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In the Weekly Connection:

-    Happy New Year ! ! ! 

-    INNOVATE Illinois
-    Environmental Workshops 
-    Homeland Security Innovative Products Grant
-    Bio 2006 Chicago
 


Happy New Year ! ! !
Everyone with the DCEO Entrepreneurship and Small Business Office would like to wish each of you the very best for the New Year and we hope you have a very peaceful, prosperous, happy and healthy 2006 ! ! !


INNOVATE Illinois - Save the Date - January 30, 2006
Below you will find preliminary information on INNOVATE Illinois which will be kicked on on January 30, 2006.

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://chicagocommunityventures.cmail1.com/email/23438/wwwinnovateillinoisorg/images/NewImage.GIF" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


    
Save the Date for the Launch of INNOVATE Illinois 2006

Learn more about INNOVATE Illinois at the Northern Regional Launch Party

Monday, January 30, 2006
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Chicago Community Ventures
700 N Sacramento Blvd, Ste, 130, Chicago, IL

        *                       Understand why innovation is vital to the growth of Illinois' economy from our
                Keynote Speaker: Jack Lavin , Director of the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
        *                       
        *                       Enjoy food and drinks as you:

        *                       Hear how INNOVATE Illinois can be a catalyst for the growth of your company. Learn how to use innovation as a business strategy.

        What is INNOVATE Illinois?

The only competition of its kind in Illinois, distinguishing and awarding the most innovative small businesses in the Northern, Central, and Southern regions of Illinois.

Companies compete in five industry sectors (manufacturing, business or health services, environmental, agriculture, and technology) for $25,000 of cash and prizes. Additional prizes recognize the best overall minority-owned and woman-owned businesses.

To learn more about the competition register to attend the launch today or visit www.innovateillinois.org. 

Environmental Workshops for the Construction and Demolition Industry and Building Code Officials
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency and industry co-sponsors will be holding ten workshops around the state in January -March 2006 to educate the construction industry and building code officials about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about the requirements of the new Illinois Energy Conservation Code (IECC) for alterations, repairs, additions, renovations and new construction of commercial buildings.  The IECC requirements take effect April 8, 2006.  

Who should attend?  Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Business Licensing Officials, Building Maintenance Providers, Home Inspectors, Local Building Code Officials, and Local Fire Departments.

A $25 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses. Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 on the following dates and locations:

January 25, 2006           Oakley Lindsay Center, Quincy, IL

February 1, 2006            Gateway Center, Collinsville, IL

February 8, 2006            Danville Area Community College, Danville, IL

February 23, 2006          John A. Logan College, Carterville, IL

March 1, 2006               Wilbur Wright Community College, Chicago, IL

March 7, 2006               Elgin Community College, Elgin, IL

March 8, 2006               McHenry County College, Crystal Lake, IL

March 15, 2006              Stoney Creek Inn, Moline, IL

March 16, 2006              Rock Valley College, Rockford, IL

March 22, 2006              Heartland Community College, Normal, IL

If you have questions or would like to register for one of the workshops, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Help line at 800/252-3998, visit the website at www.ilbiz.biz  or send an e-mail to sbeap@ildceo.net 
 

Homeland Security Market Development Bureau Announces New Innovative Products Grant
The objective of the grant program is to generate employment growth in Illinois by accelerating production or improvement of “ready-to-go” products or services with an application in homeland security.  Grant applications will be accepted and reviewed on a rolling basis through the fiscal year.  Receipt and submission of an application does not guarantee a grant award.  All grant awards are subject to available funding.  The Director of DCEO shall determine the level of the grant award.  For questions about this new program, visit the DCEO Homeland Security Market Development website at www.hsmd.illinois.gov, or contact Michael Brody at mbrody@ildceo.net.
 

Bio 2006 Chicago
To view this as a web page click here.
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The city of Chicago and state of Illinois are proud to host BIO 2006, providing everyone in the Midwest with the unique opportunity to welcome the global technology community. An expected 20,000 representatives from around the world will converge in Chicago for this internationally recognized 4-day event. This is our moment to shine and showcase not only the breadth of our science, resources, expertise, and industries, but also our leadership.
Hundreds of your colleagues across the Midwest are working hard to make BIO 2006 the best BIO Annual International Convention ever. As part of this effort, a committee member will be happy to deliver an exciting presentation to your organization and give you more information about the benefits of attending and participating. 

Simply click here to arrange a meeting that fits with your organization's plans.

here


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bio.org/events/2006/" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bio.org/events/2006/" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.bio.org/events/2006/" You can keep up to date on the upcoming convention and register by clicking  and visiting the official BIO 2006 web site.

2006 is right around the corner and registration is filling up quickly, so be sure to encourage your colleagues, your organization, and your business community to take full advantage of this opportunity to welcome Biotech to the Midwest. 

The global biotechnology community may never be more accessible to you. Make your region part of the success and join us in April at BIO 2006 in Chicago.





	 



 




http://www.i-saverx.net/

===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
=========================================================================
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