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In Today's Weekly Connection:
  

-    Smart Energy Design Assistance Center - January 2007
-    Small Business Forum - IRS
-    City of Chicago Procurement Updates
-    Federal Disaster Assistance in Illinois
-    Job Announcement - Illinois SBDC Director at ICNC
-    December 2006 IEN Performance Statistics
 

 

Smart Energy Design Assistance Center - January 2007
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the January 2007 newsletter is now available 
at http:// www.sedac.org/pdf/newsletter3_1.pdf.   In this issue, you will find articles about:

• New Year's Energy Savings Resolutions 
• Commercial Building Energy Use Trends
• Illinois Electricity Rates Updates
• SEDAC Workshops and Training Opportunities
• Environmental Workshops for the Construction & Demolition Industry and Building Code Officials

For more information about the Small Business Smart Energy Program (SB$E), please contact SEDAC at info@sedac.org  or www.sedac.org.
 

 

Small Business Forum - IRS
The IRS Southern Illinois Small Business Forum is scheduled for March 21st, in Springfield, IL   Please assist assist us in marketing this great event by posting to your websites, newsletter and or magazine.  This year's event is going to be conducted a little different than the forum last year because it is only being scheduled for a half day from 8:30a.m. to 12:30p.m. and it will be more of a two-way roundtable type of event.  We not only want each presenter to make a presentation, but we would like to hear more from our participants concerning what services or products they are currently getting or using from each of our agencies, the quality of that service and products and what is or is not working, etc.  Please see the attachment for additional information. 
 
City of Chicago Procurement Updates
For your review and distribution, in the attached document you will find several updates on recent changes and enhancements implemented by the City of Chicago. 
 
 
Federal Disaster Assistance in Illinois
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) recently announced that federal disaster loans are available to small businesses located in the counties of Adams, Bond, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Christian, Clay, Clinton, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, Hancock, Hamilton, Henderson, Jackson, Jefferson, Jersey, Knox, Macoupin, Madison, Marion, Mason, McDonough, Menard, Mercer, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pike, Randolph, Richland, Sangamon, Saint Clair, Schuyler, Scott, Shelby, Warren, Washington, Wayne and White in the State of Illinois as result of damages and losses to crops caused by drought occurring January 1, 2006 and continuing.       "SBA's disaster declaration was issued as a result of a similar action taken by the Secretary of Agriculture to help farmers recover from damages and losses to crops," said Frank Skaggs, Director of SBA Field Operations Center East.


Under this declaration, SBA's Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program is available to farm-related and nonfarm-related small business concerns and small agricultural cooperatives that suffered economic injury as a direct result of this disaster. Farmers and ranchers are not eligible to apply to SBA, but nurseries are eligible to apply for economic injury disaster loans for losses caused by drought conditions.    Eligible small businesses may qualify for loans up to $1.5 million.
These loans are available at a 4 percent interest rate with loan terms up to 30 years. SBA determines eligibility for the program based on the size and type of business and its financial resources. Loan amounts and terms are set by SBA and are based upon each applicant's financial condition. Under this disaster declaration, SBA cannot provide loans to agricultural producers.

Interested business owners should contact SBA's Customer Service Center by calling 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired); Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. EST. 

 

Business loan applications can also be downloaded from the SBA's website at http://www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance. Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center - 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.     Completed loan applications must be returned to SBA no later than September 5, 2007

For more information about the SBA's Disaster Loan Programs, visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance 
 
Job Announcement - Illinois SBDC Director at ICNC
ICNC’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC) provides high quality business counseling and technical assistance services to new and emerging companies, working in synergy with the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.   In its first year and a half of operation, ICNC’s SBDC exceeded state performance measures and earned a reputation for producing results.    ICNC represents over 2,000 companies in the Kinzie Industrial Corridor and provides services which assist in their growth.   ICNC owns and operates a business incubator which houses 110 new and emerging small companies.  For more information see www.industrialcouncil.com

Activities & Responsibilities:  Manage SBDC activities and assume responsibility for all day-to-day operations including provision of counseling/educational services and timely completion of SBDC performance and financial reports.  Specific tasks include but are not limited to:

        Provide direct business counseling and training to small business owners 

        Plan, coordinate and market all SBDC programs and activities 

        Supervise and coordinate SBDC counseling and training activities

        Maintain a current reference library, referral list and client data base 

        Refer clients to appropriate resources and service providers as necessary

        Maintain client control records and management information system.

        Develop and monitor center's operational budget 

        Complete  timely and accurate SBDC reports and work closely with DCEO 

        Consult with area bankers, economic and community development agencies, and local/regional/state      agencies to identify and provide technical business assistance. 

        Identify potential funding sources

         Work with local business leaders, business organizations, Chambers of Commerce, community leaders and other economic development agencies to promote start-up business in Chicago.

         Work closely with ICNC Executive Director and Board of Directors on an ongoing basis to coordinate ICNC/SBDC activities, build team and maximize value to companies.

Qualifications:  3+ years providing business development assistance to small companies, and

        Strong communication, organization, finance and project management skills

        Ability to manage and motivate staff and work in fast-paced, team environment
        Knowledge of entrepreneurship essential; Entrepreneurial experience a plus
        Experience in small business development, manufacturing and marketing and/or experience with SBDC or similar government programs a plus, degree/masters in business preferred. 
Position reports to Executive Director. Competitive salary (commensurate with experience) and full benefits, including health/dental care and Simple IRA plan.  

Please fax resume to 312-421-1871 or email to joyce@industrialcouncil.com  or mail to ICNC, 2010 W. Fulton Street, Suite 280, Chicago, IL  60612  
for more information see www.industrialcouncil.com 
 

 

December 2006 IEN Performance Statistics
Included with this issue of the IEN Weekly Connection Newsletter you will find the December 2006 Statistical Report which includes monthly and calendar year performance information for several programs of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network (IEN).
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
