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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM

-  LENDER FORUMS ANNOUNCED FOR APRIL AND MAY

-  CHICAGO - NEW BID INCENTIVES TO PROMOTE DISABLED OWNED BUSINESS

-  PRESCRIPTION FOR RADON - A MEDICAL FORUM ON MAY 7TH

-  SBA MARCH WEB CHAT - AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ANGELS PLACE

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://WWW2.ILDCEO.NET/ECON/
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FOOD ENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

-  MOVES AND NEWS
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ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC RECOVERY FORUM

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act contains a package of loan fee reductions, higher guarantees, new SBA programs, secondary market incentives, and enhancements to current SBA programs that will help unlock credit markets and begin economic recovery for the nation’s small business sector. 

 SBA is an integral part of the solution for the current economic crisis.  With your help, we can strive to reinvigorate borrowing and lending and help restore the entrepreneurial spirit that drives our economy.  Updated information will be provided to SBA Lending Partners at the Lender Forums and for Small Business Owners at the Illinois Small Business Economic Recovery Forum.   

Illinois Small Business Business Economic Recovery Forum. Join us for a full day of information and networking led by experts. Learn, first hand, how to identify capital sources for your business, complete the paperwork and navigate federal, state and local contracting programs and opportunities available as a result of the recently passed Economic Stimulus legislation.  

 

Also, Corporate Information Tables are available to Lenders, during and after the morning Capital Access panel, to network with small business owners. If interested, please contact David Woods at (312) 353-4540.

LENDER FORUMS ANNOUNCED FOR APRIL AND MAY

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and Certified Development Companies (CDCs) will present how their loan programs can assist your customers.  Loan program changes resulting from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will also be highlighted.  The Chicago Area  Lender Forums are a series of informational sessions designed for commercial lenders, offering presentations and updates from various Government Financing organizations. SBA Updates will include important Loan Program changes from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.    

 

Attached in a Word document is the schedule and registration information for the Downstate 2009 Lender Forum Series.  The Forums will be held in April and May, 2009.  All forums will be held from 9:30am to noon.  There is no charge for the forums, however registration through the host Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is necessary.
 
CHICAGO - NEW BID INCENTIVES TO PROMOTE DISABLED OWNED BUSINESS

On January 13th, the Chicago City Council passed an  amendment to the Business Enterprises Owned by People with Disabilities (BEPD) ordinance to encourage the utilization of City-certified disabled owned businesses by contractors. “BEPDs are underutilized business enterprises in Chicago,” said Mayor Daley. “The new bid incentives underscore the City’s commitment to increasing procurement opportunities for disabled owned businesses by stimulating the participation of BEPDs as both prime contractors and subcontractors.“
 

The amendment provides bid incentives to contractors that have satisfied the BEPD utilization goals either as a prime contractor or with subcontractors.  The incentive levels are contingent upon the percentage of the contract performed by the BEPD.  The earned credits would then be applied as a bid incentive to future contracts sought by the contractor for up to three years.
 

For additional information, please visit: www.cityofchicago.org/disabilities  or call: 312-744-7071 or 312-744-4964 (TTY)
 
PRESCRIPTION FOR RADON - A MEDICAL FORUM ON MAY 7TH

The Impact: Radon is the number one cause of lung cancer among non-smokers.   Radon is also the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.
 

Please plan to join us for an informative day for healthcare professionals to:
-       Understand the latest epidemiologic studies regarding radon as a cause of lung cancer
-       Learn effective strategies to communicate the risk of radon exposure
-       Empower patients through communicating both preventative and corrective measures to eliminate radon exposure pathways
-       Gain valuable resources to assist you with patient education
 

This forum will be held on Thursday, May 7th at The Hyatt Lodge at McDonalds Campus, 2815 Jorie Boulevard in Oak Brook. For more information and to receive registration information, please visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call: 1-800-252-3998.
 
SBA MARCH WEB CHAT - AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be the focus of discussion for the U.S. Small Business Administration’s March Web Chat.  SBA Associate Administrator for Capital Access Eric Zarnikow will help small business owners get answers to their questions about what the Recovery Act means for the nation’s small businesses.
 

The Recovery Act is a national effort to grow the U.S. economy by stimulating job creation, freeing credit markets, and investing in small business.  The Act contains a package of loan fee reductions, higher guarantees, new SBA programs, secondary market incentives, and enhancements to current SBA programs that will help unlock credit markets and begin economic recovery for the nation’s small business sector.   SBA is working to enact the new programs created by the passage of the bill and make changes to the programs already in existence.  Additional information on the Recovery Act is available online at www.sba.gov/recovery/index.html.
 

WHO: Eric Zarnikow, associate administrator for the Office of Capital Access at the U.S. Small Business Administration will host the SBA’s March Web chat on the topic “The Recovery Act and Your Small Business.”  Zarnikow will answer a range of questions to help chat participants understand the elements of the Recovery Act that pertain to the SBA and the nation’s small businesses.  
 

WHAT: SBA’s Web chat series, providing small business owners with an opportunity to chat about relevant business issues online with experts, industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Chat participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online, both in advance of and during the live session. 
 

WHEN: March 19, 2009, Noon – 1p.m. 
  
HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking the “Online Business Chat” icon.  Web chat participants may post questions for Zarnikow before the March 19 chat by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/liveMeeting/mar09/, and posting their questions online.
 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ANGELS PLACE

John Garcia began working with the Illinois SBDC at Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in October of 2005. John faced some unique challenges as a disadvantaged business enterprise but this has not slowed him down. He has worked hard with SBDC counselors to learn basic business acumen and concepts such as cash flow, marketing, and management techniques. With the assistance of the SBDC he won a $50,000 matching grant in April of 2007. The SBDC played a critical role in assisting him to get the additional funding in the form of a traditional business banking loan for the matching portion. Since receiving this seed money John has been able to run a successful pizzeria, "Angels’ Place", which is currently focusing on expanding their menu and entering new locations.  John’s Success story has been featured on Chicago's Channel 7 News and in Hoy Magazine. 
 

Angel’s Place is focused on sharing its successes and has a strong commitment to giving back to the community. The restaurant rewards the neighborhood children with a free pizza slice and a coke in exchange for a straight A report card. There is also a designated space in the basement of the restaurant where children can safely gather. Currently a local school band practices there regularly. Right now the SBDC is helping John in his efforts to establish an airport concession location in the near future. John is a perfect example how collaboration with an SBDC can make a real impact.  Congratulations to John Garcia and to the Illinois SBDC at Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.
 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS
Many of you have noticed that when a potential client uses eCenter to sign up as a client, several fields of information may be missing from the submission which are mandatory in WebCATS.  This causes you to manually obtain the information and edit the record.  Unlike WebCATS the lead center cannot set these mandatory fields across all centers.  Each of you will need to set or reset these fields yourselves to make them mandatory.  Below is a link to an FAQ which tells you exactly how to do this.  It is very easy.  Some of you might remember the term "a piece of cake".
http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/webcats/faq/84.asp
 
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://WWW2.ILDCEO.NET/ECON/
Welcome to the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s (DCEO) website for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also known as the federal stimulus bill.  
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the $787 billion economic stimulus bill known as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The economic stimulus bill is designed to revive the economy and put America back to work by saving or creating 3.5 million jobs over the next two years through $499 billion in critical investments and providing $288 billion in tax relief.  
The economic stimulus bill contains targeted efforts in the following areas:
•   Helping Workers and People Hurt by the Economy
•   Tax Cuts for Individuals and Businesses to Make Work Pay and Create Jobs
•   Expanding Access to Capital
•   Clean, Efficient Energy and the Environment
•   Infrastructure Projects and Modernizing Roads, Bridges, Transit and Waterways

 HYPERLINK "http://spistage1/dceo/Bureaus/Economic+Stimulus/Infrastructure+Projects/default.htm.htm" \t "_blank" 
•   Education for the 21st Century
•   Increasing Access to Broadband
•   Transforming our Economy with Science and Technology
•   Health Information Technology and Lowering Healthcare Costs
•   Saving Public Sector Jobs, Protecting Vital Services and Providing State Fiscal Relief
This website is designed to help educate the public about features of the economic stimulus bill that are consistent with the mission of DCEO.  The information presented under relevant category links listed above will identify how the funds will be distributed to governments, businesses and organizations through formula and competitive grant opportunities as they relate to DCEO.  Please click here for a quick overview of DCEO-related programs.  Once applications are available they will be posted on the website. For a more comprehensive listing of programs and services under the American Recovery and Reinvestment act please visit the Illinois website at www.recovery.illinois.gov. If at this time you have a specific project you would like to suggest please visit the Illinois website to submit your information. 
Thank you for your interest and support in growing Illinois economy.  Please continue to check back at this website for updates.  Should you have any questions regarding the economic stimulus bill please contact DCEO at DCEO.Recovery@Illinois.gov.   To learn more, please visit: http://www2.ildceo.net/econ/     

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FOOD ENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Thinking of starting a food business?   From understanding the basics of starting a food business to individualized step-by-step assistance to the marketplace, the Food Entrepreneur Assistance Program through the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, is the place to begin. Since 1989, this nationally recognized program has been helping entrepreneurs from throughout the country achieve their dream of starting a food business. 
 

As a new or potential food entrepreneur, it is often difficult to find an accurate source for the information necessary to successfully launch a business in the food industry. Many great ideas never make it to the marketplace because entrepreneurs do not know the steps to take to accomplish this goal. Ensuring a food product survives and prospers in a highly competitive marketplace requires informed decisions, careful planning and precise execution.
This unique and comprehensive program begins with a one-day seminar, “From Recipe to Reality”, which provides entrepreneurs with a basic understanding of the issues crucial to deciding to start a food business.    This seminar will be presented in Chicago at Wilbur Wright College on May 20th, 2009.   For more information, you may contact the Program Director, Ms. Jill Gifford by phone at: 402-472-2819 or by email at: jgifford1@unl.edu     You may also visit the program website at: http://fpc.unl.edu/Entrepreneur/index.shtml
MOVES AND NEWS

We would like to congratulate Mr. Warren Ribley, who has been named as the new Director of Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) by Governor Quinn, pending Senate confirmation.    All of us in the IEN look forward to working with Warren in addressing the economic challenges that face our small businesses and entrepreneurs in Illinois.
 

See you in Decatur this week on Thursday, March 19th and Friday, March 20th for the IESGBA Conference.    An outstanding agenda has been assembled that will educate and inform all of the attendees from the IEN.
 

The 2009 Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) Annual conference may be seem like a long way away, but it is not too soon to save the dates.   This year, the Conference will be held in Orlando, Florida at Rosen's Shingle Creek Hotel.   Please mark your calendars and save the dates of September 14th - 17th, 2009 for the ASBDCs 29th Annual Conference.    This will be another excellent opportunity to experience one of the best sources of professional development learning and networking.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
============================================================  
“Serving Illinois Small Business for 25 Years”
