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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  INFORMATION SESSION - EOGP

-  ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

-  ELECTRONICS AND SUSTAINABILITY SYMPOSIUM

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

INFORMATION SESSION - EOGP

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) has issued a Request for Application for the Employment Opportunities Grant Program (EOGP).  Application deadline is February 18, 2010. You are invited to an information session to your questions answered about this opportunity.  The Session will be held: 

Monday, January  25, 2010  

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

DCEO Office

620 E. Adams St., Theatre

Springfield, IL 

Click on EOGP for more information or contact: Deveda Francois, Program Manager, (312) 793-9702 or at Deveda.Francois@Illinois.gov  
ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

PLEASE NOTE REVISED DATES: Construction Industry, Code Officials, Architects, & Engineers Urged to Attend Environmental Workshops - The Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with other state and federal agencies will be hosting workshops around the state in January & February to raise awareness of regulatory requirements in the construction, demolition, and property management industries.     Topics will include regulations regarding floodplains, asbestos, lead, radon, storm water, endangered species review, OSHA as well as, energy efficiency incentives and USEPA's Indoor airPLUS Program.   Small businesses as well as local officials are encouraged to attend.  In addition, the course will satisfy requirements for professional development hours/continuing education units for professional engineers, architects and radon professionals. 

Locations include:  

· January 28th      Stoney Creek Inn, East Peoria

· February 9th      John A Logan College, Carterville

· February 10th    The Regency Conference Center, O'Fallon

· February 23rd    Harper College, Palatine 
 
For more information visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call 800/252-3998. 

Special thanks to the members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network that are supporting this year’s workshops – the Illinois SBDC at Harper College, the Illinois SBDC at Bradley University, the Illinois SBDC at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College. 

ELECTRONICS AND SUSTAINABILITY SYMPOSIUM

The agenda for the Electronics and Sustainability Symposium http://www.istc.illinois.edu/sei/ scheduled for February 23rd and 24th here in Champaign is really starting to shape up.  The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center and Sustainable Electronics Initiative have Paul Anastas, President Obama's recently appointed Director for the Office of Research and Development in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, scheduled to give the keynote address and multiple other prominent speakers from academia, government and industry.  Please help us to spread the word about the event.    Also, you are encouraged to check out the progress on the  Sustainable Electronics Initiative by going to the the website at http://www.sustainelectronics.illinois.edu/

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 
Toluca Tailoring specializes in made-to-measure, Men's and Women's suits and uniforms from the fabric of your choice. They ensure a perfect pattern and faultless fit for each of your customers. They pride themselves in their extended personal service. 


In 2009 Valerie started the process of connecting to government contracting with the assistance of the Illinois PTAC at Illinois Central College.  Linda Krendick, Director at the PTAC advised Valerie on marketing her business to federal, state and local government agencies. Valerie attended the Heart of Illinois trade show and met with buyers from the City of Peoria, County of Peoria and Illinois State University. Valerie thought this was a perfect fit for police, fire and band uniforms. Valerie also extended her search into military uniforms and registered as a vendor with the Defense Logistics Agency online bid process called DIBBS. Valerie submitted several bids to the United States Army, Air Force and Navy for men’s and women’s dress uniforms. She received a site visit at her facility in Minonk from the DSCP.  All was going good with the potential for several million in contracts.  Then the economy took a nose drive and the government was not able to budget for new uniforms.  Linda Krendick enlisted the help of John Whalen at DCEO and the 18th Congressional Office in Washington, D.C.  All advised that the contract was not awarded, so this left a window of hope for Toluca Tailoring. 


Linda Krendick received a distressing email from Valerie on January 5, 2010 with “Near the End” as the title. 


“Linda, 
We're still waiting on a contract award. The DSCP started in December to make awards on this new Army dress uniform. They awarded the skirt and one of the three coat contracts. We didn't make an offer on the awarded coat contract.

 
To be honest with you, if we don't get a contract by Jan. 18 or near the end of the month, I will have to declare bankruptcy. Toluca Tailoring has been bleeding my other company just to keep the lights on. The little bit of custom work that was coming in, dried up to the point that it's not worth it for my employees to come off unemployment.  We're at the end here. I don't know what else to do.  I don't drive to the factory everyday to save on gas. 

Kindly, Valerie Lilley” 

Linda Krendick called John Whalen and they discussed Valerie's options. Linda Krendick called Valerie and told her she did the best job she could do and she still had the potential. 


On January 13, 2009 at 1:13 PM Valerie wrote another email to her banker, PTAC, DCEO and all the people that helped her over the last year: 

Yeah! We were just awarded the contract. See below and attachments. 
SPM1C1-10-D-1036 
ITEM: Coat, Men’s, P/W, Gab, Navy Blue Shade #3346 
NSN: 8405-01-510-3574(s)This is an indefinite quantity type contract for the following quantities: 
Minimum Quantity: 1,248Ea. 
Annual Estimated Quantity: 3,120 Ea. 
Maximum Quantity: 3,900 Ea. 

Toluca Tailoring was awarded a one year contract with a four year option with the first year value minimum $98,317. 

