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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

- January 2006 Lenders Performance - Special Initiatives (Veterans & Exporters) 
- Upcoming Training Programs at SBA
- OSHA Safety Days - Waubonsee Community College - March 16th

- Rockford Safety Seminars

- The VETGazette Newsletter
- New Quarterly Indicators
- Firm Size Data
- The Latest $mart Energy Newsletter

January 2006 Lenders Performance - Special Initiatives (Veterans & Exporters) 
Attached is the Lenders Performance list as of the end of January for Fiscal Year 2006 for your review.  Also, SBA would appreciate your assistance in identifying loans made to Veterans and loans made to Exporters.  These two special initiatives have historically demonstrated to be underserved when it comes to capital access.  It is very important to reflect that our programs and your institution is helping in meeting the needs of the these underserved markets.  It is our intent to recognize our top Lenders/CDCs including top performers in our special initiatives, such as loans to Veterans.  504, PLP, Express and E-Tran Lenders are encouraged to incorporate into your check list and forms and to highlight any Special initiatives, sent to the processing centers.  
A Veteran is: 
- Any individual who served more than 180 consecutive days on active duty
- Any individual who served on active duty and was released because of a service connected illness or injury. (Does not have to meet the 181- day rule)
- Any individual who was in the National Guard or Reserves and was called to active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge is authorized. (Examples are Panama, Grenada, Beirut, Persian Gulf, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, or Iraq. You do not have to have served in that area.) 
Assistance to an Exporter is: 
-  Any Business that is presently engaged in Export Trade 
-  Any Business that is indirectly engaged in Export Trade when selling to customers who directly Export the end product.
-  Any Applicant that plans to begin exporting 
Please email robert.esquivel@sba.gov  a list of approved SBA loans, for this fiscal year, that fit in one of the above Special Initiative categories, to assure that they have been properly accounted for.  The information needed: Exporter or Veteran, Account #, Business name, date approved.  If you have any question, please feel free to contact Bob at (312) 353-6557.
Upcoming Training Programs at SBA
SBA is seeking small business owners that may be interested in attending Telemarketing Success classes in the Illinois District office in Chicago.  Please see the attached notices on the Telemarketing Training programs to be held on March 6th and 8th..  
 

 

OSHA Safety Day - Waubonsee Community College - March 16th 
Attached you will find a draft press release with details about the upcoming OSHA Safety Day to be held at Waubonsee Community College in Sugar Grove on March 16, 2006.
 

 

Rockford Safety Seminars
A series of monthly  OSHA Safety Seminars running from March 8th to July 19th in Rockford  is described in the attached draft press release. 
 

 

The VET Gazette Newsletter
The latest issue of  SBA's VET Gazette Newsletter is attached.
 

 

New Quarterly Indicators
The U.S. economy slowed during the fourth quarter, while overall inflation remained under control based on a report released by the U.S. Office of Advocacy. Real GDP grew during 2005, and interest rates continued to rise, but these higher rates did not affect the demand for loans to small businesses, according to the fourth quarter 2005 edition of Quarterly
Indicators: The Economy and Small Business. Quarterly Indicators: The Economy and Small Business provides recent monthly and quarterly data from a wide variety of sources relevant to small businesses. Economic activity of small firms is examined at the national level for 2005. 
 

To obtain a copy please visit http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sbqei0504.pdf. For more information please feel free to contact Chad Moutray at (202) 205-6533 or by email
advocacy@sba.gov.
 

 

Firm Size Data
The U.S. Census Bureau has produced firm size data for 2003 with partial funding from the Office of Advocacy. The Statistics of U.S. Businesses data contains the number of firms, establishments, employment, and payroll by industry and state. The number of firms and small business' share of private sector employment rose from 2002 to 2003. The updated firm size data tables are posted at http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/data.html. Dynamic data and MSA data for 2003 will be forthcoming. Should you need additional information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or by email advocacy@sba.gov. 
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Stay Energy $mart in February 2006
SEDAC Newsletter, Vol. 2, No. 1
Your Free Subscription Is Available For Download



The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the February 2006 newsletter is now available at www.sedac.org/pdf/newsletter2_1.pdf 

In this issue, you will find articles about:

• Illinois electricity rates
• T8 fluorescent lighting – Energy Conservation Measure #1 of SEDAC’s "Top 12 ECMs"
• How to view the archive of the Sustainable Building Webcast 
• Information about training - Energy Basics for the Small Business 
• Market sectors participating in SB$E program
• How to request a free energy audit


Click here to read the February 2006 SEDAC Newsletter! 
Contact Us 
email: info@sedac.org 

phone: (800) 214-7954 

web: http://www.sedac.org 
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
===============================================================          
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