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In Today's Weekly Connection: 
-    Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship Center Newsletter
-    Employer Credit of up to $600 for Hiring Veterans
-    Lenders Performance for FFY2007 through January 2007
-    Illinois SBA Small Business Awards 
-    2007 Workshops for the Construction & Demolition Industry
-    Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) Spring 2007 Courses
-    Annual Awards for Business Excellence (AABEs)
-    Small Business Forum for Association Executives
 

Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship Center Newsletter
Please click here  http://www.hsiec.org/dojo/15/v.jsp?p=/news-2007Vol1  to view the 2007 Volume 1 edition of the Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship Center Newsletter.  This up to date newsletter contains information on contracting opportunities, upcoming events and important resources in Homeland Security. 
 

Employer Credit of up to $600 for Hiring Veterans

Employers will receive a tax credit of up to $600 for each veteran hired.  The State of Illinois is promoting the hiring of the state’s military heroes with a new tax incentive for businesses.  Employers can now earn income tax credit of up to $600 for every qualified veteran they hire.  Beginning tax year 2007, Illinois employers can earn tax credits for hiring veterans who have recently been on active duty overseas.  Employers can earn the new Veteran’s Tax Credit of 5% of total wages paid, up to a maximum of $600 annually for wages paid to each veteran hired after January 1, 2007.  The veteran must work at least 185 days during the tax year for the employer to qualify.  The credit is available for veterans who were members of the Armed Forces, the Armed Force reserves, or the Illinois National Guard on active duty in Operation Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom.   For more information go to:  http://www.state.il.us/agency/dva/. 
 

Lenders Performance for FFY2007 through January 2007
Attached is the Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2007 as of 1/31/07. The current performance reflects a 22.5% increase in the 7(a) loan program and a 35.3% increase in the 504 loan program for the same period from last year.   

 

Illinois SBA Small Business Awards 
Please save the date of Wednesday, June 27, 2007 for the Illinois SBA Annual Small Business Week events which will include workshops and a very special awards reception and event.  A flyer is attached and more details will be forthcoming soon.  

 

2007 Workshops for the Construction & Demolition Industry
Later this month the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency, Department of Natural Resources and numerous industry co-sponsors will be holding the final two of six workshops  to educate the construction industry and other related industries about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, floodplains, endangered species and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about energy efficient building and energy programs.  Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Realtors, Property Managers, Building Maintenance Providers, Home Inspectors, Local Building & Zoning Officials & Inspectors are urged to attend. A $35 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses. Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 on the following dates and locations:

February 21, 2007
Heartland Community College, Normal
February 28, 2007
Stoney Creek Inn, Moline

 

NOTE:  Licensed Real Estate Professionals will receive 6 hrs elective CEU credit and should contact their local Illinois Association of Realtors Chapter to register.  In addition, licensed home inspectors will receive 3 hrs elective CEU and can register directly with DCEO.   
 

For more information or to register and submit payment on-line visit  www.ienconnect.com/enviro . If you have questions, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Helpline at 800/252-3998, or send an e-mail to dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov.     

Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) Spring 2007 Courses
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce the Spring 2007 course schedule.   If you or your clients might be interested please 
Click here to visit SEDAC's official training information page...  and view this season's face-to-face training opportunities.  For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at 1-800-214-7954, email info@sedac.org or visit their website at www.sedac.org.
 

Annual Awards for Business Excellence (AABEs)
Are you personally impressed with one of your client's/customer's accomplishments?   Does one of your clients/vendors provide a great product or service along with outstanding customer support?   You now have the opportunity to provide these businesses with the recognition they deserve. Nominations are now being accepted for the Annual Awards for Business Excellence (AABEs), to be presented by The Business Ledger to companies and organizations in 11 categories.   A nomination form can be accessed here. The deadline to submit nominations is Feb. 23. Awards will be presented at the annual AABE recognition event to be held on April 25. Honorees will be profiled in the May 28 issue of The Business Ledger.

 
Small Business Forum for Association Executives
We invite you to attend the Southern Illinois Small Business Forum, to be held on March 21, 2007 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the IRS Building at 3101 Constitution Drive in Springfield.   This forum is an opportunity to meet with representatives from the SBA, IRS, Social Security Administration, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and the Illinois Department of Revenue to learn about issues that affect your members.   An additional forum will be held on April 24, 2007 in Chicago at the Kluczynski Federal Building at 230 S. Dearborn, Room 1912.    An information flyer is attached. 
Please come and learn what products and services you can make available to your small business members and clients.  You will be able to build and strengthen relationships with small business, non-profit, federal and state agencies/organizations; elevate concerns and issues; learn about products and services for small businesses; and network to better serve your members or clients.  To register, please email Katie.Beard@irs.gov, or call (217) 862-6237.  
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
