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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
- SBA LENDER FORUMS
- 2008 IESBGA CONFERENCE – SAVE THE DATES

- EEOC SEMINAR FOR EMPLOYERS
- DIOSH DAY 2008

- NASE TAX SEMINAR

- COMMUNICATIONS REMINDER

- WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  www.smallbiztrends.com
- RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Duct Tape Marketing

- MOVES AND NEWS
SBA LENDER FORUMS
The SBA Illinois District Office and the Illinois SBDC are again partnering to deliver lender forums throughout the State of Illinois.    These informative sessions are designed to update commercial lenders about financing programs and assistance available through the SBA.   In addition, presentations will be made by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and various Certified Development Corporations.

Currently there are 13 Lender Forums scheduled between the dates of March 6th and April 30th, 2008.    These half day morning sessions are free to attend, but participants must register.    For locations, times and registration information, please see the attachments for the Chicagoland area and Downstate locations.

Please share this information with your local lenders who will benefit from this free educational opportunity. 

2008 IESBGA CONFERENCE – SAVE THE DATES

As you know, the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association’s (IESBGA) Annual Conference, our Network’s major professional development conference,  will be held in conjunction with the 28th Annual Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) Conference in Chicago on September 2-5, 2008.  The conference will be held at the Chicago Hyatt Regency Hotel.  Please SAVE THE DATES and watch your e-mail in the coming weeks for more information.
ASBDC/IESBGA

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  SEPTEMBER 2-5, 2008  CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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EEOC SEMINAR FOR EMPLOYERS
The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission will be holding a Technical Assistance Program for employers on May 6 and 7, 2008 at the Lincolnshire Marriott Resort.  The seminar focuses on practical applications and provides practical, real-world examples. Participants will get an understanding of the law, plus a real world view of how the EEOC looks at different types of employment situations. Employers will learn and understand how to implement ADA’s Reasonable Accommodation requirements, and how to resolve EEO complaints quickly through mediation.  Other session highlights include race discrimination, documentation, discipline and discharge, legal updates, preventing sexual harassment and conducting internal EEO investigations.  If you would like further information about the seminar, please call Rita Coffey at (312) 353-7254 or email rita.coffey@eeoc.gov.
DIOSH DAY 2008

OSHA is sponsoring the 17th annual Occupational Safety and Health Day on Wednesday, March 19, 2008 at the Peoria Civic Center in Peoria, IL. The Downstate Illinois 17th Annual Occupational Safety and Health Day (DIOSH Day) is for employers, employees, and all others interested in safety and health.  Experts in the field will present a program on the most current issues in safety and health today.  Many governmental agencies will have booths in the exhibit area.  This is a great opportunity to get your workplace safety questions answered in a neutral setting.  For more information or to register, go to:  http://www.dioshday.com/.  
NASE TAX SEMINAR

The National Association for the Self-Employed (NASE) can help your clients navigate their micro-business taxes at the NASE Tax Seminar. 

Monday, March 31, 2008

Hilton Suites Chicago/ Magnificent Mile – 198 E. Delaware Place, Chicago

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

The NASE is traveling across the country to bring micro-business tax strategies to you. This small-group, two-hour seminar offers close access to a CPA specializing in taxes affecting the self-employed.

■ Find hidden deductions

■ Employ your spouse or children

■ Learn Tax Code changes for 2007

A $120 Value – Register online now for only $40!  Special discounted pricing for friends of the NASE.  Enjoy breakfast and networking with fellow micro-business owners in your community - Enter to win a Portable Navigation System worth $250 for your car — one awarded FREE at each seminar!   Participants can register for only $40 with the promotional code “SBDC.” 

Learn more at www.NASE.org/taxseminars and register at  https://www.nase.org/Secured/event_register.asp. You can also call 800-232-NASE.

COMMUNICATIONS REMINDER 

We want to say Thank You to all of the Centers in the IEN for your ongoing cooperation and partnership.    In order to continue to enhance the communication throughout the IEN, we would like to send a reminder.   If you are asked to sponsor or host training or other events, please be sure to let your DCEO Network Coordinator know about the event and requesting organization.   This will help keep all of us informed so that we can better share information.    Thank you very much.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  www.smallbiztrends.com
Small Business Trends is a place to visit to stay informed about the small business market.    You can track, explore and learn from trends affecting small business through several resources on this "blogsite".    Yes, the core feature is a blog, but there is much more available to help you learn.   There are forums seeking input for sharing and Marketplace, which is a collection of products and services specifically for small businesses.    You won't want to miss the "Trend Tracker" which is information on 9 major trends in small business.    The Small Business Trends Radio Show airs on the internet on Tuesdays at 12:30pm CST.    To check out all of the information on Small Business Trends, simply click on: www.smallbiztrends.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Duct Tape Marketing

Most of us have learned that duct tape is such a versatile product that it can "fix" almost anything, very inexpensively.    Now take that theory and apply it to small business marketing and you have "Duct Tape Marketing".   The creator of Duct Tape Marketing is Mr. John Jantsch.   He has been called the World's Most Practical Small Business Expert for consistently delivering real-world, proven small business marketing ideas and strategies.   He is a presenter of popular marketing workshops for organizations such as the Small Business Administration, American Marketing Association, Kauffman Foundation and the National Association of Tax Professionals.   Check out all of the great simple, effective and affordable ideas he has to share that can help you and your clients by visiting: www.ducttapemarketing.com
MOVES AND NEWS

On February, 28, 2008, Advocacy announced the 2008 Top 10 Rules for Review and Reform. The Top 10 are drawn from over 80 rules nominated by small business owners and their representatives as part of the Regulatory Review and Reform (r3) initiative. The 2008 Top 10 Rules for Review and Reform are listed in the Report on the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), FY 2007.
The Top 10 Rules for Review and Reform can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/r3/r3_nominations08.html#10 . The FY 2007 RFA Report can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/flex/07regflx.pdf  and a research summary at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/flex/07regflx_rs.pdf .
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
