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December 2005 Statistical Report 
Attached you will find the December 2005 Statistical Report for the following partners of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network:  Illinois SBDCs, SBDC ITCs/NOCs, PTACs, IEN BIC and the Illinois Environmental Assistance Program.

 

 

WMRC's FY07 Research Solicitation Announcement Now Online
The Illinois Waste Management Research Center (WMRC) announces the posting of its annual research solicitation on the WMRC website, http://www.wmrc.uiuc.edu. The solicitation can be found by clicking on "Research Funding", and then by clicking on "FY07 Solicitation". Proposals in response to this solicitation will be funded with FY07 research funds, as available, with projects beginning no earlier than September 1, 2006. Please pay close attention to the proposal submittal guidelines and to information in the solicitation to insure that you prepare all the documentation required for submittal. Note that the deadline for proposal receipt is Friday, February 24, at 5pm.

 

 

USPTO Kicks Off Town Hall Meeting in Chicago February 1
In an upcoming series of Town Hall Meetings, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will provide background information regarding proposed new rule changes. The first Town Hall Meeting will be held February 1, 2006, in Chicago, IL. The USPTO and Northwestern University will co-sponsor the event at the downtown campus of Northwestern University in the Arthur Rubloff Building, Thorne Auditorium. The meeting will be held from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

 

The proposed rule changes relate to the examination of claims, continuing applications, requests for continued examination and applications containing patentable indistinct claims. The changes will make the patent examination process more effective and efficient by reducing the amount of rework by the USPTO and the time it takes for the patent review process. In addition they will improve the quality of issued patents and ensure that the USPTO continues to promote innovation.

 

Commissioner for Patents John Doll and James Toupin, the agency's general counsel, will provide an overview of the challenges the USPTO faces and the reasons why the proposed new rules are necessary. A question and answer session will follow immediately after their presentations. 

Registration is free and CLE credit may be available.

 

The Town Hall Meetings are for patent attorneys, patent agents, independent inventors and members of the small business community.

For registration information, please go to <http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/townhall.htm> or call 571-272-8850. Details regarding future Town Hall Meetings in California, Texas and Washington, D.C., will be posted on the USPTO Web site at a later date.

 

For announcement on the USPTO web site see: http://www.uspto.gov/
 

 

"Small Business Start-up" to kick off 2006  SBA Live Web Chat Series
SBA's Cheryl A. Mills will answer questions on small business basics Thursday, January 26, 2006, from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., EST

WASHINGTON - Cheryl A. Mills, associate deputy administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration's Office of Entrepreneurial Development, will kick off the SBA's January Web chat on "Do You Know How to Start a Small Business?"

Mills will share information on what entrepreneurs need to know when starting a business and how they can utilize the SBA's resources and services.  Mills will answer questions from participants on Thursday, January 26, 2006, from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., EST.

This first live Web chat for 2006 will engage business owners in a national dialogue on what business basics to know before starting a business, and provide chat participants with real-world tools and resources they can use, including the key resource partners of Small Business Development Centers www.ilsbdc.biz (SBDC), SCORE, Women's Business Centers and the SBA's Small Business Training Network of online courses, workshops and e-learning tools.

Mills manages the SBA's technical assistance programs providing information, training and business counseling for 2.4 million small business owners nationwide.  With a budget of $200 million, leveraged by state and local funding, her office provides this service through a variety of business development networks across the nation.  Small business counseling, mentoring, education and training programs are offered at colleges, universities, economic development and business non-profit
organizations through more than 950 Small Business Development Centers, 390 SCORE Chapter locations and 90 Women's Business Centers.  In addition,
small business owners can also receive training and counseling services 24/7 through many of these programs, as well as through 21 courses offered through the Small Business Training Network www.sba.gov/training.

The SBA's live Web chat series provides business owners with the opportunity to have conversations about relevant business issues with industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Participants will have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online in advance and during the session, with instantaneous answers.

Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov, and clicking "Your Small Business Voice Online Chat".  Web chat participants may post a question for Mills before the January 26th chat by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/liveMeeting/liveMills/intro.cfm and posting their questions online.

