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Statewide Public Hearings on Proposed Procurement Rules
With the signing of Public Act 96-795 (SB 51), the Illinois Procurement Code was amended.  The Chief Procurement Office (CPO) for General Services will be holding three public hearings in March to both educate the public and to accept public comments on the proposed changes.  The amendments implement legislative changes, define terms, outline the structure and procurement authority oversight of the CPO and State Purchasing Officers (SPO), and provide direction on procurement matters. 

The proposed amendments specify required documentation of procurement actions, specify publication requirements, provide minimum periods of public notice for solicitations, provide instruction on source selection and contract formation, provide requirements for pre-solicitation assistance, specify requirements for sole source procurements, limit the scope of emergency purchases, specify the requirements for an extension of an emergency purchase, provide requirements for professional artistic procurements, limit duration of contracts, provide the requirement for disclosure of subcontractors, provide requirements for vendor registration with the State Board of Elections, provide for debarment and suspension of contractors, and provide procedures for hearings and decisions of hearings.

Businesses interested in contracting with the State will be required to meet enhanced financial disclosure requirements, and to annually recertify compliance documents.  Businesses having contracts or proposing to do business with the State of Illinois will be required to provide conflict of interest disclosures, financial interest disclosures and sign certifications. Businesses are also required to obtain a Department of Human Rights Number and register with the State Board of Elections.  Requirements for contract execution prior to when deliverables may begin will also impact these organizations. 

A link to the proposed rules can be found in Volume 36, Issue 6 of the Illinois Register, dated February 10, 2012 and may be found at http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/index/register/register_volume36_issue6.pdf  

The CPO for General Services has invited the public to offer comments on the proposed changes.  The hearings are open to the public, will be recorded, and have at least one agency representative present during the hearing who is qualified to respond to general questions from the public.  The hearing schedule is as follows:

- March 14, 2012, 11:00am - 1:00pm at John A. Logan College, 700 Logan College Road, Crisp Room in Carterville

- March 15, 2012, 3:00pm - 5:00pm at the University of Illinois Springfield, One University Plaza, Public Affairs Center Conference Room C-D, 1st level in Springfield

- March 19, 2012, 11:00am - 1:00pm at the James R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph, Room 9-036 in Chicago  

In addition to the public hearings, the Chief Procurement Office for General Services will consider all written comments received by March 26, 2012.  Written comments may be submitted to:

Margaret L. van Dijk, Senior Policy Advisor

Chief Procurement Office for General Services

712 Stratton Office Building, Springfield, Illinois  62706

Margaret.vanDijk@illinois.gov
Regulatory Alert - Intellectual Property

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has released its proposed rules implementing provisions of the America Invents Act (AIA) regarding inter partes review, post grant review, the transitional program for covered business methods, and derivation proceedings. 

Written comments for each proposed rule must be submitted by April 10, 2012.   Comments may be transmitted to PTO electronically.  Links to the Federal Register notices are below, and contain specific instructions for filing comments.  Please contact Jamie Belcore at 202/205-6890 if you need assistance.

•        Proposed Rule of Practice for Trials before the PTAB (77 Fed. Reg. 6879, Feb. 9, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/rin-0651-ac70.pdf 

•        Proposed Trial Practice Guide (77 Fed. Reg. 6868, Feb. 9, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/practice-guide_for_ptr.pdf 

•        Proposed Rules for Inter Partes Review (77 Fed. Reg. 7041, February 10, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/77fr7041nprm.pdf 

•        Proposed Rules for Post Grant Review (77 Fed. Reg. 7060, February 10, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/77fr7060nprm.pdf 

•        Proposed Rules for the Transitional Program for Covered Business Methods (77 Fed. Reg. 7080, Feb. 10, 2012) http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/77fr7080nprm.pdf 

•        Proposed Rule for the Technological Invention Definition (77 Fed. Reg. 7095, February 10, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/77fr7095nprm.pdf 

•        Proposed Rule for Derivation Proceedings (77 Fed. Reg. 7028, February 10, 2012) - http://www.uspto.gov/aia_implementation/77fr7028nprm.pdf 

•        Advocacy contact: jamie.belcore@sba.gov  or call  202-205-6890

•        Submit Comments to USPTO Electronically - http://www.regulations.gov/  the Federal government’s one stop site to comment on Federal regulations.

