------------------------------------------------------------

THE WEEKLY CONNECTION

Entrepreneurship ~ Innovation ~ Technology

------------------------------------------------------------
March 14, 2011

In Today’s Connection:

· 48th Annual Illinois Small Business Week

· Roger Luman Excellence Awards

· 5 Strategies for Saving Water at Your Business

· Small Business Retirement Plans - Free IRS Webinar on Thursday, April 7th

· IEN Program Success Of The Week - Greenspace Lawn and Tree Care

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.nsba.biz
· Resource Of The Week - SBA Disaster Assistance Webinar - March 16th at 1:00pm 

· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News 

48th Annual Illinois Small Business Week
Save the Date - 48th Annual Illinois Small Business Week - Awards Luncheon - Lender Matchmaking - Procurement Expo
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2011
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
UNION LEAGUE CLUB OF CHICAGO - 65 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Watch the Weekly Connection for More Details ! ! 

Roger Luman Excellence Awards

The Roger Luman Program Excellence Awards will be awarded on May 12.  The awards were created to recognize outstanding, innovative and best practices in the programs and services offered by member centers. These awards recognize specific programs developed by centers to meet a particular identified need and not the overall program or services offered by a center.  It is intended that this awards program will facilitate the sharing of information regarding these programs with other IESBGA members resulting in their replication, and will be used to promote the excellence of Illinois small business assistance programs to small businesses and to similar small business assistance programs administered in other states.

 

All IESBGA members are encouraged to nominate one of their outstanding programs by describing the program, including its longevity, its strengths and its impact on small businesses and/or the impact on the community, region or state. The program must be ongoing and have a history of demonstrated success. It should be replicable by other centers and have involved other entities in the development and/or delivery of the program. Applications are due April 15 to Ken Klotz. The application is attached.

 

The award is named in honor of Roger Luman who was the Managing Director of the Turner Center for Entrepreneurship in the Foster College of Business Administration at Bradley University. As a founding member of IESBGA, he coordinated the Program Excellence Awards for many years.  Prior to joining Bradley University, he was a faculty member, business owner, consultant, and volunteer. The award looks to recognize those organizations that embody Mr. Luman’s dedication to supporting small businesses in their communities.

	5 Strategies for Saving Water at Your Business
	
	


Saving water doesn’t often rise to the top of businesses’ sustainability initiatives, especially in regions where water shortages aren’t everyday concern.  But it should get more attention.

Environmental scientists expect worldwide shortages of fresh water to be one of the most pressing environmental concerns

in the next 50 years, as the world’s population nears 10 billion. Moreover, many cities and towns are raising their water rates. And remember that hot water usage also affects energy bills.

Every business uses water in different ways, of course – and some a lot more than others. But by knowing how much water you use, and where you use it, you can start tackling the issue. 

Here are some strategies to get you started:  Go low-flow / Get a water audit / Purchase water-efficient equipment / Reduce landscape water use / Engage and inform employees
For a list of water efficiency strategies by industry, check out the Alliance for Water Efficiency’s Resource Library for Commercial, Institutional and Industrial Users.

Small Business Retirement Plans - Free IRS Webinar on Thursday, April 7th

Wondering which retirement plan will work for your small business?   Watch this free IRS webinar, which will begin at 1pm on April 7th, to learn about:

· Low-cost retirement plans

· Low maintenance alternatives to traditional 401(k)s

· Points to consider in choosing the right plan for your business

· Types of advisors who can help you set up and operate your plan

· How to avoid plan mistakes

· How the IRS can help correct mistakes in your plan

To learn more and to register for this webinar, please click on: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/IRS/76865/reg.asp?id=76865'

IEN Program Success Of The Week - Greenspace Lawn and Tree Care

Greenspace Lawn and Tree Care, located in the Quad Cities, is a client of the Illinois SBDC at Black Hawk College in Moline.   They are also a participant in the recent Disaster Assistance and Recovery (DAR) Project.   We wanted to share their comments below with you to highlight the several benefits they realized by creating their Natural Disaster Plan.

"My husband and I decided to start our own adventure and purchase an existing landscape division. Upon developing a business plan we heard of another tool that banks were looking for when asking for a loan and that was a Natural Disaster Plan. We sought the help of Black Hawk College's program that offered assistance in preparing a plan that made us aware of the necessary precautions to help our business be ready for a disaster. We realized the importance of this plan and how we should react to situations to help recover and move forward". 

"The success of the plan had banks understanding we had taken the additional step for our company and how important it was to continue to keep in business thus making our company one step ahead. We continue to speak to other business's we encounter on the value of this plan for existing and new business's in our area". 

Warm Regards, 
Brock and Michelle
Greenspace Lawn and Tree Care

Congratulations to Greenspace Lawn and Tree Care and to the Illinois SBDC at Black Hawk College for helping this client prepare their plan.
Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

What is a Scorecard?   A scorecard is a new and improved worksheet.  There are several new improvements that come with the scorecard module.  These improvements include the ability to create custom scorecards, create scorecard goals, and to display on the WebCATS dashboard.  The old worksheets are still available temporarily but are scheduled for removal with the next WebCATS build.  More details will follow in the coming weeks on the creation of scorecards.

