
--------------------------------------------------
 THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION
--------------------------------------------------

 February 19, 2008
 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
- HSIEC INNOVATION CHALLENGE GRANT
- TAX AMNESTY PROGRAM FOR ILLINOIS BUSINESSES

- RURAL AND URBAN BUSINESS BIRTHS AND DEATHS

- IDEACAFE.COM APPLICATIONS 

- DISABILITY ETIQUETTE 101

- WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.bnet.com
- RESOURCE OF THE WEEK -  LAW BLOG

- MOVES AND NEWS - ICNC SEEKING SBDC DIRECTOR

HSIEC INNOVATION CHALLENGE GRANT

Innovation Challenge Grant Competition Sponsored by Homeland Security Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center - Evanston, Ill., (February 15, 2008) – The Illinois Homeland Security Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center at Northwestern University—HSIEC—(http://www.hsiec.org), today announced the Innovation Challenge Grant competition to encourage Illinois-based companies to develop technologies related to the needs of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  The deadline for submissions is 5 pm, March 21, 2008.

The Innovation Challenge Grant competition is seeking Illinois-based companies with innovative technologies that specifically address the stated technology needs of the Department of Homeland Security’s Science and Technology Directorate (DHS S&T), such as border security, cargo security, chem/bio defense, cyber security, explosives prevention, people screening, incident management, information sharing, infrastructure protection, interoperability and maritime security.

The Innovation Challenge Grant competition will award up to six Illinois-based companies with the opportunity to engage with Civitas Group, llc (http://www.civitasgroup.com), a Washington, DC-based strategic advisory and investment firm serving the homeland and national security markets.   The Civitas Group project is valued at up to $25,000.  Successful candidates will be awarded an HSIEC Challenge Grant of up to $12,500, which requires a 100 percent cash match by the winners.

The application for the Innovation Challenge Grant, along with complete rules and instructions, can be found on the HSIEC website at http://www.hsiec.org.  Award application assistance is available by calling HSIEC at 847-491-7600.

TAX AMNESTY PROGRAM FOR ILLINOIS BUSINESSES

An amnesty program began Friday February 1 for 25,000 to 30,000 businesses that have fallen behind on state franchise taxes and licensing fees.   The Illinois Secretary of State's office administers the program, which raises about $200 million a year in revenue.

The amnesty is through March 17 for businesses that are delinquent on annual corporate filing fees and franchise taxes. Amnesty includes taxes, fees, interest and penalties, as well as immunity from civil or criminal prosecution by the Secretary of State's office.  After March 17, the interest rate on delinquent payments doubles from 1 to 2 percent.

While amnesty programs have been offered on state income taxes, this is the first time amnesty has been offered for the corporate filing fees and franchise taxes. Companies incorporated in Illinois must report each year, including name, top officers, a registered agent and address, and capitalization costs, including stock issues.    For more information, contact the Illinois Secretary of State's Office at 1-800 252-8980. 

RURAL AND URBAN BUSINESS BIRTHS AND DEATHS

Rural and Urban Establishment Births and Deaths Using the U.S. Census Bureau's Business Information Tracking Series - Rural and Urban Establishment Births and Deaths Using the U.S. Census Bureau’s Business Information Tracking Series presents an analysis of establishment birth and death rates by rural and urban counties. Surprisingly, the differences in the average rates of establishment births and deaths for urban and rural areas are extremely small. Therefore, the general dynamic of 
economic activities is not a function of rural versus urban conditions. Also, the underlying datasource of establishment births and deaths by county from 1990 to 2003 used in the paper is documented for future research use.

A full copy of this report is available at:  http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs316tot.pdf , and the research summary can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs316.pdf.  If you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov.

IDEACAFE.COM APPLICATIONS 

IdeaCafe.com's Latest $1,000 Small Business Grant Now Open for Applications Until April 1, 2008 - IdeaCafe.com, an online small business resource since 1995, announces its latest Idea Café Small Business Grant competition for small business entrepreneurs. The winner will receive a check for $1,000 and recognition on IdeaCafe.com, which is viewed by 100,000 unique visitors per month.
 
Applicants must be an established small business or a start-up ready to launch. There is no fee or required purchase to apply for the grant; applicants simply need to sign up at Idea Cafe. Deadline for applying is April 1, 2008. A full description of the grant can be found in Idea Cafe's Small Business Grant Center from http://www.ideacafe.com  

“We believe in helping deserving entrepreneurs who might need that one big break to start realizing their potential," explains Francie Ward, founder and editor-in-chief of Idea Cafe. "Our current grant is is dedicated to the memory of Idea Cafe's late guest expert Kent Capener. Kent was known for his straightforward advice, which he dished out with generosity and humor here at Idea Cafe for nearly a decade."
 
Idea Cafe's Small Business Grant program began in 2001. Previous winners of Idea Cafe's Grant have achieved notable success after using Idea Cafe's award to help build their small companies. Among them are Percy Marchand, of Marchand Ink in New Orleans, Louisiana, who was recently a featured guest on PBS-TV's Nightly Business Report's program on minority entrepreneurs, and Debra LaPorte, of YourSafeChild.com, who grew her business from her basement to distribute child safety kits through police, FBI and other sources nationwide. Their stories about how they used Idea Cafe's Small Business Grant, plus their advice for other entrepreneurs are online at Idea Cafe.
 
IdeaCafe.com has been online continuously since August, 1995 and is known for its trademark "Fun Approach to Serious Business(sm)." Idea Cafe® is now part of the DevStart Network, a leading information center in the small business, website promotion, domain name and web hosting industries at http://www.devstart.com, based in Orland Park, Illinois.    For further information go to  http://www.ideacafe.com.
DISABILITY ETIQUETTE 101

disabilityworks has put together a new article entitled "Disability Etiquette 101."  Click here to access the article on the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce website or for more information go the disabilityworks website at  http://www.disabilityworks.org/ 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.bnet.com
BNet Business Network is the "go-to place for management".  Here you will find all kinds of business information and tools to help you and your clients.    They have specific categories dedicated to management, strategy, work life and insights.    They even have a business library and videos.   Visit often to read articles about current business issues.    To check it out, please go to: www.bnet.com       

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – LAW BLOG

Resource of the Week - The Intellectual Property and Employment Law Blog - This new blog contains current cases, opinions, updates and trends on employment on Intellectual Property law.   There will be weekly updates to this blog to give readers useful information.   Currently, there are some publications that may provide some insight on topics such as the Cat's Paw Theory of employment discrimination, sexual harassment, ten common employment law questions and more.     This is a good resource for getting answers to basic questions about employment  and intellectual property law.   The author of this blog is Mr. Vihar Patel, an employee law attorney in Lincolnwood, Illinois.   To access this blog, please click on: http://empiplaw.wordpress.com/
MOVES AND NEWS - ICNC SEEKING SBDC DIRECTOR

Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago (ICNC) is seeking a Director for its Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC).  The Illinois SBDC at ICNC provides high quality business counseling and technical assistance services to new and expanding companies.  Candidates should have several years experience assisting in the growth of small companies, both new and expanding businesses, particularly in the areas of marketing and finance, as well as strong communication and organizational skills. Entrepreneurial or SBDC/grant experience a plus. Competitive salary (commensurate with experience) and full benefits, including health/dental care and Simple IRA plan.  For more information and a job description see www.industrialcouncil.com.  Please fax resume to (312) 421-1871 or email to joyce@industrialcouncil.com. 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