For more information on Intellectual Property Regulatory Alerts see http://www.sba.gov/content/telecommunications. For more information on Regulatory Alerts please see the Office of Advocacy webpage http://www.sba.gov/advocacy. 

Illinois Gigabit Communities Challenge 

Governor Pat Quinn is launching a competition that will award up to $4,000,000 in prize funding to the most promising ultra high-speed broadband deployment projects in Illinois as part of the comprehensive, multi-year Illinois Jobs Now! economic development program.

...Illinois is also a land of technology. We’re in the process of laying 4,100 miles of new broadband fiber optic cable to light up 5,000 of our schools, libraries, businesses and hospitals with world-class information networks.

...Today, I’m also announcing a $6 million dollar statewide competition to build ultra-high speed broadband in neighborhoods across Illinois.

Through this challenge, we want our neighborhoods to become Gigabit communities with Internet connections more than 100 times faster than today!

Our goal is to build smart communities that will foster the job engines of the future...

- Governor Quinn's 2012 State of the State Address

Open to any private or public organization, the contest will result in seed funding awards to build or expand world-class broadband networks in Illinois. Each proposal should outline a viable plan to connect at least 1,000 end users to an ultra high-speed broadband network.

The best proposals will outline how completing ultra-high speed network construction by the end of 2013 will, among other objectives:

· Improve employment opportunities; 

· Enhance economic development through the development of “smart communities” ; 

· Bring Illinois closer to our goal of increasing the proportion of residents with high-quality degrees and credentials to 60 percent by the year 2025; 

· Connect health care professionals with their patients; 

· Position Illinois’ universities to continue to lead the nation in research, technology and innovation. 

This represents another element in Governor Quinn’s effort to accelerate innovation and job growth in Illinois. Entrants will be encouraged to develop creative proposals that maximize total project investment and community benefits. Proposals that can serve as proofs-of-concept with a broader impact in Illinois will receive the highest consideration.

To learn more about this program, please click on the link below.

http://www2.illinois.gov/gov/gigabit/Pages/default.aspx
SBA e200 Initiative

The SBA Emerging Leaders (e200) initiative is an executive entrepreneur training program, sponsored annually by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA).  For the 5th Chicago e200 class, they will enroll 17 Chicago area businesses with high growth potential to participate in the initiative.  The 2012 e200 class will commence in mid April 2012.  The core of the e200 initiative is 100+ hours of advanced business training.   2012 e200 cosponsors will provide business development assistance to enrolled firms.  The 2012 Chicago Emerging Leaders e200 cosponsors include the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Illinois Small Business Development Center and SCORE Chicago.    

The criteria for firms seeking to enroll in the 2012 e200 class are:

· to be actively operating for at least 3 years,  

· to have annual revenues of  at least $400,000,  and 

· located in the Chicagoland area.

Seeking to enroll small businesses in various industries including:

· Advanced telecommunication 

· Construction 

· Film, video and interactive media services   

· Health services support and supply 

· Hospitality, tourism, entertainment, restaurants 

· Light manufacturing 

· Logistics, transportation and distribution 

· Professional services

· Retail 

· Sustainable green industries – alternative energy and recycling 

If you are interested in enrolling your firm for this unique executive entrepreneurship training program and meet the criteria for participation, complete the 2012 Emerging Leaders e200 expression of interest form which is now on CenterConnect and submit that form to the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago. 

Carole Harris
Lead Economic Development Specialist

312-353-4003

Carole.Harris@sba.gov  
Program Success of the Week - Olive Oils & More

With a lifetime of experience in the family restaurant business, Mary Burke realized very early that business ownership was her career of choice. After making many sacrifices to follow her career desire, Mary decided to seek out assistance from the Illinois SBDC at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville.   

