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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    Patents Workshop - March 24th
-    SEDAC Newsletter
-    Chicago Business Opportunity Fair (CBOF)
-    Z Project Hazard Control Submissions due April 7th
-    SBA Lenders Performance for February 2006
-    Lenders Forums
-    Workforce Development and SBA Webinar
-    New Report on Clustering of Small Firms
-    Self Employment Resource Network (SERN) Video Conference Series
 

 

 

Patents Workshop - March 24th
"Ask the Attorney" - Featuring Intellectual Property - Everything you wanted to know about Patents, Trademarks and Copyrights but were afraid to ask...

Friday, March 24, 2006 - 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

Speaker: Robert M. Patino, Registered Patent Attorney and Counselor at Law Patents, Trademarks, Copyrights and Trade secrets

www.ipinnovationsolutions.com
Greetings and Introductions:

Margaret Collins - Library Program Specialist

Kathy Bloomberg - Associate Director, Illinois State Library

Raymond Cachares - Deputy Director, Illinois Business Services

Kevin Lust -Executive Director, Lincoln Land Community College Small Business Development Center

 

There is no charge for this event but seating is limited. Pre-registration is required.

By phone: (217) 545-7248 - By e-mail: tdrone@siu.edu  A box lunch is provided.

 

Location: Patent & Trademark Depository Library, Illinois State Library - Gwendolyn Brooks Building

300 South Second Street - Rooms 403 - 404

Springfield, Illinois 62701

 

"ASK THE ATTORNEY " - FEATURING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY - EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT PATENTS, TRADEMARKS & COPYRIGHTS BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK...

Sponsored by:

Springfield Illinois Technology Enterprise Center, Patent and Trademark Depository Library - Illinois State Library, Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce

Funding for Springfield ITEC provided by: Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity - Southern Illinois University School of Medicine

 

 

SEDAC Newsletter
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the March 2006 newsletter is now available at 

http://www.sedac.org/pdf/ newsletter2_2.pdf    In this issue, you will find articles about:

• Energy conservation measures for hotels
• Demand Control Ventilation – Energy Conservation Measure #12 of SEDAC’s "Top 12 ECMs"
• How you can request a free energy audit 
• Information about the types of businesses that participate in SB$E
• Training opportunities

For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit our website at www.sedac.org. 

 

 

Chicago Business Opportunity Fair (CBOF)
The Chicago Business Opportunity Fair (CBOF) will take place at Navy Pier in Chicago on April 11-13, 2006. This is a premier procurement conference for Minority -owned businesses. The Fair includes excellent workshops, large exhibit area and many major supplier diversity contacts. More information and  registration information can be found at:  http://www.cmbdc.org/CBOF/CBOFHome.htm
 

 

Z Project Hazard Control Submissions due April 7th
Just a reminder, the Z Project Conference is May 2nd and all of the hazard control submissions for 2005 are due to Peggy Zweber by April 7th.  Whether you are just sharing your successes or wish to be considered for one of the OSHA awards, the due date is drawing very near.  For those of you who have sent information already, thanks for your efforts in Safety and Health in 2005.  For any questions of additional information please contact:

 

Peggy Zweber, Compliance Assistance Specialist

USDOL - OSHA

Peoria Area Office

zweber.peggy@dol.gov
309/589-7033

Serving the 81 counties of Central and Southern Illinois www.osha.gov
 

 

SBA Lenders Performance for February 2006
Attached is the Lenders Performance list as of the end of  February for Fiscal Year 2006.  Also you are asked to please take note of special SBA initiatives to serve Veterans and Exporters. 


Special Initiatives (Veterans & Exporters): SBA would appreciate your assistance in identifying loans made to Veterans and loans made to Exporters. These two special initiatives have historically demonstrated to be underserved when it comes to capital access. It is very important to reflect that the SBA programs are helping in meeting the needs of the these underserved markets. It is SBA's intent to recognize the top Lenders/CDCs including top performers in these special initiatives, such as loans to Veterans. 504, PLP, Express and E-Tran Lenders are encouraged to incorporate into your check list and forms and to highlight any Special initiatives, sent to the processing centers. Thank you for your assistance in achieving these very important goals. 

