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Get hooked on summer during Illinois Free Fishing Days June 19-22 
 

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Free Fishing Days are June 19-22, and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
invites families throughout the state to enjoy the opportunity at a lake, pond, river, state park or private fishing 
hole near them. 
 
During these four days, anglers can fish without purchasing a fishing license, salmon stamp or inland trout stamp 
in Illinois. The goal is for those who don’t usually go fishing to discover or rediscover the activity and to introduce 
children to it. 
 
“Free Fishing Days are a great opportunity for Illinois families to unplug, spend time together outdoors, and 
discover the fun and enjoyment of fishing,” said IDNR Director Natalie Phelps Finnie. “Whether you’re new to the 
activity or simply haven’t been able to find time for it lately, I encourage residents and visitors alike to grab a rod, 
head to the water, and make fishing an outdoor tradition.” 
 
Outside of Free Fishing Days, Illinois requires anyone over the age of 16 to have a fishing license to fish. At $15, 
Illinois has one of the most affordable standard fishing licenses in the Midwest. Licenses can be purchased at 
vendors throughout Illinois or online. Exclusions apply to active-duty military and people with disabilities. 
 
Learn more about fishing in Illinois at ifishillinois.org. 
 

### 
 

About IDNR  
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources was established in 1925 as the Illinois Department of Conservation, bringing 
under one umbrella oversight of fish and game, forestry, public works, and lakes. Today, IDNR’s work encompasses 
management of about 400 sites across Illinois, including state parks and historic sites; wildlife, fisheries, forestry, and 
natural heritage; Lake Michigan water allocation and coastal management; conservation police; mines and minerals; oil 
and gas; issuance of licenses, permits, and numerous grants; the World Shooting and Recreational Complex in Sparta; and 
the Illinois State Museum. Visit https://dnr.illinois.gov and follow us on Facebook, YouTube and LinkedIn. 
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