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In Today's Weekly Connection:
-    Illinois Small Business Awards - Deadline Extended
-    OSHA/Illinois SBDC Breakfast Series
-    Small Business Advocate - January 2007
-    Best Places to Work in Illinois
-    77 Small Business Grant Finalists Selected at IdeaCafe.com
  

Illinois Small Business Awards - Deadline Extended
The deadline for the Illinois Small Business Awards nominations has been extended to January 19, 2007.   Each member of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network should strive to nominate at least one client for this prestigious awards program.   Please see the attached checklist and guidelines for additional information. 
 

OSHA/Illinois SBDC Breakfast Series
Please see the attached flyer for information about the 2007 series of OSHA workshops conducted in Northern Illinois in cooperation with the Illinois Small Business Development Center and IEN. 
 

Small Business Advocate - January 2007
The SBA Small Business Advocate Newsletter for January 2007 can be accessed by clicking on http://www.sba.gov/advo/decjan07.pdf
The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the
latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.
 

Best Places to Work in Illinois
The Best Places to Work in Illinois awards program is open to all for-profit and non-profit companies in the state. The intent of the program is to recognize and honor companies in Illinois that show a dedication to their employees’ growth and quality of life.  This will be the 2nd year that the program has been hosted in Illinois. 
 

The statewide competition is being co-hosted by three major Illinois business publications in partnership with the Illinois Chapter of the Society of Human Resource Managers and The Illinois State Chamber of Commerce.  The publishing companies are: The Business Ledger (suburban Chicago), Central Illinois Business Publishers (Peoria) and the Springfield Business Journal. 
 

To enter the competition, visit www.bestplacestoworkil.com or, for more information, call 1-877-455-2159.  Entry deadline is January 26, 2007. 
 

77 Small Business Grant Finalists Selected at IdeaCafe.com
January 4, 2007 - BusinessOwnersIdeaCafe.com, an online small business resource, announces that 77 finalists have been selected for Idea Cafe's latest small business grant, The Ray Ward Creative Spirit Award. From these finalists, one winner will be selected later this month to receive a check for $1,000.00 for his or her business, plus recognition on IdeaCafe.com, viewed by 100,000 unique visitors monthly.
According to Francie Ward, Idea Cafe CEO, "At Idea Cafe, we're passionate about helping our fellow small business owners every way we possibly can. So we've stepped up to make frequent cash awards through Idea Cafe's Small Business Grant Program."
The current grant, The Ray Ward Creative Spirit Grant, is dedicated to the memory of Ward's late husband, Ray Ward, a nationally-known artist who was fearlessly creative.
Idea Cafe's Ray Ward Creative Spirit Grant is for anyone who currently owns a small business or is planning to start one. Details and updates can be found in Idea Cafe's Small Business Grant Center at http://www.ideacafe.com
A new Idea Cafe Small Business Grant will open immediately after the current grant is awarded. 

Idea Cafe's most recent previous grant was awarded in July, 2006, to Percy Marchand of Marchand Ink in New Orleans. Since receiving Idea Cafe's Grant, Marchand capitalized on the Idea Cafe publicity, receiving coverage in The London Times and other magazines; doubled daily sales; moved to a larger location; and learned many business lessons which he shares with Idea Cafe's audience at: http://www.businessownersideacafe.com/small_business_grants/winner.php?grant_id=1
The Illinois winners included: 
 

Debbie Shepard
Southwest Medicals
Chicago, IL
Deborah Martin
Spa Martinique Day Spa & Salon
Schaumburg, IL
Lisa Spurlin
All Things Cheesecake by Lisa's Gourmet Confections and Foods
Springfield, IL
Vanessa Smith
Smith Small Business Development
Rochelle, IL
Laura Weathered
Acme Cafe
Chicago, IL
Shawna Spencer
I Am You
Chicago, IL
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
