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Smart Grid 2011 – TODAY - Tuesday, January 18th in Chicago
New middle market opportunities driven by all energy demands make this a must attend event if you intend to capitalize on the growth in this dynamic sector.    Nationally recognized keynotes join over a dozen leaders including sector panels discussing the critical issues, developing markets and technology, and investments they have and will make. 

 

The Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) Chicago is a leader in the ACG global network of over 13,000 professionals. The ACG Chicago mission is to be the premier network in Northern Illinois for experts and decision-making professionals focused on strategies for increasing stakeholder value. 
This afternoon program will be ACG Chicago’s 7th targeted Forum delving into the important Cleantech market segment. These programs, both highly focused like this event and collaborative like the Midwest Alternative Energy Venture Forum, are coupled with other ongoing explorations such as Cleantech Market Trends and Is Venture Capital Still a Valid Asset Class. Collectively, these programs and the networking resulting from them allow the world’s largest regional network of middle market corporate growth executives’ access to and understanding of this key sector of future economic growth.


Smart Grid 2011 will be held on Tuesday, January 18th, 2011 from 1:15pm - 7:30pm at the Standard Club located at 320 South Plymouth Court in Chicago.

NOTE: Anyone from the IEN may use DCEO as their promo code (and then hit update) to get the ACG member rates.

A link to the site for registration and additional information can be found below.

http://www.acgchicago.com/events/event.aspx?F_d=01%2f18%2f2011&F_y=2011&F_m=1&EventId=2564&
Tax Changes for Small Businesses

During 2010, new laws, such as the Affordable Care Act and the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010, created or expanded deductions and credits that small businesses and self-employed individuals should consider when completing their tax returns and making business decisions in 2011.  Topics covered in this IRS update include:
Health Insurance Deduction Reduces Self Employment Tax
Small Business Health Care Tax Credit
General Business Credit for Employers
Small Businesses Can Benefit from Higher Expensing / Depreciation Limits
Depreciation limits on business vehicles
50 or 100 Percent Bonus Depreciation
Small Businesses To Use EFTPS for Deposits Beginning in 2011
To learn more details about all of the above tax topics for small business, please click on:

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=233824,00.html
Creating Better Business Goals in 2011

Having clear, defined goals is a great way to keep moving your business forward and ensure you’re on the path to success. However, sometimes it’s difficult to create solid goals for your business, and it can be even harder to actually attain them. 

Below are some tips for creating better business goals in 2011. You owe it to your business to do it right.

Evaluate your business

Set goals that excite you

Make it specific

Make it attainable

Create milestone goals

Create a plan for how you’ll get there

It goes without saying that creating clear business goals is an important step in consistently moving your business forward and growing your brand. However, not all goals are created equal. The best goals are the ones that are specific, plotted and allow you to control the final outcome.

To learn details about these tips and how to implement them, please click on the link below to the full article.

http://smallbiztrends.com/2011/01/better-business-goals-2011.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+SmallBusinessTrends+%28Small+Business+Trends%29
IEN Program Success Of The Week - Illinois Small Business Development Center

The calendar year 2010 accomplishments are now in for the Illinois SBDC and we would like to congratulate each of the Centers who contributed to these results.  The Illinois SBDC provided business advice to 10,356 clients and an additional 18,266 participated in training events.   They assisted those individuals in securing over $138 million in debt and non debt financing in calendar year 2010.   There are now 345 new businesses in the state as a result of their assistance and 223 existing businesses were given the help they needed to expand.   All of this assistance resulted in the creation and retention of 9,513 jobs in Illinois.

Congratulations and a huge Thank You to all of the Illinois Small Business Development Centers for your efforts and commitment to providing quality business advice to Illinois small businesses and entrepreneurs.

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

You’ve asked for them — and now they’re on their way: Scorecards!  The next build of WebCATS will be able to generate scorecards on a per-counselor, per-center, per-region and per-program basis.  By attaching a set of goals to a system or custom worksheet, a scorecard can be based on any criteria desired.  It can also be attached to any user account in the database.  Once attached to a user account, the scorecard displays on that user’s home page immediately upon login — in the Scorecard Dashboard !   The new build is now set to be released in late January.

