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ICC 2025 Supplier Diversity Report shows robust investment from 

Illinois’ largest utilities 

Springfield, IL – The Illinois Commerce Commission’s (ICC) Office of Diversity and Community 

Affairs’ (ODCA) 2025 Annual Report shows the state’s largest investor-owned utilities’ diverse spending 

remains robust at over $1.7 billion. The 2025 report, which covers data from the 2024 calendar year, 

found that Illinois’ six largest utilities averaged nearly 35 percent of their total spending with diverse 

suppliers, including minority, women, veteran, and small business enterprises, with some utilities 

reaching as high as 43 percent total diverse spend. 

“Healthy supplier diversity investment from Illinois utility companies is good for business and Illinois’ 

overall economy,” said ICC Chairman Doug Scott. “These annual reports help us to spot trends and 

obstacles and identify opportunities for improvement and collaboration to ensure minority-owned 

businesses are able to compete in Illinois’ energy market.”  

 

The report provides a summary and analysis of data from 10 years of reports submitted by Illinois’ ‘Big 

6’ public utilities: Ameren Illinois, Aqua Illinois, Commonwealth Edison (ComEd), Illinois American 

Water, Nicor Gas Company, and Peoples Gas/North Shore Gas Company. Illinois law requires these six 

utilities to report their annual supplier diversity outreach and inclusion efforts to the ICC, as well as future 

procurement plan opportunities for the next year.   

 

“While diverse spending dipped in 2024, the investment in diverse spending by the utilities remains 

strong. After nine years of steady growth, more important work remains to be done,” said ICC Director 

of Diversity and Community Affairs Jeanine V. Robinson.  “Over the next year, our office will 

continue to offer assistance to expand their pool of diverse suppliers and increase spending with Illinois-

based businesses.”   

 

According to the report, opportunities exist for improvement in high spend categories with low supplier 

diversity population such as Fleet Services, Information Technology Outsourcing, and Software 

Maintenance.  

 

ODCA brings together utilities, agencies, non-profit organizations, and diverse suppliers from across 

Illinois to foster relationships and mentoring programs that improve supplier diversity and inclusion 

efforts. 

 

Diverse businesses interested in assistance and one-on-one support are encouraged to participate in the 

Office of Minority Economic Empowerment’s (OMEE) initiatives run through the Illinois Department 

of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). OMEE is committed to providing minority-, women-

, persons with disabilities, and veteran-owned small businesses and entrepreneurs across the state with 

equitable access to opportunities and resources. Individuals and diverse businesses interested in 

upcoming energy programs born from the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA) are encouraged to 
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explore DCEO’s CEJA Implementation program. 

 

In 2017, Illinois became the first state to mandate that suppliers of wind and solar energy report on efforts 

to diversify their supply chains. In 2019, OCDA began requiring diverse spending data for Illinois-

headquartered businesses compared to total diverse spending. Illinois diverse spending for minority, 

women, and veteran businesses for the Big 6 currently ranges from approximately 13-30 percent. 

Collectively, almost 60 percent of the utilities’ diverse spend is with Illinois businesses.   

 

Read the full 2025 Annual Supplier Diversity report on the ICC website here.  

 

### 

 

About the Illinois Commerce Commission 

 

The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) is a quasi-judicial body made up of five 

Commissioners.  Through its Public Utility Program, the Commission oversees the provision of adequate, 

reliable, efficient, and safe utility services at the least possible cost to Illinois citizens served by electric, 

natural gas, telecommunications, water, and sewer public utility companies.  Through its Transportation 

Regulatory Program, the Commission oversees public safety and consumer protection programs with 

regard to intrastate commercial motor carriers of general freight, household goods movers, relocation 

towers, safety towers, personal property warehouses, and repossession agencies. The Commission’s Rail 

Safety Program also inspects and regulates the general safety of railroad tracks, facilities, and equipment 

in the state.  

 

To learn more about the Commission, its offices, and bureaus, click here. If you are a consumer who 

needs help resolving a utility dispute call 800-524-0795 or file an online complaint here.  For 

transportation complaints, call 847-294-4326. 

 

Follow the Illinois Commerce Commission on social media @ILCommerceComm. 
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