we thought you would like to know about them: Many inventor-entrepreneurs are legends, people like Eli Whitney, James Watt, Elias Singer, Thomas Edison, the Wright brothers, Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, and others. They provided the world with radical, breakthrough innovations that revolutionized the way that we do things. To obtain a copy of this fact sheet, please visit: http://www.sba.gov/advo/factsinventors06_03.pdf.
 Live Webinars for Small Business Owners
SBA Teams With Strategic & Learning Services to Conduct Series of Live Webinars for Small Business Owners
WASHINGTON – Small business owners will be able to participate in a series of live interactive Webinars that will provide training on navigating the maze of federal contracting and other business essentials as if they are in a classroom setting. The Webinars will be conducted by the U.S. Small Business Administration and Strategic & Learning Services, Inc. (SLS), a small business headquartered in Albuquerque, N.M., announced SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto.
 

The first of the live Webinar training sessions took place on March 15, 2006, at 12:00 p.m. EST and is one of a series of training sessions for
small business owners that are eligible for the SBA’s 7(j) Management and Technical Assistance program. The other Webinar dates for 2006 are May 17, July 19,
August 16 and September 13. "This is a great opportunity to educate small business owners from around the country that are not able to attend the classroom training sessions on how to obtain and manage federal contracts and how to grow their small businesses," said Administrator Barreto. "We are happy that SLS has joined us in this effort to ensure that small businesses have access to their fair share of contracting opportunities in the federal marketplace."
 

Individuals planning to participate in the live Webinars, should visit www.sls-7j.net to register and click on the live web conference icon. The live seminars will be archived on SLS’s Web site the day after the session for individuals who are not able to participate on the scheduled date. The maximum capacity for each session is 500. Individuals interested in participating are encouraged to join the Webinar 10 minutes prior to the session to avoid missing valuable information. During the Webinar, small businesses will be able to e-mail their questions directly to the SLS instructors and get immediate responses. For more information on how to receive federal contracting assistance from the SBA, visit www.sba.gov/gcbd.
 

Record SBA Disaster Loan Approvals
Record SBA Disaster Loan Approvals Surpass $6 Billion Following 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Small Business Administration has approved a record $6 billion in low-interest, taxpayer-backed disaster loans to homeowners, renters and businesses affected by last year’s devastating Gulf Coast hurricanes.
 

To date, more than 86,200 hurricane victims have been approved for SBA disaster loans. Of those, more than 70,100 disaster loans have been approved to homeowners totaling $4.6 billion and more than 16,100 have been approved to businesses for more than $1.4 billion. "This has been the largest disaster response in the SBA’s 52-year history and we continue to work with urgency and compassion to help those who have turned to the SBA for assistance," said SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto. "We have thousands of disaster assistance staff working with the people and the communities of Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, Alabama and Florida on this response, and SBA employees in district offices all across the country are helping process loans as well."
 

Overall, the SBA has conducted damage inspections on 95 percent of the damaged properties and has processed 87 percent of the total disaster loans for businesses. More than 276,400 applications have been processed since Hurricane Katrina struck. Louisiana disaster loan approvals total $3.8 billion, followed by Mississippi for $1.8 billion. Approvals in Florida total $166 million, followed by Texas with $145 million and Alabama with $96 million.
 

"While we’ve already disbursed more than half-a-billion dollars in disaster loans, we are eager to move these rebuilding loans into the hands of the people of the damaged areas," said Barreto. "We strongly urge applicants whose loans have been approved and are ready to start the rebuilding process to contact our Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 so that we can schedule their loan closings and put these funds to use where they will do the most good."
 

The original March 11 deadline for applying for a disaster loan to repair or rebuild physical damage has been extended until April 10 for victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. The deadlines vary for small businesses that suffered economic injury, depending on which hurricane caused the injury. For Katrina, it’s May 29; for Rita, it’s June 26, and for Wilma it’s July 24. Victims may begin the application process by registering at 1-800-621-FEMA.
For complete details about the SBA’s disaster assistance program following the hurricanes, please visit: http://www.sba.gov/disaster_recov/hurricanes.
  

Advocacy Gives Junk Fax Law Recommendations to FCC
Advocacy Gives FCC Recommendations On Junk Fax Law Based on Small Business Outreach
On March 13, 2006, the Office of Advocacy (Advocacy) met with officials from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to discuss the agency's implementation of the Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 (JFPA) and its implications under the Regulatory Flexibility Act. To assist the FCC in its analysis, Advocacy reached out to small entities and compiled a list of recommendations. Advocacy's letter can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/fcc06_0314.html and a Fact Sheet summarizing Advocacy's letter at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/factsfcc06_0314.pdf. For previous Advocacy correspondence concerning the JFPA issue, please visit http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/telecommunications.html. If you have any questions regarding Advocacy’s position on this issue, please do not hesitate to contact Eric Menge at 202-205-6949.
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
===============================================================  




