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ENTREPRENEURS QUEST 2009 - BACK TO BASICS ON APRIL 18TH 

The Illinois Small Business Development Center at Harper College is hosting "Entrepreneurs Quest 2009 - Back to Basics", on Saturday, April 19th.   This one day seminar is for small business owners and those thinking about starting their own business.  You will learn about the tools that are fundamental to growth and success.   Breakout sessions will include the topics of: marketing and sales, public relations, emerging technology, business planning, success secrets from panel members and much more.   The keynote speaker will be Carolyn Gable, President and CEO of New Age Transportation, Distribution and Warehousing, Inc. and the author of, "Everything I Know as a CEO I Learned as a Waitress".    She started her business in her home and has grown it into a $28 million enterprise.
Entrepreneurs Quest 2009 will be held at the Wojcik Conference Center at Harper College which is at 1200 West Algonquin Road in Palatine.  The program will run from 8am to 3:30pm and the $75.00 price to attend includes lunch and seminar materials.   To register, please visit http://goforward.harpercollege.edu/page.cfm?p=4164
SBA UPGRADES PODCASTING FOR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS
The U.S. Small Business Administration has upgraded its podcasts to offer additional resources to the nation’s entrepreneurs.  Business owners can take advantage of this and other business resources from the SBA to help them more effectively manage their firms, including free online training courses and other business tools and resources.
The SBA podcasts, available online at www.sba.gov/tools/audiovideo/Podcasts/index.html,

provide an introduction to a variety of small business topics, and provide useful business information and advice.  

The newest podcast topics include Marketing to the Federal Government, Getting Your Small Business Ready for Tax Season and Online Reporting of Employee Wages.  Existing podcasts for entrepreneurs are Is Entrepreneurship for You and Checklist for Starting a Business.  New podcasts will be added regularly to provide insight and tips on such topics as downshifting in a slowing economy, going green and business plan development, along with programs for veterans and information to help entrepreneurs start, grow and succeed.  

Each podcast delivers a broadcast quality recording that can now be downloaded through RSS feeds, in addition to portable media players and personal computers.  RSS is a format for delivering regularly changing Web content, such as podcasts, that provides an easy way to keep up with news and information, and avoids searching for information on Web sites. 

It benefits readers who want to subscribe to timely updates that can be directly delivered.  The content, known as a feed, can be read using a readily available RSS reader.
The podcasts are less than 10 minutes in length and feature expert interviews from government, industry and business professionals.  SBA podcasts and other resources can be accessed online at www.sba.gov/tools/index.html.

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT - AFFECTS ON TAXPAYERS

The new American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 is the subject of many conversations and is generating a lot of questions.  Many of these questions center on how will this affect taxpayers this filing season and next.   The Internal Revenue Service has placed information to help answer that question, and others, on a special website:
The IRS is working diligently to complete an analysis of this new legislation to determine its full effect on processes and forms and to implement them.  They are committed to doing this as quickly – but more importantly – as thoroughly as possible and will be providing updates via IRS.gov. So, please monitor their website for the latest information over the course of the next few weeks and months.   Please visit them at: http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204335,00.html?portlet=6 
FRAUDULENT ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN BANK ACCOUNT INFORMATION

This notice is to advise all SBA employees and partners about fraudulent attempts to obtain small business bank account information using SBA letterhead.  Reports have been made by various district offices that small businesses across the country are receiving letters on SBA letterhead offering assistance to obtain tax rebates under the recent economic stimulus legislation.  The letter also asks the small businesses to fax in a response with the name of their bank and bank account number.  These letters have not been sent by or authorized by SBA, and appear to be a fraudulent attempt to obtain financial information from the small businesses.  All SBA district offices are asked to reach out to lenders, small businesses and others in their area, including media representatives, to let them know that businesses should not respond to these letters.  The Inspector General’s Office is investigating this matter and pursuing appropriate action.
· HOW SMALL BUSINESS CAN BENEFIT FROM STIMULUS FUNDS
Small-business advocates have criticized the new administration and Congress for not allocating a bigger share of the $787 billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to help them recover.  Forbes magazine offers this overview of the few programs, grants and projects specifically intended to help small outfits. Forbes (2/24) 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - A SCENTS OF CLASS 
A Scents of Class was created for everyday people to be able to smell good and feel great.   This Springfield small business is doing just that, with help from the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College.   They provide brand name discounted perfumes, fragrances, candles and much more.   What is really making this company move forward is the help they received in marketing these products on the internet.    This new approach is working and the client is very appreciated as demonstrated in a note received by the Center.   In it, the client said, "Thank you again and you will never truly know what you did for me and my company".    Congratulations to A Scents of Class on their marketing success and also to the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College.

