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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  MIDWEST SMALL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT SYMPOSIUM

-  SBA WEB CHAT – BONDING AND CONTRACTING

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - SBEAP 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.INNOVATIONAMERICA.US
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - CORPORATE TURNAROUND 

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

MIDWEST SMALL BUSINESS GOVERNMENT SYMPOSIUM

The Midwest Small Business Government Contracting Symposium will be held on April 12-13, 2010 at the i wireless Center, Moline IL.   Register Now for the Symposium by clicking on 
https://www.regonline.com/msbs.   Lodging will be available at the Radisson John Deere Commons - special rate!  Call 309-764-1000 for reservations today.  Join us on Sunday April 11 for an early reception that evening, with conference beginning on Monday morning. Check the website for new information on symposium content! www.ndia-ia-il.org  

*ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL    *MAJOR  BUYING ACTIVITIES    *GSA TRAINING    *FEDERAL STIMULUS PROGRAMS INFO      *LEARN  HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE GOV

*MEET THE PRIME CONTRACTORS        *MEET THE GOV BUYERS   *SBA LOANS     *NETWORK WITH GOV CONTRACTORS   *TRADE SHOW

SBA WEB CHAT – BONDING AND CONTRACTING

The SBA’s Web Chat will highlight assistance to small businesses looking to grow or expand in the federal government marketplace, and businesses that need surety bonds to do public and private contracting.  Business owners can find out how to position their business to sell to the government and how to obtain bonding. 

WHO: Karen Hontz, Office of Government Contracting and Business Development, and Pam Swilling, Office of Surety Guarantees at the U. S. Small Business Administration will host the February Web chat on “Contracting Opportunities & Surety Bonds.”  Hontz and Swilling will answer questions on doing business in the federal market and how small contractors can get assistance in obtaining surety bonds.

WHAT: SBA’s Web chat series, providing small business owners with an opportunity to discuss relevant business issues online with experts, industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Chat participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online in advance and during the live session, with instant answers.

WHEN: March 4, 2010, 1 p.m. ET Hontz and Swilling will answer questions for one hour.       

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov , and clicking “Online Business Chat.”  Web chat participants may post questions before the February 25th chat by visiting http://web.sba.gov/livemeeting/Mar10/  and posting their questions online.   To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at http://www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Calendar Year 2009 was another outstanding year for the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP).   SBEAP staff provided environmental regulatory assistance and guidance to 1,119 clients through their toll free helpline and emails and trained an additional 536 individuals in their industry specific workshops.  Additionally, the Illinois SBEAP worked to keep thousands of small businesses updated on changes in state and federal rules through their quarterly publication, Clean Air Clips, and the reporting forms that the staff of the SBEAP mailed directly to impacted industries  Congratulations and Thank You for a job well done for having such a positive impact on the clients you assisted in 2009. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CLIENT STATUS CHANGES 
Whenever a client's status (pre-venture or in business) changes it is imperative that we update their profile information to reflect the change.  When you create a "started a business" milestone you will receive the following message:  You have just created a "started a business" milestone.  Would you like to have the client status updated from "pre-venture/nascent" to "start-up (In Bus. < 1year)"? (If you respond with {OK}, the client's Date Established will be updated to the current date)  Note: The client record's business type is currently "NA".  You may wish to update the client record if their type of business is now different.  Please say "OK" to this message to update the client status field and date established field.  We use these fields to track the current percentage of In Business vs. Not In Business clients.  It is very important to have accurate data in these fields.   Thank you for helping to keep this client information accurate and up to date.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.INNOVATIONAMERICA.US
At Innovation America, their mission is "To accelerate the growth of the entrepreneurial innovation economy in America".   When you visit this website you will find a variety of news, publications and articles.   There are also sections addressing topics such as technology, venture capital, entrepreneurship and new initiatives being launched.   If you like, you can even subscribe to a free daily newsletter called the Innovation Daily.  To visit the website, please click on:  www.innovationamerica.us    If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, please click on: http://www.innovationamerica.us/index.php/innovation-daily
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FREE VIDEO AND GUIDE FROM CORPORATE TURNAROUND
Corporate Turnaround, a partner of the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) has produced materials that may be helpful to SBDCs.  "How to Pay Business Debts You Can't Afford" and "The 27 Biggest Mistakes to Avoid When Negotiating Business Debt" co-developed with the ASBDC, have been in great demand.

These guides were written from experience in resolving over 25,000 business debts. SBDC Counselors from all over the country have been distributing both the guide and the video from their website, through newsletters and during webinars and workshops.

"How to Pay Business Debts You Can't Afford" is designed for business owners who can afford to pay off their debts within a year. The proper monthly budget is around 8% of their problem debt. For those who can't afford 8% a month, negotiating debts can be a risky proposition.

This guide and video address the unforeseen dangers that arise when negotiating business debt. Both guides and videos are   

available free at http://www.sbdc.dontdeclare.com
As a partner of the ASBDC, it is our pleasure to produce these materials for your Centers and SBDC clients.  All SBDC locations are welcome to post these materials, link to them, use their logo and descriptors.  If you'd like a descriptor, logo or have questions, please contact Charles Evans via email: cevans@dontdeclare.com  You can also call 1-800-411-1113 Ext. 4047 with questions.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

The "Center to Goals" spreadsheet was added to the impact section of CenterConnect.  This spreadsheet shows how each PTAC performed in comparison to the goals the center set.  The spreadsheet shows the results for last full center fiscal year and the current fiscal year to date.

MOVES AND NEWS
Mark Enstrom, the Resource Development Coordinator for the Illinois SBDC has recently returned to work full time in the DCEO Springfield Office.   Having been gone since early October on medical leave we welcome him back.  Welcome Back, Mark !   You were missed.    Mark would like to thank everyone in the IEN for their support, encouragement and prayers during these past months.  




 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
