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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS

Illinois Small Business Development Center Network

Month xx, 2014

MEDIA RELEASE:

SPRINGFIELD, IL:  Illinois Small Business Development Centers have been providing business assistance to new and existing businesses throughout the state of Illinois since 1984.  The group is celebrating the anniversary with the theme, “Celebrating 30 Years of Small Business Success.”  Since its inception, the Illinois SBDC Network has served over 1,063,416 pre-venture and existing small businesses and has assisted clients secure access to over $3.25 Billion in debt and equity business financing. (The Illinois SBDC at __________________, based in __________, has served the ______________ area since _______.)

Small businesses significantly impact the Illinois economy.   Defined as those with fewer than 500 employees, these businesses represent 98.3% of all employers in the state and employ 48% of the private-sector labor force. Small businesses are crucial to the fiscal condition of the state and numbered nearly 1.2 million in 2011.  

The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) program was created by the federal Small Business Act of 1980 and the first centers were opened in Illinois in 1984.  The Illinois SBDCs are funded through a partnership with the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and a cross section of local/regional hosts focused on education and business development including universities, community colleges and non-profit organizations.  (In __________________, local funding is provided by ________________.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The program provides no-cost one-on-one, confidential business consulting services to businesses at all stages of development.  Individuals considering a business start-up can contact their local SBDC for help with organization, business structure and financial projections.  Existing businesses may also utilize the program’s services as they relate to operations and customer relations.  Small business owners even consult with an SBDC when transitioning their business to a new generation of ownership.

Insert Success Story with quote from owner and from director. (Locally,  _________________.  _______________ consulted with the Illinois SBDC at __________________________ originally in for assistance with _________._____________________Today, they are  ___________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________.)

SBDC offices also provide low-cost workshops providing speakers on a variety of business-related topics.  (This month offerings at the Illinois SBDC at ______________________________ include: ________________________, and _________________________.  For more information, call the Illinois SBDC at _____________________________, (000)000-0000, email abc@cdm.com or visit their office at 123 E Main St., Anytown, IL)  

To find out more about Illinois SBDC's, call (1-800-252-2923), visit their website at www.ilsbdc.biz, or follow @IllinoisSBDC on Twitter, The Illinois SBDC is an accredited member of America’s SBDC.		
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