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HAPPY BIRTHDAY ABE ! 




In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY AND PRESIDENT’S DAY

-  OPEN HOUSE AT THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION

-  SBA LENDERS PERFORMANCE

-  OFFICE OF ADVOCACY - THE ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - 2 M CONSTRUCTION GROUP
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - IMPACT GROUPINGS
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.CULINARYINCUBATOR.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WOMEN IMPACTING PUBLIC POLICY (WIPP)
-  MOVES AND NEWS

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY AND PRESIDENTS DAY

In celebration of the Bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday the DCEO and other state offices will be closed on Thursday February 12th.    The offices will also be closed on Monday, February 16th to commemorate Presidents Day.  The next edition of the IEN Weekly Connection will be Tuesday, February 17th. 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION

Governor Pat Quinn will be welcoming folks to the Governor’s Mansion on Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, Thursday, February 12, from 3 – 6.  Please share this e-mail with anyone who would like to greet the new Governor.  He wants the people of Illinois to join him at the people’s house—he is very happy to be able to use Illinois’ historic Governor’s Mansion and welcomes you to visit with him on Lincoln’s birthday.   This beautiful house has served as the official residence of Illinois' Governors and their families since Governor Joel Matteson took up residence here in 1855. The Illinois Executive Mansion is one of the oldest historic residences in the state and one of the three oldest continuously occupied Governor's Mansions in the country.  

SBA LENDERS PERFORMANCE

Attached is the Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2009 as of 1/31/09.    The updated SOP 5010 will be posted on SBA's Lenders Website in few days.  One of the updates will include added Public Policy goals (Energy use reduction) for the 504 loan program.   Also attached is the  SBA Procedural Notice on the Small/Rural Lender (S/RLA) loan program.  It is a component of the Agency’s 7(a) loan guarantee program and is designed to encourage new and low volume lenders to partner with SBA by simplifying and streamlining the Agency’s application process and procedures, particularly for smaller SBA loans.  While no training or additional special status designation is needed to participate in the S/RLA loan program, detail information is presented in the Chicago Office Lenders Orientation and the Springfield Office Lenders 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_springf_09_lender_trng.pdf" Training sessions.  The key features of S/RLA include: 
· A 7(a) product designed exclusively for new or small SBA loan volume lenders submitting loan requests through a non-delegated lender process. Lenders that have processed an average of 20 or fewer SBA loans annually over the last three fiscal years or, if non-SBA lenders, have been approved by SBA to participate in the 7(a) loan guarantee program. 

· A product developed to increase the number of small lenders that make SBA loans and increase the number of loans processed by these small volume SBA lenders.

· Training and counseling assistance for new and/or small volume SBA lenders provided by SBA field offices on the Agency’s 7(a) loan policies and procedures.

· Support and assistance for non-SBA lenders from SBA field offices on how to become an SBA lender. 

 
· Maximum loan limit of $350,000.

· SBA’s standard 75/85 percent guaranty applies: SBA will guarantee 85 percent of a loan for $150,000 or less and 75 percent of a loan above $150,000.

· Centralized and expedited SBA processing with routine loans processed within 3-5 days. 

· Lenders to transmit applications via fax and eventually via a web-based application.

· Fillable PDF loan application which, when signed, may be faxed or e-mailed to SBA. (Signed original must be maintained by lender.)  S/RLA PDF forms 2301-A, 2301-B and 2301-C are available at: http://www.sba.gov/tools/Forms/smallbusinessforms/fsforms/index.html
· Simplified SBA loan eligibility questionnaire to help small or new SBA lenders to understand SBA’s eligibility requirements.

· Specialized eligibility assistance through the LGPC for eligibility questions and more complex eligibility issues.

· A help desk to support lenders participating in this initiative.

