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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  CURRENT RFP OPPORTUNITIES

-  ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - SBIR Gateway  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Small Business Trends 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

CURRENT RFP OPPORTUNITIES

Please click on the link below to learn about several current RFPs, especially the one for veterans. If you or any other organization you know of is interested, the link is:

http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Workforce_Development/Resources/GrantOpportunities.htm
DCEO is looking for new/innovative programs that could serve as models!  Below is part of the write-up from the site:

Innovation Grants for Expanding Employment Opportunities for Illinois Veterans
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity is working with state agency partners in conducting innovative pilot projects to expand education, training, and employment opportunities for Illinois veterans. DCEO is seeking innovative projects to address one or more of the following priorities:

• Expanding awareness and commitment of Illinois employers to hire Illinois veterans
• General or cluster-based bridge programs (e.g., healthcare) to improve access to and success in postsecondary education and training programs supported by veterans education benefits and other federal and state-funded programs. Priority will be given to programs that prepare veterans to enter high-demand and high-skill jobs.
• Targeted workforce development programs to meet the basic skills, education, training and employment needs of service-connected disabled veterans and other veterans who have significant and multiple barriers to employment.  Priority will be given to programs that prepare veterans to enter career pathways leading to high-demand and high-skill jobs.


DCEO will expand and revise these priorities based on the recommendations of the Illinois Workforce Investment Board's Veterans Task Force.

Industry organizations, local workforce investment areas, community colleges, community-based non-profit organizations, and other qualified organizations interested in seeking innovation grant funds should contact Michael Baker at 217-558-6423 or michael.baker@illinois.gov.

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

Construction Industry, Code Officials, Architects, & Engineers Urged to Attend Environmental Workshops - The Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with other state and federal agencies will be hosting workshops around the state in January & February to raise awareness of regulatory requirements in the construction, demolition, and property management industries.     Topics will include regulations regarding floodplains, asbestos, lead, radon, storm water, endangered species review, OSHA as well as, energy efficiency incentives and USEPA's Indoor airPLUS Program.   Small businesses as well as local officials are encouraged to attend.  In addition, the course will satisfy requirements for professional development hours/continuing education units for professional engineers, architects and radon professionals. 

Locations include: 

· February 9th      John A Logan College, Carterville

· February 10th    The Regency Conference Center, O'Fallon

· February 23rd    Harper College, Palatine  

For more information visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call 800/252-3998. 
Special thanks to the members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network that are supporting this year’s workshops – the Illinois SBDC at Harper College, the Illinois SBDC at Bradley University, the Illinois SBDC at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

Last Week Illinois State Journal-Register Business Columnist Tim Landis had a good article featuring two Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College clients.  To view the article please go to http://www.sj-r.com/business/x690798452/Starting-small-business-takes-funds-and-long-hours-entrepreneur-learns  Congratulations to director Kevin Lust and the entire Illinois SBDC at LLCC staff for their great work with these clients. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

When tracking investments in WebCATS it is very important to capture the lending institution name.  This is listed below the investment type and labeled institution.  Although this field is not mandatory, the information will be used to track various lenders throughout the State of Illinois.  Please make sure you capture and enter this important information in WebCATS.  If provides vital statewide information on financial institutions that are making small business loans in Illinois. 

Also it is vital that you secure and maintain accurate contact information in WebCATS for all of you clients.  Please make a concerted effort, in particular, to obtain an accurate e-mail address for your client.  We will continue to move from hard copy to e-mail for our satisfaction, business needs assessment and economic impact surveys.

 
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK  - www.zyn.com/sbir/  

The SBIR Gateway is a free service provided to the SBIR/STTR community by Zyn Systems. Zyn Systems accepts no outside funding (including government contracts, sponsorships or private sector advertising) for the SBIR Gateway.  The SBIR Gateway is used by thousands daily for news and locating opportunities within the SBIR community. Although the SBIR Gateway is pleased to be of service to Federal and State Governments, the primary focus is on the Small Businesses who participate in making their business and the SBIR/STTR programs a success.   You may also want to check out the SBIR Insider Newsletter to find out more about SBIR/STTR opportunities. 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Small Business Trends  
Please click on Will 2010 be the year of Start-Up America? for an interesting article from Small Business Trends this week’s Resource of the Week.  Small Business Trends puts out a daily column that is very informative and a great resource on a wide variety of small business topics. 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  The Illinois Department of Public Health has scheduled a number of informational sessions regarding the U. S. EPA’s Renovation, Repair and Paint Rule.  These informational meetings will inform attendees, in detail, about the new rule and explain the process for certification.  This rule will have a huge impact on contractors of all kinds electrical, plumbing, siding, handy men, carpenters, etc…  Please go to CENTERCONNECT to find a flyer with information on dates and locations for these important workshops.    These impacted contractors only have until April 22nd to attend a certified training course.  Currently there are only a few approved training providers in Illinois and they can be found  at: http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/lead.htm 

-  Also on CENTERCONNECT this week you will find the latest SBA Lenders Performance report for Federal Fiscal Year 2010 covering the period of 10/1/09 through 12/31/09. Capital access continues to slowly improve for small businesses.  In Illinois, SBA has had a 77.9% increase in 7(a) loans and a 55.4% increase in 504 loans for this same period for the last fiscal year.

MOVES AND NEWS 

-  The U. S. Small Business Administration Illinois District Office has moved to new offices.  The SBA Offices have moved from the 12th floor down to the 11th floor.  The only change in their address (500 W. Madison, Suite 1150, Chicago, IL 60661) is the suite number, which is now suite 1150.  Phone numbers remain the same and the website is  www.sba.gov/il.
-  Please click on the ILLINOIS INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CALENDAR to find information about upcoming international trade events and trade missions. The Illinois International Business Calendar is a collaborative effort among the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago (ITA/GC), the Office of Trade and Investment of the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), and the Illinois District Export Council (IDEC), on behalf of the U.S. Export Assistance Center Chicago (USEAC). The Calendar is also available on the ITA/GC’s website  www.itagc.org   or click on  http://www.itagc.org/docs/ITAGC_Calendar_2010-01-18.pdf 

-  On February 20 – 27, 2010, the Consortium for Entrepreneurship Education will sponsor the 4th annual National Entrepreneurship Week. The focus is on entrepreneurship education and there will be events across the United States. (Note: not to be confused with Global Entrepreneurship Week, which occurs every November and is supported by the Kauffman Foundation.) For events, please see the National Entrepreneurship Week website, and click the interactive map.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================

Groundhog's Day - February 2nd
[image: image5.jpg]