Mary received assistance with her business plan development in order to articulate both her business ideas and financial capabilities.  She continues to receive support daily from her family, in particular her son Nick Burke. Nick, a current undergraduate student at SIU-E, encourages the entrepreneurship displayed through his mom’s hard work. Nick explained that his duties are many within the business, but keeping his mom focused on the financial responsibilities is number one on his list. 

Olive Oils & More has over 24 oils and 22 vinegars representing 7 countries.  Open since December 2010, Olive Oils & More is located just minutes away from the SIU-E campus.  Mary shared these words of encouragement with the SBDC, “I would rather fail at my idea, than to not have tried at all”.

Getting the Most Out of WebCATS 

When entering information into WebCATS, please be sure to enter the correct funding source.   This is particularly important as it relates to the SBDC TIES and Small Business Jobs Act (SBJA) funded Centers.   Without properly entering information under the correct funding source, reporting to SBA for these projects will not be accurate.   We thank you for your attention to this very important process.   Please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator if you have any questions.

Website of the Week - www.broadbandillinois.org  
ILLINOIS RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES: YOUR INPUT COUNTS - Lt. Governor Sheila Simon is urging…residents to participate in a new online survey about high-speed internet usage that launched today [February 15th] and will help create jobs, improve medical care and enhance educational opportunities…Simon said it is crucial for…Illinoisans to compete in the challenge and complete the survey.
Become a part of the plan with Broadband Illinois/Partnership for a Connected Illinois (PCI)

PCI’s statewide survey to determine how broadband is utilized and its’ impact on homes and business is underway.  With your participation we will compile data from households, anchor institutions, colleges, hospitals, and community organizations throughout Illinois.  Analysis of results will help Broadband Illinois develop training and infrastructure plans in the following categories: agriculture, energy & the environment, economic development, education, health care, public safety, government performance.  If you have completed a survey for your business, don’t forget to do one  for your home, tool.

The survey, which was deployed electronically on Feb. 15th, will be available until March 16th, is open to the general public and with assistance from you, your neighbors and statewide broadband stakeholders, will provide enough accurate data to guide planning for the future of broadband in Illinois. 

 

To take the survey click on or paste this URL in your search bar: http://broadbandillinois.org/Illinois-Broadband-Availability-Study.html   For more information about this survey, the Governors Gigabit Challenge, Eliminate the Digital Divide grant program and other great things we’re doing see our new-look site at www.broadbandillinois.org  Questions? email broadbandoffice@broadbandillinois.org
To read the February 15th Broadband Illinois Press Release: http://broadbandillinois.org/news/104  To read Lt. Governor Simon’s Press Release use this link: http://www2.illinois.gov/ltgov/Pages/LtGovernorSimonurgesruralcitizenstocompletebroadbandsurvey.aspx
Resource of the Week - ProfitCents Financial Management Tool
Each Illinois SBDC has been provided with access to ProfitCents, the financial management tool from Sageworks, Inc.   Although this resource is certainly not new, we wanted to remind Centers that ProfitCents has a Support Team Member assigned to assist the Illinois SBDC who will provide you with one on one help, anytime you have questions or need assistance in using this tool.  Contact information for our consultant is below.   Feel free to contact Shawn at any time.   

Shawn Moriarity                            

shawn.moriarity@sageworksinc.com      

866-603-7029, ext 632                           

Illinois SBDCs who do not have the login and password for ProfitCents can request for this information by sending an email to Mark Enstrom, Resource Development Coordinator at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
What's New on CenterConnect 

On CenterConnect you will find the January 2012 Performance Report for the Illinois SBDC, SBDC ITC, PTAC, BIC and SBEAP.  You will also find additional information on the SBA e200 initiative discussed in the article above. 

Moves and News 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Ann Johns, the new Director of the Illinois PTAC at Rock Valley College.   Ann started her new duties today, Monday, February 27th.   She is no stranger to the Illinois PTAC, having worked part time at this Center for several years.    Her knowledge and experience in the government contracting arena are a tremendous asset to the Illinois PTAC.   Congratulations to Ann on her new position.
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