 

A Veteran is:

- Any individual who served more than 180 consecutive days on active duty
- Any individual who served on active duty and was released because of a service connected illness or injury. (Does not have to meet the 181- day rule)
- Any individual who was in the National Guard or Reserves and was called to active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge is authorized. (Examples are Panama, Grenada, Beirut, Persian Gulf, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, or Iraq. You do not have to have served in that area.) 

 

Assistance to an Exporter is:

- Any Business that is presently engaged in Export Trade 

- Any Business that is indirectly engaged in Export Trade when selling to customers who directly Export the end product.
- Any Applicant that plans to begin exporting

 

SBA would appreciate it if you could email me a list of approved SBA loans, for this fiscal year, that fit in one of the above Special Initiative categories, to assure that they have been properly accounted for. The information needed: Exporter or Veteran, Account #, Business name, date approved. If you have any question, please feel free to contact Bob Esquivel at (312) 353-6557. It is very important for the servicing aspect of these loans, that a contact phone number is included in the application.

 

 

Lender Forums
Attached you will find flyers on two upcoming SBA Lender Forums.  Lender Forums are a series of informational sessions designed for commercial lenders, offering presentations from various Government Financing organizations. More information on additional lender forums will be coming soon. 

 

 

Workforce Development and SBA Webinar
Below you will find information and an invitation to a Webinar Seminar: "Partnerships between Workforce Development and the SBA as an Economic Development Strategy".  New businesses create jobs, improve communities, and expand the U.S. economy. Self-employment programs are a valuable option for motivated individuals who wish to pursue the American dream of owning their own business. Self-employment also is a viable option for those individuals who have barriers to employment which can be minimized through self-employment. Participants will learn about specific ETA initiatives and policies designed to help people who are interested in starting or expanding a business. The Small Business Administration will present SBA's vision, goals and available services, as well as recent research on the "future of the economy." Finally, speakers from Minnesota 's workforce system will discuss how the state's WorkForce Centers have addressed the business community's needs. Practical, proven development programs and strategies such as Town Hall meetings, roundtable meetings, and Small Business Resource Fairs will be discussed during the webinar. 

1.  Go to www.workforce3one.org 
2.  Fill out registration information.
3.  Follow the link in the message below to register for the Webinar 
[Note: Just registering for the website doesn't mean they are registered for the Webinar] 
4.  As you know there are limited seats [connections] for the Webinar.  
So, your staff might want to go through the process today.  
If they wait too long the webinar will be filled up. 
5.  If they can't get registered because it does get filled up.  They will be
able to view the archived Webinar by finding it on the workforce3one website.
The only difference will be is that the archived webinar won't be live and they 
won't have an opportunity to interact with the presenters.  Also, you might 
recommend that your staff should look at an archived webinar before the 
live session if they are going to be new to the technology. 
http://www.workforce3one.org/public/skillbuilding/webinar_info.cfm?id=88 
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	Webinar Invitation: 
Partnerships between Workforce Development and the SBA as an Economic Development Strategy 
Workforce3 One is pleased to offer this webinar that showcases model partnerships between the Workforce Investment System and the Small Business Administration as an economic development strategy. Do not miss this informative webinar! 
The U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration has teamed up with the Small Business Administration to help people create and expand employment in small businesses. New businesses create jobs, improve communities and expand the U.S. economy. 
Partnerships between Workforce Development and the SBA as an Economic Development Strategy
Presenters: 
Byron Zuidema, Regional Administrator, Employment & Training Administration/USDOL (Region 5) 
Patrick Rea, Regional Administrator, U.S. Small Business Administration 
Michael W. Myhre, State Director, Minnesota Small Business Development Centers
Connie Ireland, Southwest Minnesota Regional Administrator Minnesota WorkForce Centers
 