Website Of The Week - www.bizSugar.com
What is bizSugar?   If you’ve felt overwhelmed by the massive amount of business information online, then this site is for you. bizSugar is a social bookmarking and networking site for small business and medium-sized business owners and managers. It allows you to submit, share and vote for the best business information links on the Internet.

bizSugar makes it easier to learn about new business strategies, tactics, and news. You can discover websites that provide answers to many of your business challenges, meet other business owners and managers that share your interests, and help others by sharing your knowledge.

Most importantly, bizSugar will save you an incredible amount of time. The biz Sugar voting system incorporates the wisdom of the masses to funnel through the Internet fluff and provide you with the most useful ideas and news that affects your business. This allows entrepreneurs to spend more time enjoying their lives and less time reading.

So remember, if you like a story on this site, be sure to vote for it. Or as we like to say, “give ‘em a little sugar!”

To check out this site, please click on: www.bizSugar.com
Resource Of The Week - Microsoft Offering Free Webinars for All SBDC Clients
One of the major concerns of small businesses today is their investment in technology. In fact for many, it's the second-largest expense they'll make.  Questions about when to invest, why to upgrade and how to deploy new software, operating systems, or servers can be confusing.

These webcasts will be a great opportunity to help you find answers to many of your questions about Microsoft's software solutions such as Windows 7, Microsoft Office, and Online Services. 

FREE Webinar: Microsoft-Upgrade Your Desktop With Office 2010
Tuesday, January 25th - 2:00pm to 2:45pm

FREE Webinar: Microsoft-Upgrade Your Desktop With Windows 7
Tuesday, February 22nd -  2:00pm to 2:45pm

FREE Webinar: Microsft-Online Services/Office 365
Tuesday, March 22nd - 2:00pm to 2:45pm

Details coming soon!

FREE Webinar: Microsoft-How To Build A Technology Plan Into Your Business Plan
Tuesday, April 26th - 2:00pm to 2:45pm

FREE Webinar: Microsoft-Build Your Online Marketing
Tuesday, May 17th - 2:00pm to 2:45pm

Details coming soon!

What's New On CenterConnect 
	On CenterConnect you will find the December 2010 IEN Performance Report for the Illinois SBDC, SBDC ITC, PTAC, BIC, SBEAP and ECs.  You will also find a copy of the FFY11 Illinois SBDC Performance Report through December.  

Moves And News

Mr. David Boulay has been named President of the Illinois Manufacturing Extension Center (IMEC). Currently the Deputy Director of the North Carolina Manufacturing Extension Partnership, Boulay succeeds Bob Weinstein, who will remain with IMEC as President-Emeritus until retiring in August of 2011.  
Under Boulay’s leadership, the North Carolina MEP in 2009 generated $346 million in verified sales, cost savings and productivity benefits for its manufacturing clients, helping create or retain nearly 1,300 high wage jobs.

Boulay holds a Ph.D in Workforce Development and Education, an M.B.A., and a B.S. in Operations Management.  He will be based at IMEC’s Headquarters offices at Bradley University. His first day at IMEC is January 18th.

BoeFly - Free Webinar on Thursday, January 20th at 1pm

Many of you may have met BoeFly when they exhibited at the 2010 ASBDC Conference in San Antonio, Texas but for those of you who didn't get a chance, this company is worth the look. 

 

BoeFly is an online service that connects small business borrowers with hundreds of lenders in your community and around the country quickly and efficiently. With BoeFly, you can work with your clients to complete a single complete loan request that will be matched with and reviewed by multiple compatible lenders.   The more lenders that look at your client's loan request, the better the chance of it getting funded.

 

As part of BoeFly's commitment to supporting small business as the engine of our economy, ASBDC is collaborating with BoeFly so SBDC counselors, like you, can attain free access to BoeFly's loan origination marketplace to help your clients secure financing.

 

The ASBDC and BoeFly invite you to attend this webinar so you can begin to learn about this lending platform.     

 

Here a few of the topics BoeFly will cover:

· How do I receive my FREE BoeFly account? 

· Who are the lenders on BoeFly? 

· How your SBDC makes sure their local lenders can take part 

· What training resources are available to the SBDC Business Advisors and their clients

To register, please click on the following link: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/342624329
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===========================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===========================================================






