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IN THE OFFICE OF

SECRETARY OF STATS

September 3, 2021

Executive Order 2021-22
EXECUTIVE ORDER 2021-22
(COVID-19 EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 88}

WHEREAS, since early March 2020, Illinois has faced a pandemic that has caused extraordinary
sickness and loss of life, infecting over 1,538,300, and taking the lives of more than 24,000
residents; and,
WHEREAS, at all times but especially during a public health crisis, protecting the health and
safety of Illinoisans is among the most important functions of State govermnent; and,
WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has determined that the Delta
variant is the most dominant strain of COVID-19 in Illinois and has spread quickly among
unvaccinated people of all ages in Illinois; and,
WHEREAS, the Delta variant is more aggressive and more transmissible than previously
circulating strains, and poses significant new risks in the ongoing effort to stop and slow spread of
the virus; and,
WHEREAS, the Delta variant also may cause more severe disease than prior strains of the virus;
and,
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that the Delta
variant now accounts for more than 90 percent of all sequenced coronavirus cases in the U.S.; and,
WHEREAS, the CDC has issued guidance recommending wearing a mask indoors in public in
most circumstances, even for fully vaccinated people, 1 as well as where required by federal, state,
local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace
guidance; and,
WHEREAS, every region in the State is experiencing increased numbers of COVID-19 cases and
increased numbers of hospital beds and ICU beds utilized by COVID-19 patients; and,
WHEREAS, there are parts of the country in which there are few if any available ICU beds as a
result of the Delta variant, and in many parts of Illinois, the number of available ICU beds has
been decreasing in recent weeks as a result of the Delta var.iant; and,
WHEREAS, the CDC continues to advise that cloth face coverings or masks protect persons who
are not fully vaccinated from COVID-19; and,
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Individuals are considered fully vaccinated 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer
BioNTech or Moderna vaccines, or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson's Janssen
vaccine. Individuals who do not meet these requirements, regardless of age, are not considered fully vaccinated.
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