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Abraham Lincoln, son of a subsistence farmer, came of age
during a dramatic transformation in America’s economic
life. Like many of his contemporaries, he embraced a new
emphasis on personal mitiative, risk-taking, and ambition.
He was only 22 when he left his family home to find his
own way. After enduring a series of personal failures in
business, he became a prosperous attorney, devoted
husband and father, successful politician, and, finally, the

16th president of the United States. While Lincoln

benefited from close association with a number of
powerful friends, his own talents and ambitions combined
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produce a unique American specimen -- the self-made

man. This is his story.

Credits
{braham Lincoln: Self-Made in America was created to commemorate the 200th

anniversary of the birth of America’s greatest president by the Abraham Lincoln s
Presidential Library and Museum, located in Springfield, linois. The We the People
program of the National Endowment for the Humanities, a federal agency, provided

major financial support for the exhibition and accompanying programs. The

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation and History Channel provided

additional financial and in-kind support.
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Special thanks are due 1 our project partners - The American Library Association,
Chicago, Winois, and the Tribeca Film Institute, New York, New York—for their
strong contributions to the exhibition programming,

ERARY
,/;f = RIBECA
: L
NSTITUTE

Detailed credits for project manage design and fabrication, artifact repl
script writing, education program - development,  publi and
wmarketing support can be found at www PresidentLincoln.org,
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A quill and inkwell made from homemade materials served

Lincoln as a young boy, but ax a young man he could afford
commercial goods like these.
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~ In 1862, Lincoln requested a model cannon from a U.S
captain to amusc Tad after his big brother Willie died.
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1839 case Logan v. Adams, he and Douglas faced off as lawyers.
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