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In Today’s Connection:

· Disaster Assistance Webinar for Illinois SBDC Directors and Advisors - March 16th at 1:00pm 

· Northern Illinois Small Business Forum – Chicago - March 14th 

· Heartland Partnership Forum 2011
· 'Gamification': A Growing Business to Invigorate Stale Websites

· IEN Program Success Of The Week - West Side Under The Hood

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.riskinstitute.org/peri
· Resource Of The Week - Business Taxes for the Self Employed - Free Webinar on March 29th
· What's New On CenterConnect
· Moves And News 

Disaster Assistance Webinar for Illinois SBDC Directors and Advisors - March 16th at 1:00pm 

A brief synopsis of the webinar by SBA’s Field Operations Center East includes an overview of the Disaster Loan Program and how Illinois SBDCs can assist business owners, homeowners and renters impacted by a declared disaster complete an SBA application and apply for a SBA disaster loan.   

The training will include the following topics:

SBA’s Role in Disaster Recovery

                        Disaster Loans for Long Term Recovery

                        Offices of Disaster Assistance

                        After a Disaster Occurs

Types of Disaster Declarations: Presidential (Individual Assistance or Public Assistance), Administrative (Agency), Governor’s Certification, Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary of Commerce, Military Reservist Economic Injury Disaster Loans  

            How Disaster Declarations are made

                        Differences Between Presidential and Agency Declarations

                        Initial Registration Process

                        Types of Disaster Loans

                        Loan Limits

                        Renter and Homeowner Eligibility

                        Disaster Loans for Businesses are Unique

                        Economic Injury Disaster Loans

                        Features of SBA Disaster Loans

                        How SBA Disaster Assistance Operates

                        Ways to Apply for a SBA Disaster Loan

                        Home Loan Application Filing Requirements  

                        Business Loan Application Filing Requirements

                        Requirements for Loan Approvals

                        Collateral Requirements

                        Insurance requirements

            Why you Should Prepare for a disaster

            Disaster Response Plan                        

            Contacting SBA Disaster Assistance

This webinar will use Ready Talk technology.  Additional registration and access information will be provided in the near future.

Northern Illinois Small Business Forum - Chicago - March 14th 

The Government Partnership for Economic Development (GPED) Task Force INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THE 2011 NORTHERN ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS FORUM

"How can we assist Illinois Small Businesses during the economic challenge of 2011"

OBJECTIVE OF THE GPED FORUM:  To inform, educate, share and exchange information and resources that YOU as a SMALL BUSINESS SERVICE PROVIDER can UTILIZE to assist your small business CLIENTS RETAIN and STABLIZE their businesses. 

 

LOCATION:  The Chicago Cultural Center

                   The Claudia Cassidy Theatre

                   78 East Washington - Chicago            

                                               .

DATE:         March 14, 2011

TIME:          9:00am to Noon – Registration Opens at 8:15 AM                                         


SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS:  Stephanie D. Neely, Chicago City Treasurer; Brian Hamer, Director, Illinois Department of Revenue; Rand Haas, The National Reshoring Initiative, “Bringing Manufacturing Back Home;” Carlos Gutierrez, Central Management Services, and John Digiacomo, Director of the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) at Rock Valley College.  Also, EXPERT SPEAKERS REPRESENTING….Federal and State agencies, The City of Chicago, Cook County and the Independent Accountants Association of Illinois.
 
The GPED TASK FORCE is represented  by members from federal, state, county and local government, quasi and non-governmental agencies.

FORUM AUDIENCE:  Illinois Chambers of Commerce, Illinois SBDCs, Business & Tax Practitioner Organizations, Financial Institutions and Government Agencies

The Forum will also be webcast live.  Watch your email for details.   TO REGISTER GO TO:   www.gped.eventbrite.com 　
Heartland Partnership Forum 2011
"Good Training for Good Jobs"  through strong community partnerships will be held March 30-April 1, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel, Chicago, IL. 

Heartland Partnership Forum 2011, sponsored by the US Department of Labor/ETA Region 5 and hosted by the Great Lakes Employment and Training Association (GLETA) will be held at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, IL March 30 - April 1, 2011.

This is a premier partnership event that provides leaders from all facets of workforce development, education, and economic development organizations to explore a wide array of strategies that will meet and overcome today's challenges. This interactive event will feature the exchange of innovative ideas and practices; the display of cutting-edge tools and technology; and the sharing of the latest strategies in the use of workforce information and training.

Tracks include Going Green, Using Data to Identify Job Opportunities and Skill Requirements, Getting a Foot in the Door: Strategies for Reemployment, Using Technology to Deliver Services and Using Credentials to Document Worker Skills and Meet Employer Needs.

Who Should Attend - Leaders, administrators and employers in the public workforce investment, education and economic development systems; and any DOL Grantee including:

- Community College and higher education leaders and practitioners
- Economic Development and other partner program leaders
- Discretionary Grant Program Directors and Operators in Green, Health Care, and High Growth industry sectors
- One-Stop Career Center System Administrators and staff; including Unemployment -Insurance and Reemployment service specialists
- Youth Program Directors, practitioners, and council members
- Apprenticeship staff, employers, and council members
- TANF and other human service providers
- Labor market information data analysts and users

Registration: $150   -   http://theeventconn.com/event/Heartland_2011
'Gamification': A Growing Business to Invigorate Stale Websites
A new breed of consultants promises to boost business by adding game elements to humdrum sites 

Video game designers have spent the last few decades perfecting the art of making their products addictive. Now traditional companies are building loyalty for their websites using so-called gamification techniques. Tactics such as leader boards, which encourage users to compete against one another for points, are becoming common across the Web. 

