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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  IESBGA CONFERENCE - MAY 24TH & 25TH - SAVE THE DATES

-  THE SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

-  SMALL BUSINESS FORUM

-  NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS SUPPORT TEAM
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

IESBGA CONFERENCE - MAY 24TH & 25TH - SAVE THE DATES

The 2010 Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA) Conference Planning Committee is announcing the dates for the 2010 Conference.  The IESBGA Conference will be held Monday, May 24th and Tuesday, May 25th at Millikin University in Decatur.  Please save these dates and plan to participate in this important meeting.   Further details will be provided in the near future. 

THE SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER 

The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy. http://www.sba.gov/advo/janfeb10.pdf.  In this issue you will find: 

Regulatory News 

   Federal Agency Compliance with RFA Saves Small Firms $7 Billion, 1

   Advocacy Comments on Plans to Improve the Paperwork Reduction Act, 2

   Advocacy Asks EPA for Small Business Review of Greenhouse Gas Rulemakings, 7

   Legal Intern Joins Advocacy Staff, 7

Research Notes

   Small Business Quarterly Indicators for Fourth Quarter 2009, 5-6

   Tough Labor Markets Tied to Startups of Smallest Firms, 3

   Income and Wealth in Households with Small Businesses, 3

Tax News

   IRS Recommends New Requirements for Tax Return Preparers, 2

   Free Tax Help Available Nationwide, 4

For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6532.

SMALL BUSINESS FORUM

The Government Partnership for Economic Development invites you to attend: THE 2010 NORTHERN ILLINOIS SMALL BUSINESS FORUM “HOW WE CAN ASSIST BUSINESSES DURING THIS ECONOMIC CHALLENGE”  Mission of the GPED TASK FORCE……To INFORM//EDUCATE/SHARE Information & Resources related to TAX INCENTIVES, FINANCIAL and Economic Development PROGRAMS offered through Federal/State/Local Agencies. to small business service organizations located within the State of Illinois. 

ABOUT THE FORUM…..Inform, educate, share and exchange information and resources that YOU as a small business service provider can UTILIZE to assist your small business MEMBERS & CLIENTS: RETAIN and STABLIZED their businesses. 

EXPERT SPEAKERS REPRESENTING THE….ILLLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY; CITY OF CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT; STATE AND CITY TREASURER OFFICES; U.S. SBA; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY; IRS; LAWNDALE LOCAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORP; CHATHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION; INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS; AND RICHTON PARK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

Date: March 8, 2010….Time: 9:00am to 12:00pm 

Location: CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER: THE LAUDI CASSIDY THEATER…78 EAST WASHINGTON ST.

Registration & Continental Breakfast begin at: 8:30am

DIRECT REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://gped2010smallbusinessforum.eventbrite.com       

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

The nation’s top entrepreneurs will be honored at the U.S. Small Business Administration’s National Small Business Week events to be held May 23-25, in Washington, D.C. A series of events and educational forums will mark the 57th anniversary of the agency and the 47th annual proclamation of National Small Business Week.  

More than 100 outstanding small business owners from across the country will receive awards while gathering for three days at the city’s Mandarin Oriental Hotel.  They will meet with top agency officials, congressional representatives and national business leaders.  The highlight of the celebration will be the announcement of the National Small Business Person of the Year.   

Men and women also will be recognized for their involvement in disaster recovery, government contracting, and their support for small businesses and entrepreneurship. Awards also will be presented to SBA partners in financial and entrepreneurial development, including an outstanding SCORE Chapter, Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and Women’s Business Center during 2009.  Additional information on the Small Business Week 2010 events is available at www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com.  

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS PTAC
Calendar Year 2009 was another outstanding year for the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) Program.   Center staff provided counseling to 2,176 clients and trained an additional 3,612 individuals.  Those efforts helped clients secure a total of nearly $2 billion ($1,994,482,914) in government contracts.   Those contract dollars had a direct impact on employment in those client companies as well.   In CY 2009, clients of the Illinois PTAC created 708 new jobs, while helping to retain an additional 4,613 jobs.  Congratulations and Thank You for a job well done to all of the member Centers of the Illinois PTAC for having such a positive impact on the clients you assisted in 2009. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS  
As you know one of the best methods of promoting the tremendous value of your services is through client success stories.   Once again we want to stress the importance of including client success story profiles in WebCATS.  All client success stories should be entered into the WebCATS system via the "milestone section".  To enter a success story please click on the ID of the client you are entering the success story for, and go to the "add" drop down near the bottom of the client detail.  Choose milestone from the drop down list and click "go".  Next you will enter the milestone by choosing the type "success story".   Please fill in the notes section with the success story narrative and then save the record.    Thanks for helping to place these in the correct location so that it will help all of us to share the terrific stories about your clients successes.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS
Click HERE to find information about the Energy Efficiency Standards in Illinois.  Also, ComEd (www.comed.com) and Ameren Illinois (www.ActOnEnergy.com) provide energy efficiency incentives for businesses.  Please click on 

http://www.comed.com/bizincentives" 
www.comed.com/bizincentives
 for information on ComEd’s programs and click on http://www.actonenergy.com/for-my-business/business-incentive-programs/ for details on Ameren Illinois programs. 

 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS SUPPORT TEAM
Each Illinois SBDC has been provided with access to ProfitCents, the financial management tool from Sageworks, Inc.   Although this resource is certainly not new, we wanted to remind Centers that there is a support team ready to assist you one on one, anytime you have questions or need assistance in using this tool.   ProfitCents has recently made staff assignment changes and we now have two new members of the Support Team assigned to assist the Illinois SBDC.   Contact information for our consultants is below.   Feel free to contact them at any time when you need help.   We will soon offer one hour refresher webinars held quarterly to further help you make the most out of this resource to better assist your clients.

ProfitCents Support Team Consultants assigned to the Illinois SBDC are:

Shawn Moriarity                                   Dustin Lubertazzi
shawn.moriarity@sageworksinc.com       dustin.lubertazzi@sageworksinc.com
866-603-7029 ext. 632                            866-603-7029 ext. 649
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
This week on CENTERCONNECT you will find update charts and performance summary information for all of the Illinois SBDCs, SBDC ITCs and PTACs.   Just click on IMPACT in the left hand column of the main page of CenterConnect and then open the “SBDC Centers Performance with Charts CY2005-CY2009” excel document.  You will find tabs for each SBDC and ITC and also tabs for state wide totals.  You will also find excel documents for both the ITC totals and PTAC totals in the same listing.  Take a look at your center, review the statewide results and also compare your results to those of others centers around the state. 

MOVES AND NEWS
Lindsay Hughes, the Illinois PTAC director at John A. Logan College in Carterville had her baby on Monday, February 15th.  Justice Cole was born at 9:39am and weighed in at 8 lbs. 7 oz. and was 20 inches tall.   Congratulations Lyndsay ! ! !  
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