To review archives of past live Web chats, visit online at http://www.sba.gov/chats/.
 

 

Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 Comments
On January 18, 2006, the Office of Advocacy (Advocacy) filed a comment with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to discuss regulatory impacts
and available alternatives in response to the FCC’s proposed rule implementing the Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 (JFPA).  The FCC acknowledged that this rule would have far-reaching impact on small businesses and asked for comment on a number of issues surrounding implementation of the JFPA.

Advocacy's letter can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/fcc06_0118.pdf and a Fact Sheet summarizing Advocacy's letter at
http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/factsfcc06_0118.pdf.

For previous Advocacy correspondence concerning the JFPA issue, please visit http://www.sba.gov/advo/laws/comments/telecommunications.html.

If you have any questions regarding Advocacy’s position on this issue, please do not hesitate to contact Eric Menge at 202-205-6949.

 

 

Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship Center Newsletter - January 2006
Welcome to the inaugural Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship (HSIEC) email newsletter. Many developments have occurred since HSIEC

launched on October 7, 2005 at Northwestern University as part Governor Rod R. Blagojevich's State of the State commitment "to make Illinois the nation's homeland security industry leader."

 

As a primary objective, HSIEC will focus on the security and surety of transportation systems and logistics networks to safeguard people, goods, and commerce. To accomplish this task, the Center recruited a world-class group of Advisory Board Members and held its first Advisory Board meeting on December 13, 2005. We are very fortunate to have their help in achieving our goal to be a positive force in Illinois
 economic growth. To read more about our Advisory Board, please go here:

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org/dojo/218/HSIEC_AdvisoryBoard_FINAL.pdf 
 

Other accomplishments in 2005 included the hiring of Lauren Lienemann as our Venture Development Manager to help manage our Challenge Grant business

development assistance program. In addition, we launched our web site: 

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org/  http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org. Here you will find information about our mission and objectives, our Challenge Grant program and other federal and state grant opportunities as well as important news and information.

 

Challenge Grant Seeking Applicants - HSIEC's Challenge Grant program is open for business. We are actively seeking qualified applicants. HSIEC, with financial support from the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, administers an Illinois Entrepreneurship Network Challenge Grant program targeted to high growth Illinois companies. The purpose of the Challenge Grant is to assist potential high-growth businesses in obtaining professional services for comprehensive business development assistance. The standard funding available for each individual award is $5,000. Recipients are required to provide a cash match of 100 percent of the grant amount.

 

HSIEC gives preference to companies demonstrating the pursuit of products or services that clearly meet a published request by the Department of Homeland

Security via the Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency, the Transportation Security Agency or a state or local government agency, or

products that fulfill a well-defined commercial market need. HSIEC also gives special consideration to applicants whose products or services provide a dual commercial benefit. 

 

For further information, please read more about our Challenge Grant here:

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org/dojo/218/v.jsp?p=/awards-application 
If you are a potential candidate, we would like to hear from you. Please contact Lauren Lienemann, Venture Development Manager, at 847.491.3211 or

l-lienemann@northwestern.edu , or Bret Johnson, Director of HSIEC, at 847.491.2194 or  bretj@northwestern.edu.

 

Homeland Security Small Business Program - For companies developing innovative technologies and products for the homeland security marketplace, the Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA) Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) program is worth investigating. HSARPA
s SBIR program mission is to 
enhance the safety and security of America
s people, institutions and way of life.
 Their goal is to dramatically increase the participation of small businesses in Research and Development as well as Federal Research programs and to encourage the industry to incorporate homeland security solutions into real

life. For more information: http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.hsarpasbir.com/ http://www.hsarpasbir.com/
 

HSARPA readily admits that it does not have all of the answers and seeks your help. HSARPA is looking to the private sector to provide ideas about future solicitation topics for high risk research. They seek help on solicitation topics at: <

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.hsarpasbir.com/TopicRecommend.asp http://www.hsarpasbir.com/TopicRecommend.asp
 

