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2009 ASBDC CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

You are invited to submit a Conference Workshop Proposal for the 2009 ASBDC Call for Presentations.  ASBDC’s 29th Annual Conference will be held September 14th-17th, 2009 at the new Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel in Orlando, Florida.   All proposals are to be submitted online.
The deadline for submissions is 5:00 pm (EST), Friday, February 27, 2009.  Proposals will be vetted by members of the ASBDC Professional Development Committee. You will be contacted no later than April 30, 2009 whether or not your proposal has been accepted for presentation at the Conference in September.  Additional information regarding the, the Call for Presentations can be found on the ASBDC website:  http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/2009_Invitation_to_Present.pdf  
Please allow us to thank you in advance for submitting a proposal for the 2009 Annual Conference. Should you have any questions regarding the submission process, please don’t hesitate to contact Betsy Kaufman at ASBDC at: 703-764-9850.

	IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION - TEN TIPS FROM THE IRS

	

	1. If you receive a letter or notice from the IRS which leads you to believe someone may have fraudulently used your Social Security Number, respond immediately to the name and address or phone number printed on the IRS notice.
2. If you receive a letter from the IRS that indicates more than one tax return was filed for you, this may be a sign that your SSN was used fraudulently.

3. Another sign that you may be the target of identity theft is an IRS letter indicating you received wages from an employer unknown to you.

4. The IRS has a department which deals specifically with identity theft issues. The IRS Identity Protection Specialized Unit is available if you have been in contact with the IRS about an identity theft issue and have not achieved a resolution.

5. You can contact the IRS Identity Protection Specialized Unit by calling the Identity Theft Hotline at 800-908-4490 Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm local time. 

6. The IRS Identity Protection Specialized Unit is also available if you believe your identity may be at risk of being stolen due to a lost or stolen purse or wallet or due to questionable activity on your credit card or your credit report.

7. The IRS never initiates communication with taxpayers about their tax account through emails. If you receive an e-mail or find a Web site you think is pretending to be the IRS, forward the e-mail or Web site URL to the IRS at phishing@irs.gov.

8. The IRS has many more resources available to help inform taxpayers about identity theft on the IRS Web site at IRS.gov. On IRS.gov you can access information on how to report scams and bogus IRS Web sites. You can also visit the IRS Identity Theft Resource Page, which you can find by typing Identity Theft Resource Page in the search box on the IRS.gov home page.

9. The Federal Trade Commission is also available to assist taxpayers with identity theft issues. You can reach them at 877-ID-THEFT (877-438-4338).

10. Visit www.OnGuardOnline.gov for protection tips from the federal government and the technology industry.



IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY PROGRAM
Helping Illinois’ small businesses bring their concerns to the rulemaking process and requiring agencies to consider the prospective impact of proposed regulation on small entities is the role of the IEN’s Office of Regulatory Flexibility.   The Office of Regulatory Flexibility continues to advocate against the disproportionate burden of regulations on small businesses.  In 2008, the Office reviewed 429 proposed rulemakings, and submitted comments to the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules on over 100 proposed rulemakings.   Through these efforts, as well as implementing a new online form to register regulatory complaints, the Office works to save small businesses money in regulatory and compliance costs.    The Office publishes a monthly newsletter in order to keep businesses updated on ever-changing regulations, and works with state agencies to reduce the regulatory burden on small businesses.  To register a complaint on an onerous state rule or regulation, to read the latest in proposed changes in Illinois rules, or to sign up for the monthly newsletter (the IEN CONNECTION), go to www.ienconnect.com/regflex. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - DISASTER AND ENERGY TRACKING 
SBA is looking at ways to track special programs dealing with disaster assistance and energy management.   Softshare has provided us with a tool to start tracking this information in WebCATS.  To identify these areas, WebCATS is now equipped with a drop down menu in both counseling sessions and training that is titled FEMA/Energy Assistance.  Please take a moment to view the drop down selections under this heading.  They are the same for both counseling and training.   We will provide you with more information on this specialized category as it becomes available.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SBRG.IRS.GOV
The Internal Revenue Service has produced a Small Business Resource Guide (SBRG) in the past, which is updated each year.    It has been produced as a CD and many of you have found it to be a great tool to use to assist your clients.   The IRS Small Business Resource Guide for 2009 is now being made available through a website.   The Guide is designed to equip small business owners with the skills and knowledge needed to successfully manage a business.   It covers a wide range of tax topics including web links to business forms, publications and governmental web sites.  Although the website is currently under construction, it will be up and running on February 8th.   To access the IRS 2009 Small Business Resource Guide after that date, please visit: www.sbrg.irs.gov
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - DISASTER PLANNING TOOLKIT
"Open for Business": A Disaster Planning Toolkit for the Small Business Owner includes an assessment tool that helps the business determine its susceptibility to disaster wherever it has facilities and minimizes its risks. The toolkit also includes materials to help organize the business' critical information and review its essential operations, both of which lead to developing a continuity plan.

The toolkit may be downloaded for free by visiting the Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS) web site www.disastersafety.org and clicking on Programs and then "Open for Business", or to request a free single copy, write info@ibhs.org or call toll-free (866) 657-IBHS (4247).   You may also order by calling the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) at (703) 352-1846

MOVES AND NEWS

The 2009 Small Business Week in Illinois will be held the third week in June.    That may seem like a long way in the future, but we need to start planning for it now.   The SBA Awards program is scheduled for Thursday June18th in Chicago.   There will certainly be more information about this event in the coming weeks.    Like last year, we are creating a listing of events going on during Small Business Week throughout the State at your Centers.    Please send to your DCEO Network Coordinator this week, a list of all activities and events you have scheduled between June 8th and 28th.    This is obviously a longer period than just the specific week, but we will include your information in the list.   Please send what you have now and continue to send that information as you schedule more training, events and activities.    Thanks for helping to share all the great things you have planned during this very important week. 
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