The business of engendering online loyalty through gaming techniques is fast becoming as significant as the real-world loyalty industry, which builds rewards programs for airlines, hotels, and credit cards. The difference is that real rewards, like free hotel rooms and airfare, cost businesses real money.  Badges and leader boards, excluding fees to consultants, cost next to nothing. 

The bottom line: "Gamification", a trendy technique for building addictive Web destinations, has raised the number of return visitors at some sites by 20 percent.    To learn more and read this article in its entirety, please click on the link below.
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/11_05/b4213035403146.htm?chan=magazine+channel_news+-+technology
IEN Program Success Of The Week - West Side Under The Hood

Bob Moulder is an experienced auto mechanic, working at a muffler shop in Centralia.   With the unfortunate sudden death of the owner of the small business where Bob worked, he was suddenly faced with the unfamiliar challenge of running that small business.

He turned to the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Kaskaskia College for help.  By taking the plunge into self employment, Bob was able to save two jobs.   With help from Steve Groner, West Side Under The Hood has added new services and auto repairs that are now a part of this small business which is moving forward.

Congratulations to Bob Moulder on becoming a successful small business owner and to the Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College for helping him to make that transition.   

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

WebCATS now supports Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, and Chrome browsers.

Historically, WebCATS has only been compatible with one browser: Microsoft Internet Explorer (IE). But that all changes with build 428!  Now you'll be able to use any of the following browsers to access WebCATS:

· Mozilla Firefox (version 3.5 or better)

· Apple Safari (version 5.0 or better)

· Google Chrome (version 9.0 or better)

· Microsoft Internet Explorer (version 6.0 or better)

Keep in mind that, regardless of which browser you use, it must be configured to allow pop-ups on the WebCATS site.

Website Of The Week - www.riskinstitute.org/peri
The Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) is a dynamic, forward-thinking organization that serves as a resource to enhance the practice of risk management throughout organizations and communities. Serving public entities, small businesses, and nonprofit organizations, PERI provides relevant and high quality enterprise risk management information, training, data, and data analysis.

PERI’s goal is to be an organization that is seen by its principal customers and stakeholders as the independent thought leader and definitive resource in the field of risk management; as a constant innovator; and as a ready source of practical and highly valued products.

PERI’s objectives are to:

1. Raise our constituents’ awareness and understanding that managing their organizations’ risk on an enterprise-wide basis is a critical component of success;

2. Provide practical, affordable, and easily accessible enterprise risk management education and training resources to help PERI constituents effectively manage risk on an enterprise-wide and community-wide basis;

3. Serve as a resource center and information clearinghouse
PERI provides synergy among existing programs and organizations and serves as a catalyst in the risk management field and a vehicle for allocating greater resources to key needs in risk management.


Headquartered in Fairfax, VA, PERI is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization. PERI is not a membership organization.

 

Contact Information: Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI), 11350 Random Hills Road, Suite 210, Fairfax, VA 22030
Phone: (703) 352-1846 / Fax: (703) 352-6339   To learn more, please visit PERI at: www.riskinstitute.org/peri
Resource Of The Week - Business Taxes for the Self Employed - Free Webinar on March 29th 

On Tuesday, March 29, 2011, the Internal Revenue Service is presenting a FREE webinar for tax professionals, small businesses, self-employed persons and independent contractors, titled: "Business Taxes for the Self-Employed: The Basics".
The webinar will cover:

·                Reporting profit or loss from a business or profession

·                Self-employment tax and estimated tax payments

·                Schedule C and C-EZ

·                Deducting business expenses

·                Husband and wife businesses

·                Recordkeeping

The webinar starts at 1pm.  Register and attend by clicking on this link or copy and paste this URL in your browser: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/IRS/77024/reg.asp?id=77024.

For more information on IRS national and local phone forums and webinars for small businesses, visit www.irs.gov and search Webinars for information about this and other events. 

What's New On CenterConnect
This week on CenterConnect you will find the descriptions for the five Strategic Planning groups that we discussed at our strategy planning session in December.  Please review the information on these groups.  We are looking for volunteers to work together on these groups to help us enhance our overall ongoing planning process and provide feedback and direction on how we can improve our strategic plan.   Please refer to the e-mail you received regarding these groups for further information on how you can get involved. 
Moves And News 

Adrian Madunic is leaving his position with the Illinois SBDC ITC at Blackhawk College in Moline.   We certainly want to send a sincere Thank You to Adrian for his 10 years of service to the Illinois SBDC and to small businesses in the Illinois Quad City area.  He will be leaving on February 28th to accept a position as District Director for newly elected Congressman Bobby Schilling.   We congratulate Adrian and wish him all of the best in his future endeavors.   Best Wishes, Adrian !

February 28th is all Pat Taft’s last day at DCEO.  All of us would also like to offer one last huge CONTRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES to Pat for her many, many years of outstanding and truly dedicated service to the State of Illinois, our Agency and in particular to all of our network center partners.   Pat’s incredible commitment to serving you, our customers, and her remarkable willingness to help out anyone that needs her assistance, will truly be missed.  We all hope Pat has a fantastic life wish her extraordinary success and happiness.  




 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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