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2009 ASBDC CONFERENCE - CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

You are invited to submit a Conference Workshop Proposal for the 2009 ASBDC Call for Presentations.  ASBDC’s 29th Annual Conference will be held September 14th-17th, 2009 at the new Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel in Orlando, Florida.   All proposals are to be submitted online.
The deadline for submissions is 5:00 pm (EST), Friday, February 27, 2009.  Proposals will be vetted by members of the ASBDC Professional Development Committee. You will be contacted no later than April 30, 2009 whether or not your proposal has been accepted for presentation at the Conference in September.  Additional information regarding the, the Call for Presentations can be found on the ASBDC website:  http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/2009_Invitation_to_Present.pdf  
Please allow us to thank you in advance for submitting a proposal for the 2009 Annual Conference. Should you have any questions regarding the submission process, please don’t hesitate to contact Betsy Kaufman at ASBDC at: 703-764-9850.
ILLINOIS MODEL CONTRACTOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (MCDP)
The Illinois MCDP seeks to educate small, minority and women contractors about how to overcome industry challenges along with assisting participants in how to obtain surety bonds.  The program will offer unique, educational workshops that fit your industry along with possible procurement opportunities and professional introductions.  Participants will also learn about doing business with local, state, and federal agencies. 
The target audience for this program includes women and minority-owned, construction-related companies with annual revenue over $1,000,000.  However, the program is open to all contractors seeking to increase their business capacity, looking to better effectively run their operation, and/or build industry contacts.   
Program Schedule (Accelerated 1 day a week, Six Week Program Series)  Opening Reception/Program Begins January 27, 2009 thru March 3rd (Only on Tuesdays)
Program Cost: Receipt of a completed survey along with a $50 registration fee will serve as pre-registration for the class.   Checks need to be payable to the University of Illinois – Chicago and mailed to Antonio Lugo at 55 East Monroe, Suite 2810, Chicago, IL  60603. 
To learn more, please visit their website at: http://kennedyking.ccc.edu/construction/MCDP.html  

CONSTRUCTION TRADES - ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Natural Resources, Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Department of Public Health and the Emergency Management Agency have teamed up to present an overview of  laws and regulations that might affect the construction trades and related fields.    The workshop will cover issues ranging from potential environmental liabilities like mold, asbestos and lead, to development in floodplains and radon resistant building techniques.    

The five workshops will be held on the following dates at the named locations:

Palatine: Harper College, Wednesday, February 4th

Galesburg: Best Western Prairie Inn, Wednesday, February 18th

Decatur: Millikin University, Thursday, February 19th

Edwardsville: Southern Illinois University – Edwardsville, Tuesday, February 24th

Carbondale: Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, Wednesday, February 25th

More detail on the workshops can be found at:  www.ienconnect.com/enviro
FIRM SIZE DATA

U.S. Census Bureau employment size of firm data (partially funded by the Office of Advocacy) has been updated for 2006.  The data list the number of firms, establishments, employment and payroll by firm size for states and Metropolitan Areas by industry.  Data go back to data year 1988, making historical trend analysis possible.

The number of employer firms topped 6 million for the first time in 2006, reaching 6.02 million.  The growth in the number of employers has been pretty steady, with declines only occurring from 1990 to 1991 and annual gains over 100,000 only occurring twice in the last twenty years.  Small firms (fewer than 500 employees) represent the bulk of the private sector firms, 99.7 percent and 50 percent of the employment.

Data on firm turnover (starts and stops) and job churn will be available for 2005 to 2006 at a later date.

See http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/data.html  for data. 

Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov. 

2 DAY SBIR/STTR GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP
This Program is brought to you in part by the Illinois iBIO Entrepreneurship Center and the iBIO Institute.   It will focus on health and life sciences companies’ submissions to the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  This two-day intensive workshop will cover all aspects of writing SBIR/STTR grants.  Included topics are eligibility, sources of funding, agency differences, understanding what reviewers look for and step-by-step instruction on how to write each section of your proposal.  The workshop will cover all agencies, including Department of Defense, National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health, with detailed emphasis on NIH. 

