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GOVERNOR LAUNCHS RECOVERY WEBSITE

On Friday, Governor Pat Quinn launched www.Recovery.Illinois.gov , a tool for every taxpayer interested in the $787 billion federal stimulus package.  This site allows us to quickly share state-focused information about the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, collect project ideas from the public, and direct people to relevant state and/or federal agencies and applications. We look forward to working with you to make the Illinois recovery effort a success.
SURVIVING THE IRS AUDIT - TAX TALK TODAY FREE WEBINAR
Although no phrase may strike more fear in a taxpayer than the dreaded, “IRS audit”, the prospect of an IRS audit need not paralyze small businesses and the tax professionals who assist them. 
They can learn how to prepare for and what to expect during an audit by tuning in to the Internal Revenue Service, March Tax Talk Today program, “Surviving the IRS Audit,” on Tuesday, March 10th, at 1pm. The program will include what happens before, during and after the audit as tax professionals and IRS staff talk about audits from both sides of the desk.
To access the Web cast at no charge, viewers can register online at Tax Talk Today. They can view the show with Windows Media Player or an Adobe Flash Player. Go to the Tax Talk Today Web site at http://www.taxtalktoday.com/ for complete information.

To get the latest IRS information and learn about IRS products and services as they become available, start a FREE subscription to e-News for Small Businesses; just go to IRS.gov at http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/content/0,,id=154826,00.html, type in your e-mail address and submit.
CORPORATE TURNAROUND AND ASBDC ANNOUNCE VIDEO TUTORIAL

Over the last year, a significant number of small businesses have been experiencing real financial stress.  Requests to our company for assistance have tripled and from our perspective, it looks like this trend will continue.  We believe this is one of the reasons that our Guide “How to Pay Business Debts you Can’t Afford”, co-developed with the ASBDC, has been in great demand.

To meet this need and expand upon the Guide, we’ve produced an accompanying 14 minute video tutorial. The link to the tutorial is below.  In the event you are not familiar with our Guide, it teaches a methodical, proven way for smaller businesses to develop a plan to pay their creditors. It shares proprietary information including calculations, templates for letters, a business history profile and offers to settle within an affordable budget.  For printed copies and/or a PDF of the Guide see: www.sbdc.dontdeclare.com

Several state networks have requested this tutorial for their meetings. We are providing disks for projection.  Here’s the link to the video tutorial: Click Here or, paste this address into your browser:
http://www.screencast.com/users/CorporateTurnaround/folders/Default/media/98f736dc-10de-4733-957c-b50e565973b1

You are more than welcome to post this information on your site. If you’d like a descriptor, logo or have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email: cevans@dontdeclare.com  You can also call me at 1-800-411-1113 Ext. 4047. We wish you the best in your endeavors and it is an honor to work in Partnership with the ASBDC. We would especially like to thank the NJSBDC in helping us develop the Guide. 
Charles Evans, Corporate Turnaround, Paramus, NJ 07652
THE SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMY REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT

The Small Business Economy: A Report to the President 2008 - The 2008 edition of The Small Business Economy documents the small business role in the economy of 2007 and includes chapters focusing on financing, procurement, international trade, small business training and development, tax policy, business creation, and regulation. 

A copy of the report is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sb_econ2008.pdf  and the research summary can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs340.pdf.  Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Chad Moutray at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov. 

SUCCESSFUL RECYCLING BUSINESS IN ILLINOIS USES DCEO REM 

C&D Recycling, LLC is a new construction and demolition (C&D) recycling facility, located in Northbrook, Illinois.  With the assistance of a $150,000 demonstration grant through the DCEO Recycling Expansion and Modernization (REM) Program, C&D Recycling LLC opened a state-of-the-art recycling facility for C&D waste.  The primary purpose of this REM project was to demonstrate that C&D materials could be processed and separated efficiently and effectively, and then marketed to outside vendors for further recycling to end products.  The REM grant was used to purchase a state-of-the-art customized C&D recycling system designed to separate wood from the other construction and demolition fractions, ensuring that the smaller wood components would not be mixed with other material and landfilled.  

The successful project created over 20 new full time positions in the first year of operation of this Illinois small business.  Through the demonstration project C&D Recycling collected and processed over 16,000 tons of construction and demolition wood waste in the first year of operation, thereby diverting the material from landfills.  For continued profitability, C&D Recycling established working relationships with numerous customers for the marketing of the reclaimed material.  The project was completed in November, 2008 and C&D Recycling is now in the process of expanding its existing operations.  For more information on C&D Recycling LLC, you may contact Nancy Hirsch, at 847.291.1222, or nancy@cd-recycling.com
The DCEO REM Program provides matching grants to Illinois organizations for projects that involve source reduction, waste reduction, recycling and/or reuse activities.  REM projects divert material from landfills and improve business competitiveness while offering public economic benefits of job creation.  The REM Program is good for business and the environment!  For more information on the REM Program, contact Mike Motor at 217/524-0933, or Michael.motor@217/524-0933.

STRATEGIES FOR BUSINESS SURVIVAL - FREE WEBINAR ON 2/25
The Women’s Business Development Center (WBDC) & the US Small Business Administration (SBA) invite small business owners and entrepreneurs to attend a FREE webinar.  The presenter will be Meg Herman, MSW, CCC, Manager, Learning Services and Outreach, Women’s Business Development Center.  This session will provide information to individuals, small business owners and entrepreneurs about strategies for business survival.  It will include a discussion about the value social networking vehicles for marketing your products and services.

This one hour program will be presented on Wednesday, February 25th at 1:00pm.  The Webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool.  ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you and It's easy to use! 

