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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  SBA LENDER PERFORMANCE

-  REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ACT REPORT

-  ITA CITYLIGHTS AWARDS

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - Small Business Filing Season Central  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – www.BNET.COM 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

SBA LENDER PERFORMANCE

Attached you will find the latest SBA Illinois District Office Lender-CDC Performance results for FFY2010 for the period of 10-1-09 through 1-31-10.   The performance information can also be found on CenterConnect.   

REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ACT REPORT

Report on the Regulatory Flexibility Act FY 2009 - Small businesses realized $7 billion in first-year cost savings and $745 million in annually recurring savings as a result of fiscal year (FY) 2009 efforts to help agencies comply with the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA). The law requires agencies to review the economic impacts of proposed regulations on small entities and consider less burdensome alternatives. The figures are reported in the FY 2009 edition of the Advocacy’s annual Report on the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Advocacy's efforts and achievements are outlined in its Report on the Regulatory Flexibility Act, Fiscal Year 2009, found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/flex/09regflx.html. A Research Summary can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/flex/09regflx_rs.pdf. 

 

If you have any questions regarding Advocacy’s report, please do not hesitate to contact Kate Reichert at 202-205-6533. For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit the Advocacy website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6533. 

ITA CITYLIGHTS AWARDS

The 11th Annual ITA CityLIGHTS Awards nominations have just opened.  The event will be held April 29, 2010 at Union Station in Chicago. 

CityLIGHTS is the Illinois Technology Association’s (ITA) annual celebration of vitality and innovation in the Illinois technology community.  Celebrating its eleventh year, CityLIGHTS recognizes some of the leading technology companies and individuals whose leadership and success are driving the role of technology in Illinois.  The Awards Gala is also an opportunity for the industry to connect with technology executives, entrepreneurs, corporate executives and investors in the region for an evening of dining, socializing, and celebration.

ITA and the community will recognize and celebrate outstanding technology companies, executives, and advocates in Illinois in the following six categories.

- Lighthouse Award: Given to the company which best represents the region’s growing stature as home to world-class technology companies. 

- Rising Star Award: Given to the company that has emerged from its start-up phase to distinguish itself in the technology marketplace. 

- Newcomer Award: Given to the company that has the strongest potential to emerge from its start-up phase and distinguish itself in the technology marketplace.

- Spotlight Award: Given to the CTO/CIO for leadership and outstanding contributions in the application of technology. 

- CEO of the Year Award: Given to the CEO who has driven his or her company to new heights in the past year. 

- CityLIGHTS Award: Given to an individual that has made a significant impact on the Illinois technology community. 

Please visit www.itacitylights.com and make your nominations known! 

There is no cost to nominate and nominations will be accepted until March 19, 2010. The public's votes will decide the winners. Voting will start March 30, 2010 and will close at noon on April 14, 2010. The awards will be presented at the annual CityLIGHTS Awards Gala on April 29, 2010. 

All Illinois companies are encouraged to nominate, vote, attend, and support.  To find out more about sponsoring or other support roles, please contact Sarah Habansky at 312.924.1077 or shabansky@illinoistech.org.  

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

Congratulations to the six Illinois SBDC International Trade Centers for another outstanding year in 2009.  The Illinois SBDC ITCs provided assistance to clients that helped them secure over $299.7 Million in international trade sales during the past year.  The services also helped clients create 163 new jobs and retain 1106 existing positions in Illinois.  Join us in recognizing the Illinois SBDC ITCs for their tremendous performance in 2009. 

 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - TRACKING NON-COUNSELING ACTIVITIES 
As highlighted in previous editions of the IEN Weekly Connection, WebCATS gives you the ability to track important non-counseling type of activities (such as professional development and outreach) as inquiries in the system.  To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields.  Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries.  Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and fill out the inquiry screen.  You must fill in the contact name, date, time spent, type of inquiry, and counselor for the record and then click add.  By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - Small Business Filing Season Central 
The Small Business Filing Season Central is a one-stop assistance center for filing business tax returns.  It’s a great site for your small business clients to be aware of during the tax filing season. 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - www.BNET.COM 

BNET provides working professionals with the tools, advice, and insight they need to succeed in today's workplace. It's for people who are committed to nurturing their own excellence, who believe in the meaning of work, and who know that a fulfilling career is an excellent way to make personal ambitions come true.  The advice on this site speaks directly to the challenges managers face at work every day:  Managing teams and interpersonal relationships - Formulating competitive business strategy - Increasing personal productivity - Building a successful and satisfying career.  You can customize the content you need by subscribing to BNET Newsletters or Alerts and get the content you seek delivered to your inbox.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

On CenterConnect you will find a Fact Sheet on the SBA New Small Business Commercial Real Estate and Working Capital Programs – Recently President Obama announced two new small business lending initiatives to help increase access to capital and create jobs.  These temporary Small Business Administration initiatives include a refinancing program for small business owner-occupied commercial real estate and an expanded working capital loan program.  At the same time, the president continued his call for a permanent increase the maximum loan sizes for SBA’s 7(a), 504 and microloan programs and to extend the successful small business Recovery Act lending programs. These initiatives are part of the Administration's broader agenda to improve access to credit for small businesses, including a proposal to transfer, through legislation, $30 billion to a new Small Business Lending Fund that will support lending by community and smaller banks.

MOVES AND NEWS 

MARK THE DATES ! !  The 2010 Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA) Conference Planning Committee is announcing new dates for the 2010 conference.  The IESBGA Conference will be held May 24 and 25, 2010 at Millikin University in Decatur, IL.  Please disregard the previous save the date information.  The new dates will allow for additional speakers and information that would not have been possible in March.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

Please be sure to respond to the short survey you received last week requesting suggestions for speakers and workshop topics.  Please take a few minutes to provided us with information regarding speakers who will contribute to the professional development of the conference participants or submit topics that would be of interest to you.  The committee looks forward to your responses.
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
