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REM Program Offers Grants for Green Practices
The Recycling Expansion and Modernization (REM) Program helps Illinois businesses and organizations become green or greener with matching grants.  The REM Program may be of special interest to Illinois small businesses as approximately 40% of all REM projects have been conducted by small businesses, receiving over $3 million in grant awards.

The REM Program provides funding for projects that involve: 

· Improving an organization’s solid waste management practices through source reduction and waste reduction, including recycling and reuse activities

· Improving product packaging practices to reduce waste

· Modernizing and expanding a business that manufactures recycled content products

· Demonstrating the use of recycled content products in LEED-certified green building projects

Use of grant funds:  REM grant funds can be used to offset the cost of the purchase of capital equipment and consultant services, or the cost of recycled content products in green building construction projects.   

Matching fund requirement:  Grantees must provide 25% of total project costs, in cash.

Grant amounts:  Projects may be approved for up to $30K for REM Assessment projects (consultant activities), $75K for Procurement/Demonstration projects (recycled content products in green building projects), $150K for Technology/Demonstration projects (consultant and equipment costs), and up to $250K for Implementation projects (capital equipment).

Eligibility:  The REM Program is available to businesses, not-for-profits, government, colleges and universities, who propose eligible projects.  Please note that the REM Program does not fund projects involving materials classified as special or hazardous.

For more information you can contact Mike Motor, REM Program Manager, by telephone at 217/524-0933, and by email at Michael.motor@illinois.gov.  You can also find REM Program information at Illinoisrecycles.com.  Finally, the following link provides REM Program information.

http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Recycling/Grants/REM_Program.htm 

Web Chat to Highlight Business Credit Management
Ellen Thrasher, SBA’s director of Business and Community Initiatives, and Michael McGeehan, government customer manager at Dun & Bradstreet, will answer questions Thursday, January 31 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., ET

WHO: Ellen Thrasher, SBA’s Director of Business & Community Initiatives, and Michael McGeehan, Government Customer Manager with Dun & Bradstreet, will host the January Web chat on “Managing Business Credit.”  Thrasher and McGeehan will share their expertise in business development and the value of managing business credit, and answer questions to help chat participants learn the importance and use of business credit, to improve business profitability.  

WHAT: The SBA’s live Web chat series provides small business owners with the opportunity to have an online exchange about relevant business issues with experts, real-world industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chat via questions they submit online, in advance and during the session, with instant online answers.

WHEN: January 31, 2008, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (ET) Thrasher and McGeehan will answer questions for one hour.                        

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking “Online Business Chat.”  Web chat participants may post questions for before the January 31st chat by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/liveMeeting/jan08 and posting their questions online.  To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at http://www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html
2008 Environmental Workshops 
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency, Department of Natural Resources and numerous industry co-sponsors will be holding eight workshops around the state in January - March to educate the construction industry and other related industries about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, floodplains, endangered species and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about recycling options and energy efficient building.

Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Realtors, Property Managers, Building Maintenance Providers, Architects, Home Inspectors, Local Building & Zoning Officials & Inspectors are urged to attend.

A $35 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses.

Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 in the following cities on the dates below:

February   7, 2008     Springfield

February 20, 2008     Joliet

February 26, 2008     Moline

February 27, 2008     East Peoria

March       4, 2008     Downers Grove

March       5, 2008     Arlington Heights

Registration and location details may be found at www.ienconnect.com/enviro. If you have questions or would like to register for one of the workshops, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Helpline at 800.252.3998, or send an e-mail to dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov.

SBA Economic Impact Study
SBA has released the agency's latest economic impact study of its entrepreneurial development programs including Small Business Development Centers, Women's Business Centers and SCORE.  Please click on the follow link to access the study results: http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_program_office/ed_impact_study_05.pdf 

Website of the Week - www.bettermanagement.com
BetterManagement.com provides articles, webcasts, and conferences addressing performance management financial management, business intelligence, IT management, risk management and other critical business management issues.  They offer live webcasts and use experts from around the world and they are free to participate, after you register.   There is no charge to register.    Archived webcasts are also available free and on demand.    Take advantage of the expertise and programming offered this website.    Visit them at: www.bettermanagement.com
Resource of the Week - "The Employment Hour"

"The Employment Hour" is a visionary effort to benefit both employers and employees by providing a platform for education and for the exchange of ideas and information.    Their mission is to inform, motivate and educate employers and employees. They aim to do this thru a unique combination of the Radio, TV and the Internet to deliver and reinforce the message.  The initial launch of the show is in the Chicago market, with plans to develop it into a national show, later.   When you visit their website, you will be able to watch an archived program with a guest named Charles Krugel.    Some Chicagoland area centers are familiar with him and have already had Mr. Krugel work with your center as an employment law seminar speaker.   Check out this unique resource at: www.theemploymenthour.com
Moves and News 

We would like to welcome Mr. Ryan Gleason to the IEN Business Information Center office in Springfield.   Ryan has joined the Call Center staff and will be with us through June 2008.   He will be assisting callers to the 800 number.   Ryan is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Springfield with a degree in political studies.    Welcome Ryan.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
