
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January 25, 2010
In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL IEN CENTERS

-  ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

-  EDA FUNDS TO SUPPORT ENTREPRENEURSHIP

-  SAVE THE DATE – RURAL CONFERENCE

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL IEN CENTERS

IEN Centers, when you receive your executed agreement, please take some time to review the “Welcome Packet” which starts with a letter from Director Warren Ribley.  This packet contains some very important information, including a “Report Deliverable Schedule.”   A listing of reports which must be submitted to DCEO is contained in this section, along with the due dates.  Please be sure that you are familiar with these dates!  If you have any questions please contact your Network Coordinator. 
ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

Construction Industry, Code Officials, Architects, & Engineers Urged to Attend Environmental Workshops - The Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with other state and federal agencies will be hosting workshops around the state in January & February to raise awareness of regulatory requirements in the construction, demolition, and property management industries.     Topics will include regulations regarding floodplains, asbestos, lead, radon, storm water, endangered species review, OSHA as well as, energy efficiency incentives and USEPA's Indoor airPLUS Program.   Small businesses as well as local officials are encouraged to attend.  In addition, the course will satisfy requirements for professional development hours/continuing education units for professional engineers, architects and radon professionals. 

Locations include: 

· January 28th      Stoney Creek Inn, East Peoria

· February 9th      John A Logan College, Carterville

· February 10th    The Regency Conference Center, O'Fallon

· February 23rd    Harper College, Palatine  

For more information visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call 800/252-3998. 
Special thanks to the members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network that are supporting this year’s workshops – the Illinois SBDC at Harper College, the Illinois SBDC at Bradley University, the Illinois SBDC at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College. 
EDA FUNDS TO SUPPORT ENTREPRENEURSHIP
EDA Makes $37 Million Available to Create Jobs and Support Entrepreneurship - The U.S. Commerce Department’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) has announced that nearly $37 million in grants is available to help communities suffering from the adverse effects of import competition develop ways to more effectively compete in the global economy. The funding is available under EDA’s Community Trade Adjustment Assistance (Community TAA) Program, which was created in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
 
“The Community TAA Program will help American communities develop strategies and projects that will transform their communities and help them regain economic competitiveness.  By funding projects that support innovation and entrepreneurship and encourage regional collaboration we are able to partner with communities to create a framework for sustainable economic development for years to come,” U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Economic Development John R. Fernandez said. 
 
Funds will be disbursed through EDA’s six regional offices in the form of grants to communities (cities, counties, or other political subdivisions of a state or a consortium of political subdivision of a state) to create jobs and generate private sector investment by promoting comprehensive, entrepreneurial and innovation-based economic development efforts.  
 
The notice published in the Federal Register may be viewed at: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-273.pdf 

SAVE THE DATE – RURAL CONFERENCE

The 21st Annual Rural Community Economic Development Conference will be held March 3-4, 2010 at the Holiday Inn City Centre in Peoria, IL.  Learn about innovative practices, techniques, and tools you can use to address the issues critical to you and your community.  Online registration will be available on January 25, 2010 at www.iira.org. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

How does the contact/company duplicate check feature work?  -  When creating new client and contact records, either via the Client Merlin or via their respective data entry forms, there is a duplicate search feature that you can use to ensure that the new client or contact record you are creating is not a duplicate of an existing client or contact record. This feature is accessible at any time by clicking the duplicate search icon that is available on all client and contact data entry forms. In addition to manually using the duplicate search feature, a system administrator can also configure WebCATS to automatically perform a duplicate search every time a new client or contact record is created. This is in place for all WebCATS users.

When a duplicate search is performed for client records, WebCATS returns client records belonging to any center that have:

A similar company name (i.e. the first three letters match) and/or…  An identical company phone number 

When a duplicate search is performed for contact records, WebCATS returns contact records belonging to any center that have:

A similar last and first name (i.e. the first three letters of the last name and the first letter of the  first name match) and/or… An identical e-mail address 

When returning possible duplicates, WebCATS lets you decide how restrictive the duplicate search should be. At the top of the return duplicate screen, you are provided with several search options, each one getting progressively less restrictive. The option highlighted is the one that WebCATS is currently respecting, but you can narrow or widen your search by selecting an option above or below it. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.entrepreneurship.org/   

The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and the U.S. Commerce Department’s International Trade Administration (ITA) have formed a new public-private partnership focused on leveraging best practices in entrepreneurial leadership to advance economic growth around the world.  The goal of this partnership is to assist all nations in developing the environment to allow entrepreneurs to organize and operate a business venture, create wealth, and employ people.  You can access the website at www.entrepreneurship.org/ 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - Enterprise City 
Many of you may have already discovered the Crain’s Chicago Business has a small business blog called Enterprise City. This site can be a great resource for stories, small business tips, information and other tools that could be helpful for you and your clients.   http://www.chicagobusiness.com/cgi-bin/blogs/ecity.pl
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

On CENTERCONNECT  you will find additional information in the “Disaster Assistance Resources” document library in the left hand column of the main CENTERCONNECT page.  In this section you will find a number of announcements, resources, presentations and other information that you may find helpful.  
MOVES AND NEWS 

SBA’s Export Experts Offer Help on Going International - Web Chat with SBA’s Office of International Trade - Thursday, January 28, 2010, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., ET

The SBA’s January Web Chat will highlight exporting basics and general SBA capital and credit programs for small business owners.  Entering foreign markets can be a great way to boost sales and SBA offers loan programs to help small businesses expand or develop an export market. Business owners can find out if they are ready for exporting and learn more
about how to get started.

WHO: Richard Ginsburg and Patrick Tunison of SBA’s Office of International Trade will co-host the January Web Chat on “Small Business Exporting and Access to Credit.”  Ginsburg and Tunison will answer questions on how to grow a business through exporting.

WHAT: SBA’s Web chat series, providing small business owners with an opportunity to discuss relevant business issues online with experts, industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Chat participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online in advance and during the live session, with instant answers.

WHEN: January 28, 2010, 1 p.m. ET - Ginsburg and Tunison will answer questions for one hour.      

HOW: Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov and clicking “Online Business Chat.”  Web chat participants may post questions before the January 28th chat by visiting http://web.sba.gov/livemeeting/Jan10/ and posting their questions online. 

To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at http://www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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