OFFICE OF ADVOCACY - THE ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER

Please find attached, the link for The SBA Office of Advocacy’s latest edition of The Small Business Advocate Newsletter.  This is the February 2009 edition of the Newsletter.     www.sba.gov/advo/feb_09.pdf
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - 2 M CONSTRUCTION GROUP
2 M Construction Group is an 8(a) joint venture located in East St. Louis, formed by Morrissey Construction Inc and Mason's LCS, Inc.  Shortly after the joint venture received approval from the SBA, it was awarded a sole source contract with the National Park Service for a roofing project at the Lincoln Home National Historic Site.  This is the first federal contract for the joint venture and for each of the parties involved. The scope of this project includes: furnishing all materials, labor, tools, equipment and necessary supervision to install new wood shingle and metal roofing, lead-coated copper gutter system, and chimney repair on the Robinson and Cook Homes located at the Lincoln Historic Site in Springfield, Illinois. The Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College assisted 2 M with their joint venture formation and providing bid history research for the sole source contract as well as assistance in the communication between the National Park Service and the company.   Congratulations to 2 M on their success and working on this exciting project and also to the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College for assisting this client.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - IMPACT GROUPINGS
Softshare has added a new report in WebCATS called Impact Groupings.  A button for this report can be found on the viewing clients page.  The report summarizes economic impact activity for a given time frame at your Center.  The report tracks core activity such as jobs created and retained, business starts, expansions and investment related activity.  There are also various breakout options that allow you to view the data by city, county, zip code, etc.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.CULINARYINCUBATOR.COM
This not for profit website is dedicated to helping small businesses trying to find a commercial kitchen to cook their product in. Culinary incubators drive new start-up businesses, for whom without a health department licensed commercial kitchen, they could not legally produce their food.  In addition to producing food, commercial kitchens can be used to shoot TV shows, teach cooking classes, host food tastings, and other events.

CulinaryIncubator.com is a site with the sole purpose of helping entrepreneurs find a place to produce their food product. This site was developed and designed by culinary and website experts, who found a need for an easy to use, straight and to-the-point website. Unlike other websites which have listings for commercial kitchens, they do not charge to list the kitchens, nor do they show any sort of advertising.  Their goal is for you to find a kitchen quickly and easily, and for kitchen owners to get tenants to keep them operating. 

In Illinois, there are five kitchens listed on this website.   They are located in Carol Stream, Evanston, Homewood and there are two in Chicago.

In the future, they hope this website will be used by academia in evaluating the practicality of widespread part-time commercial kitchen rentals. Up to this point it has been extremely hard for anyone to find data or statistics on where kitchens are, and how many tenants occupy part-time kitchens around the country. To learn more, please visit them at: www.culinaryincubator.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WOMEN IMPACTING PUBLIC POLICY (WIPP)
The voice for women in business in our nation’s capital, Women Impacting Public Policy, Inc. (WIPP), is a national bipartisan public policy organization that advocates for and on behalf of women and minorities in business, strengthening their sphere of influence in the legislative process of our nation, creating economic opportunities and building bridges and alliances to other small business organizations. Through WIPP, their collective voice makes a powerful impact on Capitol Hill and with the Administration.

Since its inception in June of 2001, WIPP has reviewed, provided input, and has taken specific positions on many economic issues and policies which affect the bottom line of their membership. The issues cover a broad range of current legislation and/or policies such as affordable health care, leveling the playing field for women-owned and minority-owned businesses, opening up federal procurement policies for small businesses, on the implementation of well-established federal law which seeks to encourage women and minorities in the marketplace, tax policies, energy, telecom, etc. Matters which are not directly relevant to the economic health and well-being of constituent businesses are not part of our agenda.   To learn more about this resource for women business owners, please visit: http://www.wipp.org/wedecide.asp
MOVES AND NEWS

We are pleased to announce that an Illinois SBDC International Trade Center (ITC) has been added to the Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia to cover the needs of clients in eastern Illinois interested in exporting.  Tess Morrison (formerly with the Illinois SBDC ITC at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) has been coaxed out of retirement to work with Todd Tracy in this new venture.  Congratulations.
We are very pleased to welcome two new Center Directors to the IEN.   The new Director of the Illinois SBDC at Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in Chicago is Silvia Bonilla.    Although new to the position, Silvia is very familiar with the IEN.   For the past year, she has been a Project Coordinator in the Illinois Hispanic Entrepreneurship Center.    In addition to her experience, Silvia has earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in History from Loyola University in Chicago and a Master of Business Administration from National Louis University.    Congratulations and welcome, Silvia.

We also welcome Kasia Staszel who is the new Director of the Illinois PTAC at Women's Business Development Center in Chicago.    She is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business - Entrepreneurship.    Her course work provided her with the opportunity to participate in the Business Study Abroad Program where she studied at the Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration in Vienna, Austria.    Kasia is also fluent in Polish and German.    Congratulations and welcome to the IEN, Kasia.

Congratulations to Kristine Jarden, Director of the Southwestern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, on the recent birth of her baby boy.    Peter Joseph Jarden was born on January 16th, 2009.  He weighed 8 pounds, 8 ounces and was 21 and 1/2 inches long.   He is reported to have lots of dark hair and is very cute.    Congratulations to Kristen and welcome to the world, Peter.



 

      

     
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
============================================================  
