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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  SBA ARRA LENDING PROGRAMS EXTENDED

-  ANALYSIS OF SMALL BUSINESS AND JOBS
-  CHICAGO CITY TREASURER BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION

-  2010 GOVERNOR’S SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS
-  DOING BUSINESS WITH THE FDIC
-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - SAWMILL HYDRAULICS, INC.
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – BUSINESS ADVISOR NOTES
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SBA.GOV/ADVO/RESEARCH/RS357.PDF 
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - NONENGLISH SPEAKING BUSINESS ADVISORS
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
-  MOVES AND NEWS  

SBA ARRA LENDING PROGRAMS EXTENDED
Please click HERE to see details about the recent action extending, until March 28, the U.S. Small Business Administration’s ability to provide small business loans that are enhanced with special provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), including a higher guarantee of SBA-backed loans and a waiver of loan fees normally paid by borrowers. 

ANALYSIS OF SMALL BUSINESS AND JOBS
SBA estimates the additional funding will support about $1.8 billion in small business lending. While there is no shortage of assertions about small business and jobs, there is a lack of insight into such claims, which often compete--or even conflict--with each other.   This new report by Advocacy economist Brian Headd, “An Analysis of Small Business and Jobs” presents background information on the most widely used official data sources. It explains and provides visual depictions of the share of small business employment and the role that new businesses and fast growing businesses play in shaping our labor market.  The report also tracks recent trends, including a decline in job turnover since the downturn of 2001.

A copy of the report is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs359tot.pdf and the research summary can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs359.pdf.

Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov. 
CHICAGO CITY TREASURER BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION
Interested entrepreneurs should consider entering the 2010 Chicago Business Plan Competition NOW, and share in $10,000 in prizes. FREE business plan writing workshops will be offered in Chicago every Wednesday in March to support the contest. Deadline is April 5th.
Also sharpen your mind and your pencil and enter the business Elevator Pitch Contest – You may have a brilliant business idea or business – but can you explain it and sell it in 30 seconds. Elevator Pitches and Business Plans are keys to a successful business. For more information and to enter the elevator pitch or business plan competition visit www.chicagocitytreasurer.com
2010 GOVERNOR’S SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS
The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) is now accepting applications for the 2010 Governor's Sustainability Awards.  http://www.istc.illinois.edu/info/govs_awards.cfm
Please be sure to review the application details carefully!  We have updated the award criteria to better coincide with the variety of sustainable activities and projects that improve our environment that applicants may have implemented. 

The deadline for application submittal will be the close of business on May 21, 2010.  Applications will only be accepted on-line. The award ceremony will be held in Champaign.  A final date has not yet been set, however ISTC is targeting the second half of October 2010. 

You are encouraged to forward this announcement to your colleagues that may also be interested in the program.  For questions please contact:  Debra Jacobson, Regional Operations Manager, Illinois Sustainable Technology Center, Institute of Natural Resource Sustainability, University of Illinois, 1010 Jorie Boulevard, Suite 12, Oakbrook, IL  60523 - 630/472-5019 or e-mail: djacobson@istc.illinois.edu  

 

DOING BUSINESS WITH THE FDIC
Continuing challenges in the financial services industry have impacted the FDIC’s contracting opportunities and processes.   Because of high public interest FDIC is hosting a “Doing Business with the FDIC” seminar in Chicago, Illinois on Thursday April 15, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Continental Breakfast and registration 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.) at the Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza, 350 W. Mart Center Drive.                                                                                        

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?  Minority and Women-owned Businesses (MWOBs) who have the capability and capacity to provide Receivership Assistance (Facilities, Asset Management, Deposit and Creditors’ Claims, Investigations, Payroll Services, Environmental Due Diligence), Owned Real Estate Management and Asset Dispositions, and other Financial Services (Accounting, Appraising, Auditing, and Auctioning).     

Limited Seating - To reserve a space, you must RSVP by April 6, 2010.  Submit your RSVP by sending an e-mail to Howtodobus@fdic.gov providing the name of your company and the name of the representative that will attend.  Your RSVP must be confirmed by return e-mail from the FDIC BEFORE you can attend.  

The event is being sponsored by the FDIC’s Office of Diversity and Economic Opportunity and the Division of Administration.  It is FREE of charge.    

Questions:  Velda Fludd (703) 562-6071, Linda Douglas (703) 562-6072 or Kay Simon (703) 562-2698 - Email: howtodobus@fdic.gov   
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - SAWMILL HYDRAULICS, INC.
The Illinois SBDC International Trade Center at Bradley University in Peoria has been informed that their nominee for the U.S. Small Business Administration - "Exporter of the Year", Chris Helle of Sawmill Hydraulics, Inc. of Farmington, has won the Illinois award and is also being recognized as the “SBA Region V Exporter of the Year”.

