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Illinois SBDC Network Overview

In partnership with the U. S. Small Business Administration, the U. S. Department of Defense, colleges, universities and local economic development organizations, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s (DCEO) Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Network provides prospective and existing business owners with a variety of business resource programs.

Illinois Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) provide businesses with management, marketing and financial counseling in order to help them succeed.  The Centers assist in the development of business and marketing plans, along with improving business ownership skills, financial analysis of businesses, accessing specialized services including export and government marketing and other business management needs.  Several of the Illinois SBDCs also provide specialized Technology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Services (TIES) to help small firms and entrepreneurs in the areas of technology commercialization and innovation. 

Illinois SBDC International Trade Centers (ITC) provide existing business owners with professional advice and resources to enter the global marketplace.  The Centers help identify specific foreign markets in which a company’s product or service would have the greatest demand, provide guidance in meeting U. S. government export criteria and foreign government requirements, and assist in obtaining licenses, copyrights and patents.

Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Centers (PTAC) assist existing business owners in doing business with the federal, state and local governments.  The Centers provide general procurement counseling, access to bid specifications, assistance in identifying government markets, help in reviewing bid packages and also provide information about contract administration and other contracting assistance services.

First Stop Business Information Center is a single statewide resource for individuals and business to obtain comprehensive regulatory and permitting information through a toll-free helpline (800/252-2923).  Center staff provides professional guidance to entrepreneurs by linking them to state and local resources.





Regulatory Flexibility Program examines proposed rules and regulations affecting the small business community and through impact analyses recommends ways of making the rules more flexible, cost effective or less restrictive for small business.  Helping Illinois’ small businesses bring their concerns to the rulemaking process and requiring agencies to consider the prospective impact of proposed regulation on small entities is the role of the First Stop BIC’s Office of Regulatory Flexibility.   The Office of Regulatory Flexibility continues to advocate against the disproportionate burden of regulations on small businesses. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP) provides free confidential information and services to small business to help them understand their environmental obligations.  Services include a toll-free helpline (800/252-3998), compliance assistance workshops, newsletters, publications, a directory of environmental consultants and links to federal, state and other environmental resources.

Small Business Incubators were developed to provide businesses with sheltered environments during their early stages of development.  Incubators provide shared services including clerical and technical assistance, as well as sharing business necessities such as office machines, communications equipment and conference rooms. 

Any prospective or existing Illinois business owner may take advantage of the services available through the Illinois SBDC Network.  Additional information about the Network and other assistance programs is available by calling the First Stop Business Information Center at 800/252-2923; TDD 800/785-605 or going to www.ilsbdc.biz. 


800-252-2923   -   www.ilsbdc.biz 
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