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Report to the Illinois General Assembly  

on Senate Bill 1923, P.A. 097- 0228 

 

The Illinois General Assembly enacted Senate Bill 1923 and on July 28, 2011 the 

Governor signed into law Public Act 097-0228, establishing the Target Market Program to 

remedy particular incidents and patterns of egregious race or gender discrimination in 

Transportation related contracts.  The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the 

Chief Procurement Officer do hereby jointly submit this annual report regarding the 

progress towards identifying evidentiary inquiries or studies to establish a compelling 

interest in remedying egregious discrimination.  

The legislation directs the Chief Procurement Office, in consultation with the department, 

to promulgate rules necessary to administer the Target Market Program.  These rules 

were prepared, submitted and approved by the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules 

(JCAR) on December 23, 2011, presented to the Procurement Policy Board, and are now 

in place.   

The department has been aggressively investigating to determine evidence of egregious 

discrimination.   

 Public Hearings were held in the following locations in an effort to start gathering 

public comment: 

Date Location 
 

December 14, 2011 Woodson Regional Library 
 9525 South Halsted 
 Chicago, IL 
  
December 15, 2011 The Gateway Building 
 200 Northeast Water Street 
 Peoria, IL 
  

December 16, 2011 East St. Louis Public Library 

 5300 State Street 

 East St. Louis, IL 

 

 During each hearing, the testimony provided was documented and compiled into a 

“Target Market Public Hearings” report published on December 30, 2011.   

 

 During the public hearing period and the weeks following, minority-owned and 

female-owned firms were encouraged to submit their evidence of egregious 
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discrimination in writing or via a designated phone service.  

 

 The Illinois Department of Transportation and the Illinois Tollway Disadvantaged 

Business Enterprises published the Illinois Department of Transportation Disparity 

Study and published the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority Disparity Study in 

September 2011.  The two disparity studies were conducted by a nationally well 

respected independent firm to determine the level of minority-owned and female-

owned business enterprise participation on the respective contracts of the authority 

and the department for a period between January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2008. 

The department is utilizing results of these disparity studies to further analyze 

contractual history in determining potential evidence of discrimination.   

The department is resolutely compiling and analyzing this data to determine where, if any, 

egregious race or gender discrimination has occurred.  Should a determination be made 

identifying strong evidence of the need for a narrowly tailored target market, the 

department will implement appropriate remedies as outlined in the JCAR rules, Target 

Market Remedial Actions Section 6.830 (enclosed).  

After the analysis and review is complete, the department, with concurrence from the Chief 

Procurement Officer, will assess the evidence.  If a strong evidentiary basis demonstrates 

that the department has a compelling interest in remedying discrimination, the Chief 

Procurement Officer, in consultation with the department, may establish and implement a 

target market program.  A target market program may take several forms, depending on 

the identified and needed remediation.  The department and the Chief Procurement Officer 

will jointly submit a supplemental report of evidence and the proposed remedial actions to 

the General Assembly within 60 days of this filing.     

 

 






