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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  HAPPY NEW YEAR !
-  IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION SURVEY

-  PUBLIC ACT 095-0971 - NEW LAW AFFECTING VENDORS AND BIDDERS

-  2009 ANNUAL AWARDS FOR BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS PTAC PROGRAM
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - NEW LOOK TO MENU SYSTEM
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SMALLBUSINESSFORUMONLINE.COM 

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FOOD ENTREPRENEUR PROGRAM

-  MOVES AND NEWS

HAPPY NEW YEAR !

Our thanks go out to each of you for your hard work and contributions to assisting Illinois Small Businesses and Entrepreneurs in 2008.    It was a successful year, because of your commitment to providing quality counseling and assistance to your clients.  We would also like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy, safe, peaceful and prosperous 2009.   

IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION SURVEY

As we enter a new year, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for reading the IEN Weekly Connection each Monday.   It also seems to be the right time to request some feedback from you, our readers, to see if we are providing the type of information you want and need.    Our goal is to provide you with useful, timely information to assist you as a Center of the IEN.    Please click on the link below to take this short, four question survey.   If you could please complete it by Friday, 1/9, we would appreciate it.    Thanks for sharing your thoughts and ideas. 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=3gPko_2f4NYL5SQYU870eVSQ_3d_3d
PUBLIC ACT 095-0971 - NEW LAW AFFECTING STATE VENDORS AND BIDDERS

On September 25, 2008, the Illinois legislature passed Public Act 095-0971 which contains new registration and reporting requirements for certain State vendors and bidders, as well as additional limitations on campaign contributions by these entities and their affiliated entities.

Effective January 1, businesses seeking to do business with the State of Illinois (in excess of $50,000) are now required to register with the State Board of Elections.   This not only impacts businesses which are awarded contracts, but those that bid on contracts (in excess of $50,000) as well.  

Who must register with the Illinois State Board of Elections?

 If a company falls within any of the 3 categories, it is required to register with the Illinois State Board of Elections:

• The annual total of your company’s bids and proposals on State contracts for 2009 exceed $50,000.

• The annual total of your company’s bids and proposals on State contracts, combined with the annual value of State contracts you have already been awarded for 2009, exceed $50,000.

• The annual total of your company’s State contracts already awarded for 2009 exceed $50,000.

CMS has produced a helpful fact sheet which explains much more about the “who” and “how”.  You can link to the fact sheet by clicking here:  

http://www.purchase.state.il.us/ipb/IPBHomeP.nsf/0d6b153e205b6d1b862568d3005d8cb2/bfc6450db014bc528625752900050a4d/$FILE/What%20all%20state%20vendors%20need%20to%20know%20about%20new%20ethics%20requirements.pdf
The State Board of Elections has a PDF which can be filled out and filed electronically.   A link to the registration form can be found here:

http://www.elections.il.gov/BusinessRegistration/Welcome.aspx
For registration information visit the State Board of Elections’ website at www.elections.il.gov  or call Chicago Office phone: 312-814-6440; Springfield Office phone: 217-782-4141.

2009 ANNUAL AWARDS FOR BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

Nominations are now being accepted for the 19th Annual Awards for Business Excellence (AABEs), to be presented by The Business Ledger to companies and organizations in 11 categories.   The deadline for nominations is Jan. 30, 2009. The awards will be presented at an evening reception March 25, 2009, at the Danada House in Wheaton.   More than 225 suburban businesses and groups have been honored since the inception of the awards program in 1991. 

Nominations are being accepted in the following categories:


•Small company (up to 50 employees)
•Medium company (51-300 employees)
•Large company (more than 300 employees)
•Business organization/economic development entity
•Educational institution or program
•Entertainment/hospitality company
•Ethnic minority-owned business 
•Innovation in business 
•Notable not-for-profit organization (501c-3)
•Retail business
•Trade association/professional society

Nomination forms and more information may be downloaded from The Business Ledger Web site which is below.    We hope you will take this opportunity to submit deserving small businesses.  http://www.thebusinessledger.com/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS PTAC PROGRAM
The performance numbers for Program Year 2007, ending September 30, 2008, are now in for the Illinois PTAC Program.   In what can only be described as an amazing year, the Illinois PTACs assisted their clients in securing $1,066,610,323 in contract award dollars.   Congratulations and Thank You to all of the member centers of the Illinois PTAC Program.   Breaking the $1 billion dollar mark is quite an accomplishment.   On behalf of the entire IEN and the clients you serve, we applaud your efforts and wish you even greater success in the coming year.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - NEW LOOK TO MENU SYSTEM
Softshare has created a new look to the left-hand menu system.  You’ll notice that there is no longer a “Tools” menu.  Instead, it’s been changed to “Manage” and is devoted to managing saved resources such as subsets, custom reports, and attachments.  So where did the “Select Center” and “Worksheets” commands go?  They now live under the “View” menu.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.SMALLBUSINESSFORUMONLINE.COM 

The Website of the Week is the home of the Small Business Development Forum.   This is a place to network with your peers, communicate with other entrepreneurs and interact with business mentors and coaches.  It is a free public forum that welcomes all those interested in the development of small businesses. In addition to business mentors and business coaches, who participate on the Forum, the Forum is also monitored by business mentors. 

Participation is free. Simply register with a valid email address, log in and join the discussion; comment on current topics, ask a question, share your experiences.  With the Small Business Development Forum, you are not alone in your quest to build your business.  All Forum users can see the posts and respond to them.  Have a question about developing your business? Post it and start a discussion.  This is the ultimate small business meeting place. 

The creator of the website, Mr. Carlos Sandoval, is a business mentor for the Small, Women-Owned and Minority Business Mentoring Program at Northern Virginia Community College.    He is a practicing attorney with 18 years of legal, finance and management experience.    Check out this new forum at: www.smallbusinessforumonline.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - FOOD ENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Thinking of starting a food business?   From understanding the basics of starting a food business to individualized step-by-step assistance to the marketplace, the Food Entrepreneur Assistance Program through the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, is the place to begin. Since 1989, this nationally recognized program has been helping entrepreneurs from throughout the country achieve their dream of starting a food business. 

As a new or potential food entrepreneur, it is often difficult to find an accurate source for the information necessary to successfully launch a business in the food industry. Many great ideas never make it to the marketplace because entrepreneurs do not know the steps to take to accomplish this goal. Ensuring a food product survives and prospers in a highly competitive marketplace requires informed decisions, careful planning and precise execution.

This unique and comprehensive program begins with a one-day seminar, “From Recipe to Reality”, which provides entrepreneurs with a basic understanding of the issues crucial to deciding to start a food business.    This seminar will be presented in Chicago at Wilbur Wright College on May 20th, 2009.   For more information, you may contact the Program Director, Ms. Jill Gifford by phone at: 402-472-2819 or by email at: jgifford1@unl.edu     You may also visit the program website at: http://fpc.unl.edu/Entrepreneur/index.shtml
MOVES AND NEWS

Congratulations go out to Linda Kendrick who is the new Director of the Illinois PTAC at Illinois Central College.   Her appointment takes effect today.    She will be working out of the PTAC office which is located in downtown Peoria.   Thanks also go to Linda for her work as Interim Director before her appointment was final. 


 
      
     
“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