The workshop will held on February 9th and 10th from 9am to 4pm.    The location is Bell, Boyd and Lloyd, LLP at 70 West Madison, 2nd Floor in Chicago.

Registration information: Price: $200 per attendee, $50 discount given to each additional registration from the same company when registered together. Seating is limited and you must pre-register by 2/5/09. Register online HERE or for questions contact: Ashley Allen 312.422.1111x7 or email ashley.allen@ibioinstitute.org
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS SBDC
Congratulations and Thank You to all of the Centers of the Illinois SBDC.    Calendar Year 2008 results are in and there is reason to be proud of the accomplishments.    There were 10,155 clients who received counseling assistance during 2008.   Even more people participated in training as there were 14,391 who benefited from workshops and seminars offered throughout the year.   In addition, access to capital assistance was a priority, with clients receiving over $162 million in debt and non debt financing.

Economic impact is the real measure of success in the Illinois SBDC.    As a result of the assistance provided, clients created 369 new businesses, while 243 were able to expand their existing business.   Job creation and retention figures were also impressive.    Illinois SBDC clients were able to create and retain 11,686 jobs.   These numbers are especially important as 2008 was a year of serious economic challenges.  Thanks to each of the Illinois SBDCs for all of your contributions to improving the Illinois economy and helping your clients reach their dreams.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - COMPARATIVE AWARDS REPORT
The Comparative Awards Report applies ONLY to the PTAC Program.   It allows you to see to see a side-by-side comparison of award activity over a three year time span.   Available by clicking the Comparative...button, found on the client record summary screen, you can compare award numbers per client or per award/agency type.

Note: As with all reports, the Comparative Award Report will only compare award information belonging to those clients that are part of the client record summary view at the time you click the Comparative...button.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.USATODAY.COM/MONEY/SMALLBUSINESS
This week's "Website of the Week" takes you to an article in the USA Today, written by Rhonda Abrams.   The article titled, "Strategies: President Obama, Small Businesses Need A WPA", is a letter to the new President, suggesting what she believes small businesses need to survive in this current economic environment.  Rhonda calls her concept of a rebuilding program for small businesses, the "Grow America" program.    She describes five components of her program and one of them is called the "Growth Team".    Here is her vision of how that team would work. 

  

Growth teams, on a local level, to assist individual small businesses and entrepreneurs in solving their specific problems. These teams would be composed of pre-qualified service providers from the private sector, with preference given to providers who are themselves small companies or self-employed, thus creating work for those companies as well.  Assisting them would be appropriate specialists such as Small Business Development Center (SBDC) counselors or Entrepreneurship professors from local universities.

To read the entire article, which was printed in the Friday, 1/16/09 edition of the USA Today, please click on the link below.

http://www.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/columnist/abrams/2009-01-16-small-business-wpa_N.htm
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WWW.TAKETHECOLD.COM/SPY
In sales, you're always taught to get information on companies and people before you call on them. But no one tells you how. The problem is when you look for information using popular search engines, most people receive way too many results. 

Sam Richter, former Executive Director of the Hill Research Library, can teach you to become an online "James Bond" and know more than you ever thought you could (or should) about your clients, prospects, and competition.  He will even give you some tools that will make your job easy, and make "Q" proud. Please feel free to join him for a Webinar on Thursday, January 22nd from 12:00 noon to 1:00pm CST. Learn more and register at: www.takethecold.com/spy
He is look forward to having you online next week. Sam Richter, CE0 SBR Worldwide, www.takethecold.com
MOVES AND NEWS
The IESBGA Spring Meeting has been scheduled for the afternoon of Thursday March 19th and the morning of Friday March 20th.    Please save these dates for this meeting which will be held in Decatur at Millikin University.   Information regarding the agenda and room blocks will be available in the near future.   We hope that each of you will plan on joining us for this very important meeting of the IESBGA.   PLEASE SAVE THE DATES OF 3/19 AND 3/20 !


 

      

     
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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