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-  SBIR/STTR 2 DAY WORKSHOP

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK  

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK 
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS 

PUBLIC MEETING ON 8(a) RULES

REMINDER - The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announces it is holding a public meeting in Chicago, Illinois on the proposed changes to the 8(a) Business Development (BD) Program Regulations and Small Business Size Regulations.  Testimony and   comments presented at the public comment meetings will become part of the administrative record as comments addressing the proposed changes.

The public meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Prospective participants must pre-register for the session on or before Friday, January 15, 2010.  For more information please go to http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_8a_pub_mtg3.pdf 
Send pre-registration requests to attend and/or testify to Ms. Latrice Andrews, SBA’s Office of Business Development at   Latrice.Andrews@sba.gov  telephone number (202) 205-5852, or by facsimile to (202) 481-4042.  Please include the following information relating to the person testifying:  Name, Organization affiliation, Address, Telephone number, E-mail address, and Fax number.  For information on facilities or services for individuals with disabilities or to request special assistance at the public meetings, contact Ms. Latrice Andrews.

The public meeting will be conducted at the U.S. Small Business Administration, Illinois District Office, 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1150, in Conference Rooms A & B.

For security purposes the Visitor’s Center at 500 West Madison requires that the names of all registrants and SBA employees who are not members of the Illinois District Office staff be submitted to them prior to the meeting.  Also, attendees must have a valid State ID/Driver’s License to present upon arrival to gain access to the building.

The public meeting will consist of a panel of SBA representatives who will preside over the session.  The oral and written testimony will become part of the administrative record for SBA’s consideration.  Written testimony may be submitted in lieu of oral testimony.  SBA officials may ask questions of a presenter to clarify or further explain the testimony.  The purpose of the public meetings is to allow the general public to comment on SBA’s proposed rulemaking.  SBA requests that the comments focus on the proposed changes.  SBA also requests that commentators do not raise their testimony.  SBA will accept written material that the presenter wishes to provide that further supplements his or her testimony.  Electronic or digitized copies are encouraged.

ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS –CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES

Construction Industry, Code Officials, Architects, & Engineers Urged to Attend Environmental Workshops - The Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with other state and federal agencies will be hosting workshops around the state in January & February to raise awareness of regulatory requirements in the construction, demolition, and property management industries.     Topics will include regulations regarding floodplains, asbestos, lead, radon, storm water, endangered species review, OSHA as well as, energy efficiency incentives and USEPA's Indoor airPLUS Program.   Small businesses as well as local officials are encouraged to attend.  In addition, the course will satisfy requirements for professional development hours/continuing education units for professional engineers, architects and radon professionals. 

Locations include:  

· January 28th      Stoney Creek Inn, East Peoria

· February 9th      The Regency Conference Center, O'Fallon

· February 10th    John A Logan College, Carterville

· February 23rd    Harper College, Palatine 
 
For more information visit: www.ienconnect.com/enviro or call 800/252-3998. 

Special thanks to the members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network that are supporting this year’s workshops – the Illinois SBDC at Harper College, the Illinois SBDC at Bradley University, the Illinois SBDC at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and the Illinois PTAC at John A. Logan College. 
SBIR/STTR 2 DAY WORKSHOP

A 2-day Intensive Workshop will be held on February 22 - 23, 2010  (9 a.m. - 4 p.m.). The workshop will cover all aspects of writing SBIR/STTR grants focused on life science technologies including: eligibility, sources of funding and agency differences, understanding what reviewers look for, step-by-step instruction on how to write each section of your proposal. The workshop will cover all agencies, including Department of Defense, National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health, with detailed emphasis on NIH.

For more information, contact Ann Reed at 312.422.1111 x 3. To register, click HERE. 

This special workshop will be held on February 22 - 23, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., at the University Illinois Urbana-Champaign, in Enterprise Works Conference Room 130 located at 60 Hazelwood Drive, in Champaign.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 
This weeks’ Program Success of the Week is the IEN Business Information Center.  Below you will find the 2009 performance results for the IEN BIC.  

10,150 Clients Served by the IEN BIC:                                                                                           

 Toll Free IEN Help Line Calls                                                     5,950

 Internet and Business Portal Inquiries                                        3,509

 DCEO Business Development Line Calls                                         219

 US Mail / Written Inquiries                                                           173

 Walk-ins                                                                                      18

 Elevate America / Microsoft Training                                             281
Total IENBIC Client's Assisted                                                  10,150

Type of Cases Handled:                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 General Business Inquiries and Other Cases                                 4,533

 Licensing and Registration Cases                                                 1,602

 Sources of Financing Cases                                                         1,690  

 Business Startup Inquiries                                                           1,490                       

 Business Planning, Counseling and Training                                      438                               

 Government Contracting Cases                                                     231

 Not-For-Profits Organization                                                         139                       

 International Trade Cases                                                              27  

                                                                                       

Where Clients Were Referred to:                                                                                                  

 Small Business Development Centers (SBDC)                                2,106

 Procurement Technical Assistance Centers                                       223

 SBDC International Trade Centers                                                   27

 Entrepreneurship Centers                                                               12

In 2009, the Office of Regulatory Flexibility:

 333 Proposed State Regulations were reviewed.

 87 Small Business Impact Analyses for consideration by JCAR were conducted.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 
How do I upload and manage attached documents?    By default, every WebCATS database is provided with 500MB of attached document storage capacity.  Attached documents can be associated with client records, center records, or the notices page that displays after logging in to WebCATS. For example, you might attach a client's business plan to their client record or a center's data entry guidelines to its center record. 

Uploading Documents from a Client or Center Record - While in view-only mode, you can upload documents to a client or center record by clicking the Add button located under the "Attached Documents" area of the record. Clicking the Add button opens a pop-up window where you can browse for the file to upload, enter a description of the file, and designate keywords. Note: For documents that you attach to client records, all information associated with the upload (file name, description, keywords, size, upload date, etc.) can be used in the future as criteria for client subsets.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – www.iltechpartner.org   

The Illinois Technology Partnership is a non-profit coalition whose mission is to promote innovation and access to cutting-edge technologies by advocating forward-thinking public policies. ITP brings together industry experts, thought leaders, and Illinois consumers to foster an environment that will encourage emerging technologies, jobs, and investment, and spur economic growth on the state and local level.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - www.baldrige.nist.gov   

The mission of the Malcolm Baldrige Quality Program is to enhance the competitiveness, quality and productivity of U. S. organizations for the benefit of all residents.   The Baldrige website provides a great deal of information about the program and also contains numerous resources and tools that you can use within your own organization to improve your operations.  Please click on http://www.baldrige.nist.gov/Publications.htm to access some of these resources.  

 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

New on CENTERCONNECT this week you will find the “Disaster Assistance Resources” document library in the left hand column of the main CENTERCONNECT page.  In this section you will find a report on the Illinois Disaster Assistance and Recovery initiative and also a number of announcements, resources, presentations and other information that you may find helpful.  
MOVES AND NEWS 

The Alexander/Pulaski County Branch of the NAACP will be awarding Chambers & Associates, LLC the Minority Business of the Year Award at the annual Martin Luther King Breakfast on January 18, 2010 – 9 a.m. at Meridian Elementary School.  This company is a client of the Illinois PTAC at John A Logan College.  Special congratulations go out to Chambers and Associates, LLC and the Illinois PTAC at JALC.
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
