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Small Business Lessons for the War on Terror
An interesting new article from USA Today examines the Pentagon’s efforts to learn from small businesses about new methods and organizational structures that could help improve operations in Iraq. Specifically, defense and intelligence officials are fascinated with new decentralized business structures such as those deployed by Craigslist and the Wikimedia Foundation. They are also interested in studying how “industry disruptors” like YouTube, Skype, and Kazaa succeeded in markets dominated by entrenched large corporations. The basic premise is this: the business world has become flatter, more decentralized, and more networked. The same thing is happening in the political sphere, and effective foreign and defense policies require a better understanding of how these new organizations operate. The article concludes with some useful insights about how lessons from business could be utilized in the fight against al-Qaeda.

Read the article, “Can Small Businesses Help Win the War?” by Del Jones in the January 3, 2007 edition of USA Today. 
 

 

2007: What are Venture Capitalists Expecting?
Venture capitalists (VCs) had a pretty good year in 2006, and they’re expecting more good news in 2007. That’s one primary message from the National Venture Capital Association’s (NVCA) year-end survey of its members. VCs are anticipating continuation of several trends that came to prominence in 2006. They expect to see more investing overseas, especially in China and India. They also expect to see growing investments in a more diverse set of industries. For the past decade, venture investing has been heavily concentrated in a few sectors such as software, information technology, and biotechnology. More recently, new industry areas, such as energy and media/entertainment, are receiving more attention and more dollars from the VC industry. Finally, the US’s lagging market for initial public offerings (IPOs) means that alternative exit strategies will be the name of the game. In 2007, VCs expect to see a big increase in mergers and acquisitions and in overseas IPOs. Learn more about the National Venture Capital Association’s predictions for 2007
 

 

Franchises for Veterans
Returning veterans can get a leg up on starting and owning a franchise business, thanks to an initiative known as VetFran. This effort, an initiative of the International Franchising Association, helps veterans who want to acquire a franchise by allowing them to make a purchase with only 10% of the required down payment. More than 200 companies, including household names like Dunkin’ Donuts and Midas, participate in this effort. Since it was started, VetFran has assisted more than 600 veterans who have purchased franchises. This is one effective means to help ease the transition for returning veterans. Learn more about VetFran or

other business initiatives for veterans
 

 

Workshops for the Construction & Demolition Industry
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency, Department of Natural Resources and numerous industry co-sponsors will be holding six workshops around the state in January & February to educate the construction industry and other related industries about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, floodplains, endangered species and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about energy efficient building and energy programs.  Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Realtors, Property Managers, Building Maintenance Providers, Home Inspectors, Local Building & Zoning Officials & Inspectors are urged to attend. A $35 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses. Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 on the following dates and locations:
 

January 31, 2007          John A. Logan College
                                    Carterville
February 1, 2007          Gateway Center
                                    Collinsville
February 7, 2007          Waubonsee Community College
                                    Sugar Grove
February 8, 2007          Wilbur Wright Community College
                                    Chicago
February 21, 2007        Heartland Community College
                                    Normal
February 28, 2007        Stoney Creek Inn
                                    Moline
 

For more information or to register and submit payment on-line visit  www.ienconnect.com/enviro . If you have questions, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Helpline at 800/252-3998, or send an e-mail to dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov.
 

 

More Than 200 Universities Preparing for EntrepreneurshipWeek USA
More than 200 universities will engage students to think entrepreneurially and inspire them to take on their big ideas. During EntrepreneurshipWeek USA, from Feb. 24 to March 3, 2007, entrepreneurs, educators, community leaders and students across the United States will celebrate the power of entrepreneurship with a range of activities in their campuses and classrooms. These activities include “Venture Capital Speed Dating” at Stanford University, “Philadelphia’s Entrepreneur Idol” at Temple University, and “IdeaXchange” at the University of Arizona. EntrepreneurshipWeek USA events will reach out to thousands of students, no matter what their field of study. Young people will have opportunities to interpret what entrepreneurship means to them and follow their passions outside the academic world. 

EntrepreneurshipWeek USA is sponsored by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation with national sponsors including The New York Times and INC. magazine. More than 700 partners are participating in events across the country. To learn more, visit www.entrepreneurshipweekusa.com. 
 

 

2006 Research Publications
The Office of Economic Research has released a record of its 2006 research which summarizes the publications produced by the Office of Advocacy last year. Some of the topics addressed were: banking and financial Issues, labor and employment benefits, entrepreneurship, technology, procurement, and regulation issues.   

Find the Research Publications, 2006 chronicle at http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/res_pub06.pdf.  Should you need further information please contact Chad Moutray at: advocacy@sba.gov or (202) 205-6533.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