Website Of The Week - www.nsba.biz
The National Small Business Association (NSBA) is one of the nation’s leading small-business advocates.  As part of NSBA’s mission to address the needs, and represent the concerns of the small-business community, they conduct a series of surveys and quick polls throughout the year.  Among those are the two NSBA Economic Reports.  The Mid-Year and Year-End Economic Reports, use NSBA survey data to provide a snapshot of how small business is dealing with the current economic situation. 

The 2010 Year-End Economic Report shows a small business community that is feeling slightly more optimistic about the outlook of their own business despite a continued negative outlook about the overall U.S. economy and ongoing challenges accessing credit and creating jobs.

The 2010 Year-End Economic Report was conducted on-line December 20, 2011 through January 10, 2011 among 450 small-business members of NSBA representing every industry in every state in the nation. While the results in this survey can be extrapolated to the at-large small business community, it is worth mentioning that NSBA members tend to be older, more well established small businesses.

The following link will take you to the Year End Economic Report.  http://www.nsba.biz/docs/2010_ye_economic_report.pdf
Resource Of The Week - SBA Disaster Assistance Webinar - March 16th at 1:00pm 

A brief synopsis of the webinar by SBA’s Field Operations Center East includes an overview of the Disaster Loan Program and how Illinois SBDCs can assist business owners, homeowners and renters impacted by a declared disaster complete an SBA application and apply for a SBA disaster loan.   

The training will include the following topics:

SBA’s Role in Disaster Recovery

                        Disaster Loans for Long Term Recovery

                        Offices of Disaster Assistance

                        After a Disaster Occurs

Types of Disaster Declarations: Presidential (Individual Assistance or Public Assistance), Administrative (Agency), Governor’s Certification, Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary of Commerce, Military Reservist Economic Injury Disaster Loans  

            How Disaster Declarations are made

                        Differences Between Presidential and Agency Declarations

                        Initial Registration Process

                        Types of Disaster Loans

                        Loan Limits

                        Renter and Homeowner Eligibility

                        Disaster Loans for Businesses are Unique

                        Economic Injury Disaster Loans

                        Features of SBA Disaster Loans

                        How SBA Disaster Assistance Operates

                        Ways to Apply for a SBA Disaster Loan

                        Home Loan Application Filing Requirements  

                        Business Loan Application Filing Requirements

                        Requirements for Loan Approvals

                        Collateral Requirements

                        Insurance requirements

            Why you Should Prepare for a disaster

            Disaster Response Plan                        

            Contacting SBA Disaster Assistance

This webinar will use Ready Talk technology.  To participate in this webinar, please see the information and link below.

TOPIC:  Webinar for SBA’s Disaster Assistance Program and Disaster Preparedness

WHEN:  Wednesday, March 16th, at 1:00pm (CT)

WHERE:  From your phone, call 1-866-740-1260, access code: 3902001

HOW:      From your computer www.readytalk.com, access code: 3902001

At the ReadyTalk website, click on "Join a Conference" and enter the same access code.

What's New On CenterConnect 
This week on CenterConnect  you will find the nomination form for the Roger Luman Program Excellence Awards which recognize outstanding, innovative and best practices in the programs and services offered by member centers.
Moves And News 

Kauffman Foundation Study Shows The Start-Up Rate Is At A 15-Year High, but the high cost of employees may explain why more entrepreneurs are choosing to go at it alone, says a new Kauffman Foundation study.  In 2010, Americans started their own businesses at the highest rate in 15 years—but they were more apt to go at it alone.
 
According to a study done by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, there were 565,000 new businesses created per month in 2010 (.34 percent of American adults created them). That's the same as the 2009 rate, but an uptick from 2007, and "represents the highest level over the past decade and a half," But the rate at which these businesses employ others dropped from .13 percent in 2007 to just .10 percent in 2010.

The Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial Activity, tracks businesses from their first month of significant activity. (The owner must spend at least 15 hours per week on the business for two months consecutively, to rule out part-time business owners and very small business activities.)

Other study findings:
By race, Latinos' entrepreneurial activity increased the most. Latino business-creation rate rose from .46 percent in 2009 to .56 percent in 2010, the highest rate in 15 years. Entrepreneurial activity by Asians also rose, from .31 percent in 2009 to .37 percent in 2010. Business creation by African-Americans and non-Latino whites declined.
 
Immigrants were more than twice as likely to start businesses each month than were native born. The immigrant start-up business rate jumped from .51 percent in 2009 to .62 percent in 2010. The native-born rate is .28 percent.
 
By age, the 35- to 44-year-old demographic added the most new entrepreneurs. The oldest age group in the study (55- to 64-years-old) grew for the second year in a row, to .40 percent.
 
High school dropouts had the biggest increase in rate of business creation: .49 percent in 2009 to .59 percent in 2010. High school graduates had the biggest decrease (.38 percent to .34 percent)—"signaling that opposing trends may be due to the Great Recession pushing many individuals into business ownership because of high employment rates," observes the study.
 
The industry with the highest rate of entrepreneurial activity? Construction, by far. The second highest: the services industry. (To see more data, click here.)   To read this entire article, please click on http://www.inc.com/news/articles/201103/entrepreneurial-rate-highest-in-15-years.html



 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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