 

Resource: 
Jonathan Simonetta, Office of Policy Development and Research Employment & Training Administration/USDOL 
 

 

Moderator: 
John Scott, Business Services, Employment & Training Administration/USDOL 
 

 

Date: 
March 16, 2006
Time: 
2:00pm Eastern (1pm/Central, 12pm/Mountain, 11am/Pacific)
Length: 
75 minutes
Description:
New businesses create jobs, improve communities, and expand the U.S. economy. Self-employment programs are a valuable option for motivated individuals who wish to pursue the American dream of owning their own business. Self-employment also is a viable option for those individuals who have barriers to employment which can be minimized through self-employment. Participants will learn about specific ETA initiatives and policies designed to help people who are interested in starting or expanding a business. The Small Business Administration will present SBA's vision, goals and available services, as well as recent research on the ?future of the economy.? Finally, speakers from Minnesota 's workforce system will discuss how the state's WorkForce Centers have addressed the business community's needs. Practical, proven development programs and strategies such as Town Hall meetings, roundtable meetings, and Small Business Resource Fairs will be discussed during the webinar. 
Register Now!!!
Registration for this Webinar is limited and seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. Please click the link below to login to Workforce3 One and register today!
http://www.workforce3one.org/public/skillbuilding/webinar_info.cfm?id=88









If you are deaf, hard-of-hearing, or have speech disabilities and captioning would facilitate your participation in this Webinar, you can register for captioning service through the Federal Relay Conference Captioning. Please note the Federal Relay Service requires at least 48 hours notice (2 working days) to guarantee coverage. For more information, visit http://www.workforce3one.org/support/webinars.cfm#q5.
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New Report on Clustering of Small Firms
Small Fast Growing Private Firms Cluster In Industries Employing Scientists And Engineers - Industry Conditions Help Determine The Role Of Entrepreneurs

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Small fast growing private firms cluster in industries employing a high percentage of scientists and engineers, according to a new report (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs272tot.pdf) issued today by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration. Conversely, as industries mature, large fast growing public firms that have more sales, distribution, and production employees predominate.

 

"Entrepreneurs play an important role in our economy, and that role clearly differs by industry," said Dr. Chad Moutray, Chief Economist for the Office of Advocacy. "It has always been a tenet of economic theory that industry conditions can help to determine the role of entrepreneurs. Now, using a unique data set, the theory has been tested and found to be correct." The report, Innovation and Small Business Performance: Examining the Relationship Between Technological Innovation and the Within-Industry Distributions of Fast Growth Firms, written by Peregrine Analytics with funding from the Office of Advocacy, used Inc. magazine’s "Inc. 500" as an

important source of data for its findings. Among the report’s findings:

- Distribution of large, high growth established firms and small, high growth private firms is not even across industries.

- Industries that are more technically oriented (as evidenced by increased employment of scientists and engineers) are more accommodating to new fast growing private firms.

- Production oriented industries are more accommodating to large fast growing public firms.

 

The Office of Advocacy, the "small business watchdog" of the government, examines the role and status of small business in the economy and independently represents the views of small business to federal agencies, Congress, and the President. It is the source for small business statistics presented in user-friendly formats and it funds research into small business issues. For more information, visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo.

 

 

 

Self Employment Resource Network (SERN) Video Conference Series
Self Employment Resource Network (SERN) is announcing a series of five video-conferences!  The focus of these conferences is to provide the basics of a business plan.  Gene Oulvey from the Division of Rehab Services has been able to confirm 14 sites to broadcast this series.  The dates of the conferences are to be March 24th, May 19th, July 21st, September 22nd and November 17th.  They will all take place from 9 am to 11:30 am. Attached is the brochure for the 1st conference on 3/24.  Information on how to register is included.  Please spread the word.
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
===============================================================  




