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Illinois Governor's Sustainability Awards

The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) is now accepting applications for the "2012 Illinois Governor's Sustainability Awards".     

The deadline for application submittal is the close of business on Friday, May 25, 2012.  Applications will only be accepted electronically.  Details can be found on this website: http://www.istc.illinois.edu/info/govs_awards.cfm
The award ceremony will be held this fall in the Chicago area.  Please forward this announcement to your clients and others that may be interested in the program.  

If you have questions about the award application, please contact:

Debra Jacobson, Regional Operations Manager, Illinois Sustainable Technology Center - University of Illinois, 1010 Jorie Boulevard, Suite 338, Oakbrook, Illinois  60523, E-mail Address djacobson@istc.illinois.edu   Phone: 630/472-5019

10 Tools to Make Your Marketing Videos Wow

Video has become an essential marketing tool. It’s a great way to tell your story, show the human side of your business and communicate highly complex ideas in an easy to digest manner. But while video has the power to deeply engage, it also has the power to bore the viewer to tears—and creating compelling video is different than writing, say, a compelling blog post.

Starting a camera and spouting out a thousand words of brilliant prose does not make a compelling video. There are proven techniques and tools that can help make your videos engage, hold attention and wow the viewer. 

John Jantsch is a marketing consultant, speaker and author of Duct Tape Marketing.  He has identified 10 tools that can help you get started.   To read the entire article and find the 10 tools John talks about, please click on the following link: 
http://www.openforum.com/articles/10-tools-to-make-your-marketing-videos-wow?extlink=em-openf-SBdaily 
Payroll Tax Cut Extended - Revised Form Available to Employers

The Internal Revenue Service has released revised Form 941 enabling employers to properly report the newly-extended payroll tax cut benefiting nearly 160 million workers.
Under the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, workers will continue to receive larger paychecks for the rest of this year based on a lower social security tax withholding rate of 4.2 percent, which is two percentage points less than the 6.2 percent rate in effect prior to 2011. This reduced rate, originally in effect for all of 2011, was extended through the end of February by the Temporary Payroll Tax Cut Continuation Act of 2011, enacted December 23rd.

Self-employed individuals will also benefit from a comparable rate reduction in the social security portion of the self-employment tax from 12.4 percent to 10.4 percent. For 2012, the social security tax applies to the first $110,100 of wages and net self-employment income received by an individual.

The IRS will issue additional guidance, as needed, to implement the newly-extended payroll tax cut, and any further updates will be posted on IRS.gov.  To learn more, please visit this IRS website: http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=254723,00.html
The Small Business Advocate - March 2012

The March 2012 edition of the Small Business Advocate features the FY 2011 Report on the Regulatory Flexibility Act. In FY 2011, federal agencies’ compliance with the RFA saved small businesses $11.7 billion in forgone regulatory costs. The newsletter also reports on a truck and motor coach safety roundtable, the IRS’s withdrawal of a credit card reconciliation requirement, and new firm size data on the office’s website.  Link to Newsletter at - http://www.sba.gov/advocacy/810/122961.  For more information please see the Office of Advocacy webpage - http://www.sba.gov/advocacy.

IEDC's 2012 Spring Conference
Driving Innovation and Prosperity: Transforming Industries and Communities for the Next Economy, the IEDC's Spring Conference will be held in St. Louis, MO on June 10-12, 2012.  
Register before Friday, April 6 and save $100 with our Early Registration Rates.  Attend the International Economic Development Council's 2012 Spring Conference to learn cutting-edge tools and strategies that ignite innovation and transform your community's economic base for a promising economy. 

More exports, new sources of energy and increasing returns on knowledge and ideas are the sources of future economic growth. A strategy to capture this growth and transform a region's economy will leverage assets, spark innovation, strengthen infrastructure, and cultivate a place where talented people and firms want to be. Conference attendees will learn how to build on their communities' assets and industrial base to stimulate the growth of new clusters, companies and jobs. 

Session Topics Include:

• Biologics, Biofuels, Drugs and Devices: The Changing Face of Life Sciences 
• Economic Gardening 2.0: Growing Businesses from within Your Community 
• The Construction Industry: Where It Is Now and Where It's Going 
• The Power of Collaboration: Centers for Entrepreneurs 
• Tomorrow's Energy Landscape: Transforming Traditional Energy and Adopting Renewable Energy 
• Financing for Technology Startups 
• Targeting the Digital Arts: Media, Gaming and Entertainment Industries

Program Success of the Week - The Music Connection

A client of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Governors State University and owner of The Music Connection in Orland Park, is a 2012 recipient of The Daily Herald Business Ledger Annual Award for Business Excellence in the Small Business Category.  