Valerie Lilley's faith in her company, Toluca Tailoring and her perseverance as a business women paid off. Congratulations go out to Valerie on her success and to Linda and the Illinois PTAC at ICC.   Great Job ! ! 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

Once I have generated a worksheet, what can I do with it?  -   From a generated worksheet, you can review the records that contribute to the worksheet, recalculate the report numbers (after making record edits), and/or print the report.     

Reviewing, Recalculating, and Printing Worksheets  -  You can click any line item total in the worksheet output screen to display a summarized view of all records whose values contributed to that total. If needed, you can edit these records and then click the Recalculate button to recalculate your totals so that your corrections are reflected in the worksheet output. 

When you are satisfied with your worksheet output, you can display it in a format suitable for printing by clicking the Printable Version button that displays at the top of the report output window. Then, use Internet Explorer's File|Print option to print your output to a local or network printer. To return to the default worksheet output view from the printable worksheet view, simply click the worksheet title that displays near the top of the output window.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.vetbizresourcecenter.com  

The Virginia SBDC Network received an SBA Veterans Assistance and Services Program grant late in 2008. The grant involved developing a website to help veteran entrepreneurs 

deal with:

· making the transition from being in the service to being a small-business owner

· obtaining financing for their business

· learning how to become a government contractor

· developing a deployment plan for Reservists and Guards

Launched in November, www.vetbizresourcecenter.com  contains four modules, each covering one of the topics listed above. Each module contains a 5-minute (or so) Flash movie and a list of printable PDF resources containing much more information on different aspects of the subject. We expect veterans to listen to the Flash movie to get an overview of the subject and its relevance to them, then print out the appropriate PDFs to use as references as they tackle the issues.

The Virginia SBDC also created a YouTube video to direct people to the website: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omtXfAwPQT4 .

When you look at the website and video, you’ll see that it was deliberately designed not to be Virginia centric. Even the YouTube video shows only two references to Virginia – the winner of the Virginia Veteran Award of the Year and a business counselor from the Mason SBDC. 

Please feel free to utilize this website for your centers. Feel free to to include the website in your resource materials for veterans and to use the PDF resources.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – IRS NEWS FOR SMALL BUSINESS 

IRS NEWS FOR SMALL BUSINESS - FEBRUARY 2010

● Archived material from a recent identity theft webinar and other presentations is available. 

●The Virtual Small Business Tax workshop has been updated and is ready for small businesses wishing to learn.

● IRS.gov has educational materials to help recognize and avoid the pitfalls of “too good to be true” abusive tax schemes.

● e-commerce links:

▪ Tax Consequences of Virtual World Transactions Online games create computer-generated settings for multiple users to interact as characters called avatars. These avatars frequently exchange goods and services in both the real and virtual worlds. Cyber-economic activities in the online world may have tax consequences that real world avatar counterparts need to consider.

 ▪ E-Business & E-Commerce Tax Center.   (Other Tax Centers include the Agricultural Industry and the Trucking Industry)

▪ Electronic Business is a term representing the impact of computers, telecommunications, electronic payment systems, computer software, data networks, and other technologies on business transactions and business practices.   E-Business is more encompassing than just E-Commerce and includes the internal operations of a business, such as purchasing, accounting, and internal information management technologies.

 ● Find  The “What Ifs” of an Economic Downturn.

● There are new procedures to determine the amount of income tax to withhold from nonresident alien employees for wages paid in 2010.  Section 9 of the 2010 Publication 15, (Circular E), Employer's Tax Guide has the details.

● Notice 09-95 delays the effective date on the use of smartcards, debit or credit cards, or other electronic media to provide qualified transportation fringes under Section 132(f), until January 1, 2011. 
● Notice 10-09 clarifies that, for calendar year 2009, filers of Form 1099-B, Form 1099-S, and certain information on Form 1099-MISC have until February 16, 2010, to report both the information required on these forms and certain other tax information furnished on the same date.

● New Publication 4819, Important Information about the First Time Homebuyer Credit, is now available.   
● Fact sheets, tax tips, u-tubes and podcasts on 2010 tax issues include Fact Sheet 10-3 for information on choosing a tax return preparer and avoiding preparer fraud.

● IR-10-01  The IRS Return Preparer Review Report recommends mandatory testing, registration and continuing education for paid tax return preparers beginning in 2011.

● Form 2210 instructions explain the procedure for a waiver of underpayment of estimated tax penalty if the underpayment was caused by adjustments made in the income tax withholding tables that took effect in spring 2009.
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

On CENTERCONNECT  you will find the December 2009 IEN Performance Report and also the flyer for the EOGP Information Session coming up next week. 
MOVES AND NEWS 

After 25 years of dedicated service and commitment to Illinois entrepreneurs and small businesses Donna Scalf is retiring as director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Black Hawk College.  During her time at Black Hawk College Donna has been responsible for the Illinois SBDC the SBDC International Trade Center, the Illinois PTAC and the Business Training Center.  Special congratulations and sincere thanks go to out to Donna for her tremendous work in the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.  Please join us in recognizing Donna for her outstanding accomplishments.    CONGRATULATIONS, DONNA ! ! 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      
     

 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
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to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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