In addition, HSARPA seeks to foster collaborative research and business assistance among researchers and small business. To achieve this end, they provide a tool for online collaboration at: http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.hsarpasbir.com/Collaboration.asp
http://www.hsarpasbir.com/Collaboration.asp
 

To receive notice of upcoming SBIR solicitations or Broad Agency Announcements for federal funding from HSARPA, you can sign up for HSARPA's mailing list at:

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.davincinetbook.com/hsarpa/listserv/listserv.asp
http://www.davincinetbook.com/hsarpa/listserv/listserv.asp
 

Upcoming Events

 

Contest - 

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.rrvec.com/Homeland%20Security%20Business%20Plan%20Contest.htm 

Rock River Valley Entrepreneurship Center Homeland Security Business Plan Contest.

Submissions due on January 13, 2006, Rockford, IL

 

Training -

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/conf_grantsIL06.htm 
Homeland Defense Grants Training Workshop

February 8, 2006, Peoria, IL

 

Conference -

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.bradley.edu/turnercenter/hsmd/ 
Opportunities for Manufacturers in the Homeland Security Market

February 9, 2006, Peoria, IL

 

Briefing -

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org/dojo/218/HSMD%20DC%20Event.pdf 
Highlighting Homeland Security Private Sector Capabilities and Public-Private Partnerships in the State of Illinois

February 28, 2006, Washington, DC

-------------

For more information about events, news, and press releases please visit and bookmark

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.homelandsecurityiec.org/dojo/218/v.jsp?p=/news 

News&Events at our website.

If you received this newsletter from a friend and would like to sign up for our newsletter, please email your contact information to:

hsiec@northwestern.edu 

-------------

The Homeland Security Innovation & Entrepreneurship Center is a partnership between Northwestern University 

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.northwestern.edu 

and the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity's Homeland Security Market Development Bureau 

http://intouch.arctg.com/arcmail/link?rid=132708&mid=415&hid=979&url=http://www.hsmd.illinois.gov/hs/  

and Illinois Entrepreneurship Network

http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Entrepreneurship+and+Small+Business/Illinois+Entrepreneurship+Network/     .
 

 

Examples of Illinois Companies' Patenting Activities
 

Examples of Illinois Companies' Patenting Activities

2000-2004: ECONOMIC IMPACT

Compiled by the staff of the Illinois State Library
 

 
 


315 Patents
Abbott Park, Illinois

Gross Profits:  $10.80 billion
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 MOTOROLA, INC. 


1071 Patents
1303 E. Algonquin Road, Schaumburg, IL 60196
Gross Profit:    $10.50 billion
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 DEERE + COMPANY  

79 Patents   

One John Deere Place, Moline, IL 61265

Gross Profit:  $6.7 billion
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KRAFT FOODS HOLDINGS, INC. 

65 Patents 
 3 Lakes Dr., Northfield, IL 60093

 Gross Profit:   $11.89 billion 
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    BAXTER INTERNATIONAL INC. 

198 Patents                                                                     

1 Baxter Pkwy. Deerfield, IL 60015

Gross Profit:    $3.92 billion
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 CATERPILLAR INC.       


1008 Patents   
100 NE Adams St. Peoria, IL 61629

Gross Profits $7.83 billion       
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 ILLINOIS TOOL WORKS INC.        


405 Patents  
3600 W. Lake Ave., Glenview, IL 60026-1215.

Gross Profit: $4.14 billion
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 NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY  

111 Patents  
555 Clark Street
Evanston, IL 60208-1230

2004 Revenue:            1115.60 M
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 UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS  


157 Patents     

601 E. John Street
Champaign, IL 61820-5711

2004 Revenue: $2900.00 million
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UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO  

128 Patents
1427 East 60th Street
Chicago, IL 60637 U.S.A.
2003  Revenue: $1699.00 million
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NAVIGATION TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION 





115 Patents 

222 Merchandise Mart Suite 900, Chicago, IL  60654

Gross Profit: $392.86 million 
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www.i-saverx.net/ 
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"Providing Guidance for Business Growth"



===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
===============================================================          