Companies that will be honored by the newspaper have shown a consistent record of financial success, an emphasis on workplace quality, innovation in its processes or procedures, support of the business community, support of the community at large through charitable or volunteer efforts, mentoring or internship programs and other similar projects.

“I would like to thank the Illinois SBDC at Governors State University for their advice, counsel, and encouragement over the last 4 years,” said Janet Kuester, owner of The Music Connection. “Working with the SBDC has been an exciting opportunity that I encourage all beginning and growing businesses to experience.”

The Daily Herald Business Ledger will recognize The Music Connection at their "2012 Business Excellence Awards" event in March 2012. 

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS 

Whenever a client's status (pre-venture or in business) changes it is imperative that you update their profile information to reflect this change.  When you create a "started a business" milestone you will receive the following message:  You have just created a "started a business" milestone.  Would you like to have the client status updated from "pre-venture/nascent" to "start-up (In Bus. < 1year)"? (If you respond with {OK}, the client's Date Established will be updated to the current date)  Note: The client record's business type is currently "NA".  You may wish to update the client record if their type of business is now different.  Please say "OK" to this message to update the client status field and date established field.  We use these fields to track the current percentage of In Business vs. Not In Business clients.  It is very important to have accurate data in these fields.   Thank you for helping to keep this client information accurate and up to date.
Website of the Week - www.VetBizGO.org 

With a shared commitment to the men and women serving in our military forces, VetBizGO, a new online business development community tailored to the interests and needs of Veteran entrepreneurs was recently launched.

VetBizGO is a Virtual Business Accelerator. As a public/private initiative of the nonprofit Foundation for Entrepreneurial Research and Development (FERAD), it offers a no-cost public service to provide Veterans with more than just a job - - a path to financial independence through self-employment and small business pursuits. 

As a Virtual Business Accelerator, it contains:

· A robust database of over 25,000 federal, state and local government and nonprofit small business assistance agencies searchable by multiple criteria, 

· Educational programming - including traditional classroom and just-in-time online learning, and 

· Interactive features to facilitate real time networking around building relationships to enable entrepreneurial progress and success. 

Take a moment to visit www.vetbizgo.org and surf around. Please help spread the word to your veteran constituents and audiences. A news release is posted on the site at http://www.vetbizgo.org/pdf/news.pdf to provide additional information.
Resource of the Week - SBA Govt. Contracting On-Line Classroom 

Government contracts can offer significant opportunities for small businesses, but selling to the government requires a very different approach than selling to the commercial sector.

SBA has created a series of free online contracting courses designed to help prospective and existing small businesses understand the basics about contracting with governmental agencies. So whether you’re just getting started or looking for ways to compete more successfully in the government contracting marketplace, check out the courses below.

Before entering some courses, you will be prompted to complete an online registration form. The registration process is simple, asks only a couple of questions, and will take less than a minute to complete.

These self-paced courses are easy to use and understand. Each one will take about 30 minutes to complete, and you can exit a course at any time. All of the courses feature audio explanations. 

To learn more about these free on line classes and how to access them, please visit: http://www.sba.gov/content/online-courses-government-contracting 
What's New on CenterConnect
The Illinois SBDC Calendar Year 2011 Annual Report Brochure is now on CenterConnect.   It is in pdf form and can be printed as needed by local centers.   Please share this information with your host organization and other important stakeholders.   It clearly demonstrates the value and economic impact of the Illinois SBDC.   Thanks and Congratulations to all of the Illinois SBDCs for your contributions which helped to make these accomplishments possible.
Moves and News
Jada Diefenbach began her new duties at the Illinois SBDC at SIU-Carbondale as an International Trade Center Business Specialist on March 1st.  She is a native of Marion, Illinois and has studied and worked around the world and is settling back home to begin working with SIU.  Jada has worked in several companies handling their international trade functions including sourcing, purchasing, quality control, and import and export.  She has a Master’s degree in International Studies with an emphasis in foreign trade from Webster University—London campus and a Bachelor’s degree in International Studies with an emphasis in economics from Florida State University.  Jada worked in the State of Florida for the equivalent of our state’s Office of Trade and Investment.  Welcome, Jada, to the Illinois SBDC.
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