To register, please send an email to laura.cawley@sba.gov with WEBINAR RESERVATION in the subject line. Include your name, phone number and (if applicable) your organization, agency or company name.  She will send you an email confirming your registration, and include the toll-free conference dial-in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar.  Register Today!  Space is limited.
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - FLOWER RIDGE FARM
Nadine Williams has turned her passion for flower arrangements into a business, with the help of the Illinois SBDC at Southeastern Illinois College in Harrisburg.   Flower Ridge Farm is a flower design shop, located south of Harrisburg on Route 34.   Last summer, Nadine participated in a FastTrac Program, hosted by the SBDC.    This program allowed her the opportunity to put together a feasibility study for her business.   In addition to enjoying the class, Nadine said that it helped her realize there were aspects of the business that she hadn't even considered before.    She was also able to secure funding to purchase inventory, through a grant offered from the Delta Regional Authority (DRA) in Southern Illinois.    Congratulations to Nadine on the first year success of her business and also to the Illinois SBDC at Southeastern Illinois College for the assistance they have provided to Flower Ridge Farm.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - HOW DO I EMAIL ATTACHMENTS?
WebCATS features a mass e-mail generation feature, which lets you send an e-mail to a grouping of client or contact records or to the members of a mailing or conference attendee list record.  However, because WebCATS relies on an internal, text only e-mail application to perform this function, you are not able to apply special formatting or import objects (i.e. attachments) into any e-mail messages sent directly from WebCATS.

If you need to  send an attachment to a grouping of clients or contacts, there is an easy workaround.  You can use WebCATS e-mail feature to generate a listing of all recipient e-mails addresses and then copy and paste those addresses into an external e-mail application such as Microsoft Outlook, as described in the following set of steps.

1. Generate the listing of client or contact records that you want to deliver to your e-mail message to.  With this listing displayed, click the E-mail button.

2. WebCATS will prompt you to exclude any client or contact e-mail addresses that belong to records with the Include on mass e-mailings? option deselected.

3. WebCATS displays its internal e-mail interface, where all recipient e-mail addresses are listed out in the Bcc field

4. Easily copy all e-mail addresses by placing your cursor somewhere in the Bcc field, selecting Edit | Select All from Internet Explorer's menu to highlight all of the them, and then selecting Edit | Copy to copy all of them.

5. Open your e-mail application and paste the copied e-mail addresses into the Bcc field.

6. Finish composing your e-mail in your external application and send it.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SUSTAINILLINOIS.COM
Sustain Illinois was designed to encourage and reward companies for implementing or planning sustainable products, services or processes that have, or will have, a lasting economic effect on Illinois,” says Bryan Stubbs, director of the Chicago West Side Entrepreneurial Center and the Sustain Illinois program. “We’re excited to roll out the program and not only recognize innovative companies, but to showcase emerging companies that are able to succeed and be sustainable.”

The application is now available at www.SustainIllinois.com . The application deadline is April 3rd and semi-finalists will be notified to continue to the next phase of the competition on April 17th. The event will end with winners announced after a Fast Pitch Competition during the week of the Chicago Green Festival (May 15th and 16th) in front of the public and panel of judges who are members of the sustainable and green business community, local venture capitalists and business leaders from Chicagoland. The public also will be allowed to vote for an audience choice award.

The competition is made possible through Grants from the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network within the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Chicago Community Ventures, the Chicago Sustainable Business Alliance, National City/PNC Bank, Karydes PR Consulting, and Peoples Energy/North Shore Gas. To learn more about Sustain Illinois please visit www.sustainillinois.com .  To learn more about the Chicago Sustainable Business Alliance, please visit http://csba.foresightdesign.org/.  

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - THE KNACK:  A BOOK BY NORM BRODSKY 
Norm Brodsky is a journalist and entrepreneur who writes the regular "Street Smarts" column for Inc.magazine.  Norm, along with his colleague at Inc., Bo Burlingham, have recently authored a fascinating new book entitled The Knack: How Street-Smart Entrepreneurs Learn to Handle Whatever Comes Up.  The Knack was listed in January as one of the top 25 books CEO's are reading by 800-CEO-READ. Publisher's Weekly describes this Amazon five star rated book as follows: "Brodsky and Burlingham, both Inc. magazine columnists, offer a host of advice to budding businesspeople in this thoughtful guide. Having seen businesses fail and succeed, the authors have served as mentors to a wide variety of self-starters and use their experiences as object lessons." 
 
"The book focuses mainly on big-picture practicalities -- the protection of startup capital and the necessity of focusing on high-profit-margin sales.  However, the book also expounds on overcoming the sales mindset in favor of the entrepreneurial mentality, and facing mistakes with grace and an eye to learning. With a clear, conversational style, the authors give advice on raising capital, maintaining relationships with banks and lenders, customer relations, dealing with unexpected roadblocks and hiring good management. But in the end, they contend that entrepreneurship is not only a passion but a way to achieve a happier, richer, fuller life for ourselves and for our children and grandchildren -- and with the right mental habits and skills, anyone can achieve entrepreneurial success. Encouraging, succinct and informative, this is an excellent guide for anyone looking to dive into a new business or expand an existing one." You may want to check it out.   To learn more, please click on:

http://www.amazon.com/Knack-Street-Smart-Entrepreneurs-Handle-Whatever/dp/1591842212
MOVES AND NEWS

The Illinois Small Business Economic Recovery Forum will be held on Tuesday, March 24th at Navy Pier in Chicago.   Please save the date for this statewide event that will focus on the opportunities for Illinois small businesses through the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act.   As this all day event is for all Illinois small businesses, we would ask that all IEN Centers assist in promoting this event to their clients and other small businesses in their area.    More information and an invitation will be sent out later this week, but we wanted to let you know about this event so you can save the date.   Thank you in advance for your support of this Forum.


 

      

     
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
============================================================  