  

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - TUTORIALS, FAQ'S AND RESOURCES 
New features have been added to the initial screen of Webcats, that we want to bring to your attention as this weeks, Getting the Most Out of Webcats.   Upon entering the system, you will notice a new banner at the top of the page.   There are three options available, all designed to assist and help you make better use of this management tool.    You can now click on Tutorials, FAQ's and Resources to learn more valuable information about webcats.    We encourage you to visit all three of these new options to familiarize yourself for future use.    At the upcoming IESBGA Meeting in Decatur, we will provide additional information about these new tools.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.FAMEE.ORG
SBDC TELESEMINAR SERIES - 6 MONTH INTENSIVE FOR SMALL BUSINESS MARKETING CONSULTATION.
Want to become a stronger marketing business advisor?  Even if you have no marketing background - and even if you do, this program is for you.  The FAMEE Foundation is starting an intensive business advisor implementation training program which combines their electronic learning approach and 13 teleseminar sessions with Curt Clinkinbeard, the author of the CUSTOMER PILLARS book and workbook program (Previously called HYPERGROW.) There is no cost to participate in this significant learning opportunity. SPACE IS LIMITED. Contact Chris Deman today at cdeman@famee.org for more information. Click here to see what lots of SBDC people say about this and related programs.    To learn more, please click on: www.famee.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBA PROGRAM ENHANCEMENTS

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act contains a package of loan fee reductions, higher guarantees, new SBA programs, secondary market incentives, and enhancements to current SBA programs that will help unlock credit markets and begin economic recovery for the nation’s small business sector. 
 

The bill provides $730 million to SBA and makes changes to the agency’s lending and investment programs so that they can reach more small businesses that need help. The funding includes: 

• $375 million for temporary fee reductions or eliminations on SBA loans and increased SBA guaranteed shares, up to 90 percent for certain loans 

• $255 million for a new loan program to help small businesses meet existing debt payments 

• $30 million for expanding SBA’s Microloan program, enough to finance up to $50 million in new lending and $24 million in technical assistance grants to microlenders 

• $20 million for technology systems to streamline SBA’s lending and oversight processes 

• $15 million for expanding SBA’s Surety Bond Guarantee program 

• $25 million for staffing up to meet demands for new programs 

• $10 million for the Office of Inspector General 

The bill also authorizes refinancing for certain SBA loans so borrowers can expand their businesses on favorable terms, and expands leverage capability for Small Business Investment.   To read the full text of the program enhancements, please click on: http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_homepage/news_release_09-10.pdf
MOVES AND NEWS

Spring Training: Back to the Basics - 2009 IESBGA Conference will be held in Decatur at Millikin University on Thursday March 19th and Friday March 20th.  All IEN member Centers, Directors and Business Advisors are asked to participate.  Room blocks are available at the Holiday Inn Express and Homewood Suites.  The Holiday Inn Express is located at 5170 North Wingate Drive in Decatur.  To reserve a sleeping room on the block for $70 plus tax, please call 217-875-5500 or log on to www.hiexpress.com/decaturil and enter the Group Code “IES.”  The Holiday Inn Express room block cutoff date is March 10, 2009.  The Homewood Suites is located at 333 West Marion Avenue in Forsyth.  If you wish to reserve a room on the block for $109 plus tax, please call 217-877-0887 and request the IESBGA block.  Registration will be available online at https://www.dce.siu.edu/    Please find the registration link on the right side of this page under DCE Calendar.   IESBGA members may register for $98 prior to March 12th.   Deadline to register for the Conference is Monday, March 16th.
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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