Sawmill Hydraulics is a family-run manufacturer of sawmill equipment, who for over 46 years has stood for quality and innovation.  The company was nominated due to Helle’s commitment to export development, employee training and giving back through community involvement and spreading the good word of export success.  

The ITC at Bradley has assisted Helle in developing a long-term international sales and export strategy, secure an SBA Export Working Capital Program loan and to proactively leverage SBDC resources to achieve significant export growth from year to year.  

Sawmill Hydraulics has also worked with the DCEO Office of Trade and Investment (OTI), participating in an OTI trade mission to Eastern Europe. 

Jim Foley, the Director of the ITC at Bradley believes the award is noteworthy because Sawmill Hydraulics is not a large company with a large percentage of international sales.  “However, they help convey the critical message we tell all our clients; exporting is not just for the multinationals but for companies of all sizes.”

Congratulations to Sawmill Hydraulics, Inc. for their award and to the Illinois SBDC ITC at Bradley University for the success experienced by this client.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – BUSINESS ADVISOR NOTES
Good Business Advisor notes are an integral piece to your client documentation.   A template for each individual business guidance session is now included in WebCATS. When you add a new session note the template will appear. This is an effort to improve the overall accuracy, completeness, and quality of individual business advisor notes. Please utilize the template and address each item whenever you enter information into the Business Advisor Notes section of WebCATS.  The template is listed below:

A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT OCCURED IN THE SESSION:

AN ANALYSIS OF THE PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED:

ACTIONS TAKEN TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM IDENTIFIED:

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN PRIOR TO THE NEXT SESSION BY BOTH THE CLIENT AND CONSULTANT:

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://WWW.SBA.GOV/ADVO/RESEARCH/RS357.PDF
This website is for an SBA Advocacy Report that was mentioned in the January-February edition of the SBA Advocate Newsletter.  The title of the article is, "Income and Wealth in Households with Small Businesses".   There are many interesting facts from this research, among them that "From 1998 to 2007, house​holds owning a business increased real mean wealth by 63.4 percent; the comparable increase for those not owning a business was just under 40 percent".

The full report is located at   http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs357tot.pdf and the research sum​mary can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs357.pdf
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - IEN NONENGLISH SPEAKING BUSINESS ADVISORS
The Resource of the Week this week comes from within our own IEN.  We have a tremendous resource in the many Business Advisors who have the talent and ability to be able to communicate in non English languages.

About one year ago, Centers participated in a SurveyMonkey Survey from DCEO to identify who had staff that spoke non-English languages.  At that time, we learned that we had people within the IEN that spoke nine other languages.   Those included: Bosnian, Chinese, Croatian, German, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish.   You can find the results of our Survey in an Excel spreadsheet on CenterConnect.   It can be found under "CenterConnect Library" which is on the left hand side of the main page. 

Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with this list of people and languages should you ever need help from them to assist one of your clients.   If you have additions or changes that need to be made to this list, please notify your DCEO Network Coordinator with those changes so we can update this list.   Thank You.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CENTERCONNECT you will find the updated SBA Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2010, starting from 10/01/09 to 2/28/10.   In Illinois, we are showing a 129% increase in 7(a) loans and a 81% increase in 504 loans for this same period from last year.  Also, below are links to update Notices regarding revised or extended SBA forms.

-  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has approved the revised SBA Form 912, “Statement of Personal History" through February 28, 2013.  This form is available here.  

-  The Office Management and Budget (OMB) has approved the extension for SBA Form 1244 “U.S. Small Business Administration Application for Section 504 Loan” through February 28, 2013. Form 1244 is available on SBA.gov.   

MOVES AND NEWS
The Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia is pleased to announce that Mr. Riley Barker joined the Center staff as a Business Specialist on February 22nd.  Riley comes to the SBDC after having operated his own successful consulting practice in Carbondale and teaching at several downstate institutions.  He is a certified QuickBooks Pro, Point-of-Sale Advisor and Intuit Solution Provider. Riley earned his B.S. degree in Biological Sciences from Kansas State University.  Kaskaskia College is excited to add Riley Barker's diverse skills to their programs and services.   Contact information for Riley is: Phone (618) - 545 - 3439 and by email at: rbarker@kaskaskia.edu
New Phone Numbers - DCEO Network Coordinators Sheri Ericson and Derick Cheek now have new phone numbers.    Please make a note of them.   They can now be reached at: 

Sheri Ericson: (217)524-0158

Derick Cheek: (217)785-6167




 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
